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COMMUNITY
By Megan Crotty
RCC Writer/Editor

ASHEBORO — Five 
outstanding Randolph 
County high school stu-
dents have been chosen 
in a competitive process 
as Presidential Scholars 
at Randolph Community 
College for the 2020-21 
school year.

Luna Corona and 
Alberto Olivarez, both 
from Asheboro High 
School; Josie Parrish from 
Eastern Randolph High 
School; Rose Catherwood 
from Uwharrie Charter 
Academy; and Jeremiah 
Hodge from Wheatmore 
High School will receive 
two-year RCC schol-
arships through the 
Presidential Scholars 
program funded by the 
Randolph Community 
College Foundation.

High school students 
from public, private and 
home schools throughout 
Randolph County were 
invited to apply for the 
scholarships. Students 
who met the preliminary 
requirements were invited 
to attend a Presidential 
Scholars Day at RCC on 
March 10, where they 
learned more about 
the college and were 
interviewed by a com-
mittee of faculty and staff 

members. 
Finalists were chosen 

and invited back for a 
second interview with 
RCC President Dr. Robert 
Shackleford Jr., who made 
the final choice of five 
recipients.

Students’ academic 
records and extracurricu-
lar/community activities 
weighed into the selection 
of recipients, as did the 
interviews.

RCC Presidential 
Scholars receive a $2,500 
scholarship for their first 
year of study ($1,250 
for fall and $1,250 for 
spring) that is renew-
able for their second year 
of study. The students 
have the opportunity to 
serve as Ambassadors 

for the College, and meet 
regularly with President 
Shackleford.

Luna Corona of 
Asheboro plans on going 
into the health science 
field. A varsity athlete, 
she is also president of 
the AHS Key Club and 
a member of the AHS 
GlamourGals and AHS 
Chick-fil-A Leader 
Academy while holding a 
job at Cinemark Theater. 
She has volunteered at 
Lindley Park Elementary 
School, the Randolph 
County Public Library, 
the OneBlood Blood Drive 
and Christians United 
Outreach Center.

Alberto Olivarez of 

Asheboro plans to work on 
a college transfer degree 
and study business. He 
has been a member of the 
Distributive Education 
Clubs of America and 
the AHS Yearbook Staff, 
along with working at 
Bojangles and Food Lion. 
Olivarez is Venture pro-
gram, financial literacy 
and Word and PowerPoint 
certified.

Josie Parrish of 
Franklinville is pursu-
ing a nursing degree. At 
ERHS, she is involved 
in Beta Club, Junior 
Civitan and National 
FFA Organization, while 
playing tennis and man-
aging the football team. 
Parrish has worked at 

Sagebrush and Central 
Bakery and is a fourth-
generation firefighter 
with the Ramseur Fire 
Department.

Rose Catherwood of 
Asheboro is pursuing 
a degree in elementary 
education. She has been 
involved in Beta Club, 
student government, the 
dance team, her church 
youth group and the 
American Red Cross blood 
drive; teaches at Pointe 
South Dance and Tumble; 
is a school flex day vol-
unteer; and is a teacher’s 
assistant. Catherwood also 
works at Chick-fil-A.

Jeremiah Hodge of 
Thomasville is working on 

a college transfer degree 
with the hopes of studying 
marketing. He has been 
the president of the Junior 
Civitans Club, vice presi-
dent of the Beta Club and 
the senior representative 
on the Student Council 
while volunteering at his 
church. Hodge also has 
worked as an umpire and 
as a cashier/crew member 
at Cook Out.

The RCC Foundation is 
a non-profit organization 
that provides a margin of 
excellence for Randolph 
Community College by 
building a strong rela-
tionship with the local 
community, acquiring and 
managing contributions 
and funding activities that 
support the College.
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A S H E B O R O  —  T h e 
annual Human Race event 
has always been about fun-
draising, but it has now 
become a platform for local
non-profit organizations 
to raise the funds needed 
to aid their missions and 
the vulnerable popula-
tions they serve during this 
pandemic. 

The Volunteer Center 
has a collective goal to raise 
$157,500 before Saturday, 
June 20. 

More than 75 local non-
profits have signed up with 
teams of fundraisers that 
can easily be supported 
online. Several for-profit 
companies have also cre-
ated fundraising teams 
to raise money for non-
profits that align with their 
values. These organiza-
tions are still fundraising 
and now is more important 
than ever.

On a regular day, these 
organizations are serv-
ing food to those that are 
hungry, freeing dogs from 
heavy chains, empower-
ing the next generation, 
building homes for those 
without, showing sup-
port for those who need
it, gathering resources for 
veterans, supporting those 
with disabilities, educat-
ing children at every level, 
offering health and well-
ness to all and more.

With the effects of the 
pandemic, fundraising for 
many of them has com-
pletely stopped or reduced 
significantly. Many have 
small teams that are trying 
to reach the masses with 
small volunteer crews. The 
number of people knock-
ing on the doors of these 
organizations has doubled 

in some cases as more are 
out of work and in need of 
resources.

