	
	Pros
	Cons

	Descriptive Methods:
	
	- only describe behavior; do not tell us cause and effect (or “why?”)

	1. Case Study (in-depth investigation of one or a few individuals) 
	- Greater depth

- can study things otherwise impossible to study
	- individuals may be atypical

	2. Survey 
	- can measure attitudes, motives, and opinions
- can get lots of data (especially good if a random sample is used)
	- wording effect: the wording of the questions may influence answers

- relies on honesty and reflection of participants

- small rate of return is not likely to be representative

	3. Naturalistic Observation (behavior is observed in natural setting)
	- results have ecological (real world) significance
	- only describes behavior

	4. Correlation Studies 
	- useful for predicting behavior

- provides quantitative data about the strength of the relationship
	- only describes behavior

	5, Ex post facto experiment
	-useful for studying topics where experimentation would be unethical (does child abuse cause depression, for example)


	- only describes behavior

	Experimentation:
	
	

	1. Experiment
	- can determine cause and effect (“why?”)
	- may lack ecological (real-world) significance

- ethical issues may limit possibilities.


