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WWII in the Pacific: 
Bataan Death March

Japanese split POWs into groups of 
500-1000

Force marched them to a RR station 60 
miles away
Boarded a train that took them 8 miles 

away from the POW camp – they 
walked those 8 miles to the camp

Prisoners treated brutally the entire time
Denied water
Beaten and tortured
Shot if too weak to continue
At least 10,000 died marching
About 15,000 more died in the actual 

POW camps



WWII in the Pacific: 
Bataan Death March

Japanese actions 
defied POW 
standards outlined at 
the Third Geneva 
Convention in 1929
Said POWs should be 

treated humanely 
and protected 
against violenceAmerican Red Cross workers 

preparing food and packages for 
prisoners of war













Battles of Iwo Jima & 
Okinawa

• Date: March-June 1945
• Purpose: Americans wanted control of the 

islands close to Tokyo.
• Key People: Americans and Japanese
• Outcome: In one of the bloodiest land 

battles ever the Americans won the islands 
and were ready to invade the Japanese 
homeland.



Battles of Iwo Jima & Okinawa 



WWII in the Pacific
New Japanese strategy = use 

of kamikaze pilots = suicide 
bombers
Result = battles became even 

bloodier with higher death tolls
Nevertheless, by the end of 

1944 = U.S. victory over 
Japan seemed inevitable
American planes continuously 

bombed Japanese cities
MacArthur and his troops 

regained the Philippines







Atomic Bomb Victims
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Atomic Bomb Victims: 
Effects of Radiation





Occupation of Japan after WWII
U.S. forces occupied Japan after 

WWII from 1945 to 1952
Occupation led by General 

MacArthur
Democratic constitution imposed 

on Japan by the U.S.
Land, sea, and air forces = all 

disarmed
During the occupation – the U.S. 

sent over $2 billion in financial 
aid to Japan to help restore it