The Volunteer Center 
needs your help. Just 
$25 could feed a family, 
replenish supplies, pay 
for gas needed to deliver 
medications to those in 
need and more. 

To choose an organiza-
tion or team to donate to or 
to support a specific team 
member, visit https://
thehumanrace.itsyour-
race.com/Fundraising.
aspx?id=13127; you can 
search for a specific team 
member using the search 
bar. 

To donate to the over-
all cause, visit https://

thehumanrace.itsy-
ourrace.com/donate.
aspx?id=13127.

Participating non-
profi t organizations 
include:

— American Cancer Society
— After Gateway
— Animal Rescue and Foster 
Program
— Break of Life Church
— BackPack Beginnings
— Beautiful Butterfl ies
— Bingo Pet Hospice
— Black Child Development
Institute
— Break the Chain Kennel 
Kru
— Ronald McDonald House
— Child Evangelism

Fellowship of Greater 
Greensboro
— Chosen Generation
Connection
— Church World Service 
Greensboro
— Combat Female Veterans 
Families United
— Communication Services 
for the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing
— Community Housing 
Solutions
— Corporation of
Guardianship
— CreateME
— Empowered Girls of North
Carolina
— Epilepsy Alliance NC
— FaithAction International 
House
— Feral Cat Assistance

Program
— Future Hope Single 
Parents’ Ministry
— GCS American Indian 
Education
— GMCPD — Greensboro 
Mayor's Council for Persons
with Disabilities
— Grandma’s Handz
— Greensboro Bar 
Association
— Greensboro Farmers Curb
Market
— Guilford Green 
Foundation
— Hand In Hand Water
Safety Awareness
— Haynes-Inman Education
Center PTA
— Helping Hands of High 
Point
— Herald Charters
— Herbin-Metz Education 
Center PTA
— Authoracare (formerly 
Hospice and Palliative Care
of Greensboro)
— Interactive Resource 
Center
— Kellin Foundation Smiles 
4 Miles
— Keri’s Crusade for ALS
— maCares
— Manasseh Baptist Church
— Mental Health 
Greensboro
— National MS Society
— NBCC Foundation
— NC African Service
Coalition
— Nehemiah Community 
Empowerment Center
— One Step Further
— Operation Xcel
— People to People Liason
— Resources for Artful 
Living
— Ruff Love Rescue
— Senior Resources of 
Guilford
— SHIELD Mentor Program
— Singing Dog Farm
— The Sparrow’s Nest and
Black Suit Initiative

— TC Men’s Ministry
— The Arc of Greensboro
— The Circle Foundation NC
— The Servant Center
— The Volunteer Center
— This is My Sexy
— Tiny House Community
Development
— Triad Golden Retriever
Rescue
— Triad Health Project
— Triangle Beagle Trotters
— United Way of Greater
Greensboro
— Victory Junction
— Women’s Resource
Center

For help locating a non-
profit that aligns most with
your values, email jordan@
volunteergso.org.

Are you a non-profit
team leader or team cap-
tain? Do you need help?
The Volunteer Center is
hosting virtual training
sessions each Thursday
to help you with any mar-
keting ideas, tech issues or
fundraising ideas. 

To schedule a train-
ing session, visit https://
calendly.com/jordan-
lacenski/humanracetrain
ings?month=2020-04. 

T h e y  a l s o  h a v e  a
Facebook group for non-
profits you can join to
interact with other non-
profit participants and
get event details. To join
the Facebook group, put
Human Race Nonprofits
in the search bar.

The Volunteer Center sets fundraising goal for non-profi ts

A S H E B O R O  — 
Zachariah Mabe has been
awarded the Randolph 
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e 
F o u n d a t i o n  R e t i r e e 
Scholarship for the 2020-21 
school year. The scholarship 
was established to honor
retired RCC faculty and 
staff members.

Mabe, who was chosen 
a m o n g  t h e  2 0 2 0 - 2 1 

P r e s i d e ntial  Scholar
applicants for the $1,000 
scholarship, will be seek-
ing an Associate in Science 
degree at RCC, and then 
transfer to NC State 
University to major in 
Mechanical Engineering. 

Mabe is a member of the 
Boy Scouts of America, the 
Beta Club, the National 
FFA Organization and the

Southwestern Randolph 
High School cross coun-
try and track teams. He 
also works for Mabe’s 
Construction as an appren-
tice welder.

The RCC Foundation 
is a non-profit organi-
zation that provides a 
margin of excellence for 
Randolph Community 
College by building a strong

relationship with the local 
community, acquiring and 
managing contributions and 
funding activities that sup-
port the college.

For information on 
contributing to the RCC 
Foundation, contact Lorie 
McCroskey, director of 
development, at 336-
633-1118 or llmccroskey@
randolph.edu.

Mabe awarded RCC Foundation Retiree Scholarship
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