
Name: _______________              Reading RI 2.4 

Honeybees 

   Honeybees are flying insects that drink the sugary liquid, or nectar, found in 

flowering plants. They have a special straw-like tongue called proboscis that 

allows them to easily drink the nectar. Honeybees are most attracted to blue, 

purple, and yellow flowers that smell sweet. When they get their nectar, pollen 

from the flowers sticks to the hairs on their bodies. This is a good thing because 

they end up carrying pollen from flower to flower. This is called pollination and it 

helps the flowering plants make new seeds. Many trees and plants couldn’t 

survive without bees. Honeybees also make honey and beeswax. People eat 

honey and use beeswax to make things like candles. Honeybees are social. They 

live in groups called colonies and live in a hive together where they help each other 

raise the young bees and gather food. Beehives are usually found in trees. As 

many as 60,000 bees can live in a single hive.  

				 

1. Explain what nectar is.  _____________________________________________ 

2. Explain what pollination is. _____________________________________________ 

3. Using clues from the text, what does the word social mean?  

____________________________________________ 

4. What are the three facts you learned about honeybees? 

___________________________________________ 

	

	

	



Name: _______________              Reading RI 2.4 

The Water Cycle 

   The water cycle is a term used to describe how water travels from 

the Earth, up to the sky, and back to Earth again. The water cycle 

begins with the sun. The energy from the sun heats the water on 

Earth and changes it from liquid to a gas. This is called evaporation. 

The water vapor goes into the air. Then, it condenses, and forms 

clouds. When the clouds move over the land, precipitation happens. 

Precipitation is when water falls back to the Earth in the form of 

rain, sleet, or snow. Some of this water soaks into the ground, but 

most of it flows back into the ocean. Then, the process repeats over 

and over.  

				 

5. Explain what the term water cycle means. 

_____________________________________________ 

6. Explain what evaporation is. _____________________________________________ 

7. Explain what precipitation is.  ____________________________________________ 

8. What are the three forms of precipitation? 

___________________________________________ 

	

	

	



Name: _______________              Reading RI 2.4 

Volcanoes 

   A volcano is a mountain that opens downward. Inside the volcano is a 

pool of hot liquid rock called magma. When pressure in the volcano 

builds up, it can erupt. Gases and rock shoot up through the opening of 

the volcano and spill over the sides. When magma leaves the volcano, it is 

called lava. Volcanoes can be active, dormant, or extinct. Active 

volcanoes are volcanoes that have regular activity, there are 1,900 active 

volcanoes across the world. Dormant volcanoes are volcanoes that have 

had some activity but are currently quiet. That is, they are not currently 

doing anything. Extinct volcanoes are volcanoes that have not erupted 

for a very long time and probably will never erupt again.  

				 

 

9. Explain what magma is.  _____________________________________________ 

10.Use the text to explain the three types of volcanoes. 

_____________________________________________ 

11. What does the text mean when it says that dormant volcanoes are quiet?  

____________________________________________ 

12. What are the three facts you learned about volcanoes? 

___________________________________________ 

	

	



Name: _______________              Reading RL 2.9 

The Frog Hunt  

     Ashley and Matthew were bored. They decided to go down to the pond and hunt for 

frogs. They didn’t want to catch the frogs, they just wanted to see how many they could find. 

So, they headed to the pond. When they arrived at the pond, they quietly walked down to the 

water’s edge and began looking for frogs. They looked on the rocks, under bushes, and in the 

water. They even looked for holes in the mud. Matt remember that frogs sometimes live in 

burrows in the ground. They searched for what seemed like hours but couldn’t find a single 

frog. It was extremely hot outside and the kids were beginning to give up. Suddenly, Matt saw 

something poking out of the water. “I think I found one,” Matt whispered. He leaned to get a 

closer look and fell into the water. Matt stood up and laughed. Then, Ashley jumped into the 

water and the two began to play. They had fun in the pond.  

				 Searching for Caterpillars 

     Minnie felt liked exploring. She headed to her backyard with a net and a small, clear 

container. She was going to find herself some caterpillars. It was a hot day, but Minnie didn’t 

let that stop her. She wanted to find at least two caterpillars, no matter how long it took her. 

She looked under small rocks and on every green leaf on every plant in her backyard. It 

seemed like she’d been searching for hours, but when Minnie got to the last plant, she finally 

found a caterpillar! She couldn’t find two, but she was glad that she found one. The 

caterpillar was black and fuzzy. When she held it in her hand, it tickled. She held it and petted 

it gently. She though he was the cutest thing ever. Minnie suddenly realized that the 

caterpillar belonged outside. She was proud that she had finally found it, but she decided 

that he wasn’t hers to keep. She carefully placed the caterpillar back onto the plant and 

said, “I hope the next time we see each other; you’ll be a beautiful butterfly. Goodbye, Mr. 

Caterpillar.” 



The Frog Hunt and Searching for Caterpillars 

RL 2.9 Week 3 Questions: 

1. How are the characters alike and different? 

 

 

2. How are the settings alike and different? 

 

 

3. How are the events in these two stories alike? 

 

 

4. Describe two ways that these stories are 

different?  

	

	

	

	



Name: _______________              Reading RL 2.9 

The Tortoise and the Hare 

     One day, a hare made fun of a tortoise for being slow. “Do you ever get anywhere?” 

he asked. “Of course, and I get there faster than you think. Let’s have a race so you 

can see for yourself” said the tortoise. The hare thought this was funny and agreed to 

race the tortoise. The hare sprinted off quickly and was soon out of sight. The hare 

knew he would easily win the race and noticed that the tortoise was nowhere to be seen. 

He decided to sit down and take a rest in the meadow because he knew there was no 

way the tortoise was going to catch up to him. The tortoise continued the race at a slow 

and steady pace and passed the hare who had fallen asleep. The hare woke up and saw 

that the tortoise was close to the finish line. He began to run as fast as he could but was 

unable to keep up. The tortoise won the race.  

 
The Fox and the Snail 

     One day, a fox was resting by the meadow. He saw a snail next to him and thought 

it would be funny to challenge the snail to a race. So, he did! “Hey, snail, want to 

race?” said the fox. “You got it!” said the snail. The snail immediately got started. He 

moved at a very slow pace, but he was, after all, a snail. The fox, on the other hand, 

decided to take a nap until evening time, when it would be much cooler. Plus, he knew 

that the snail didn’t have a chance against him. As the fox slept, the snail had an idea. 

He snuck onto the fox’s bushy tail and hid there out of sight. When evening arrived, 

the fox finally started the race. He didn’t see the snail anywhere, but he kept running. 

When he saw the finish line, he called out, “Snail, are you coming?’ “I’m ready here!” 

called the snail. The snail had snuck his way out of the fox’s tail and crossed the finish 

line without being seen. The snail won the race and the fox had to admit that he lost.  



The Tortoise and the Hare and The Fox and the 

Snail RL 2.9 Week 3 

1. How are the characters in these two stories 

alike? 

 

 

2. How are the settings of these two stories alike? 

 

 

3. How are the events in these two stories alike? 

 

 

4. Describe two ways that these stories are 

different?  

	

	

	


