Biology Course Syllabus

2020-2021
Teacher:  Mrs. Kristie Mitchell				Email:  kmitchell@dalecountyboe.org
Phone:  334-983-3541					Room: 15

Course Summary:  Biology is devoted to the study of living things and their processes. Throughout the semester, this course provides an opportunity for students to develop scientific process skills, laboratory techniques, and an understanding of the fundamental principles of living organisms. Students will learn the objectives from the Alabama Course of Study for Biology and the Common Core Standards for College Prep and Career Ready. 

Materials required:  Please bring to all materials to class daily! This includes the following: binder with loose leaf paper (you can share with another subject but they must be divided to help stay organized), pencils, pens, and colored pencils. **Wish list for paper towels and Klenex

Homework:  Homework may be assigned to help reinforce the objectives covered in class that day. Homework may consist of text to read, questions to answer, drawings, or a short writing assignment. If homework is assigned, it will be checked! 

Grading: Students will be graded on their lab reports, bellringers, tests, quizzes, science projects and various other assignments. Quizzes are given periodically, especially to reinforce vocabulary. Tests will be given to assess mastery of objectives.
A	90-100					
B	80-89
C	70-79
D	60-69
F	59 and under

Makeup Work:  Students are responsible for obtaining their missed assignments and completing within 5 days of being absent. We do not want to get behind so please make sure you make up work missed. 

Lab Assignments:  Safety is the priority to keep you, others, and me from harm. Please make sure to read ALL directions before you begin a lab. If you do not understand, please ask! If you are absent during a lab, you will have an alternate assignment to complete in place of the lab. You must have a Flinn Safety Contract (yellow sheet) on filed signed BEFORE you can complete any labs. Please return this ASAP!!! 
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Classroom Rules – The 4 P’s:
1. Be POLITE!
2. Be PREPARED!
3. Be PUNCTUAL!
4. Be POSITIVE!

Classroom Expectations:
· Students are expected to be in their assigned seat and ready when the tardy bell rings.
· Materials must be brought to class each day.
· The lab or room must be clean at the end of each period before leaving so we can sanitize for the next class.
·  Bottled water is allowed but must have a lid and no Yeti cups!
· This is NOT your bathroom. Do NOT comb hair, apply makeup, lotions, or fragrances in the classroom.
· Write only on assigned papers or your paper. Do NOT write on tables, chairs, counters, or desks.
· All safety rules as stated in the Safety Contract Agreement must be followed at all times.
· No chewing gum!
· Respect the rights of others. No one has the right to interfere with another student’s right to learn.
· Cheating or copying someone’s paper is NOT allowed!

Keys for Success in Biology:
· Have a positive attitude!
· I am here to help you succeed, so feel free to ask me for help. If you email me, I will reply 
· Participate in class discussions, ask and answer questions about biology. Keep your socializing for after class.
· Make sure you understand how the lecture and labs interrelate. Labs and homework are designed to reinforce significant ideas from the text. Make sure you see the connections. If not, ask.
· Start studying early, don’t wait until the class before the test. By studying and reviewing each night, you are not only helping to prepare for the test more effectively, you are also more prepared for class each day an any quizzes that may be given.
· Communication is key!!! Check your grades – don’t get behind! 


