
396 Reading Informational TextsPart 2

How to prepare for an earthquake is a serious topic. To find out more about it,

you might want to do some research on the Internet. If you prepare a report

on your research, you’ll need to include a bibliography or Works Cited list.

FOCUS: DOCUMENTATION
• The following Works Cited is a listing of Internet resources on the topic

of earthquake preparedness.

• The citations are listed in alphabetical order by author and title, follow-

ing the style of the Modern Language Association.

• The electronic address (URL) is listed last in each citation.

• The date the Web site was accessed comes right before the URL.

TERMS TO KNOW
Bibliography_a list of sources of information on a subject, also called

Works Cited.

Citation_an entry in a list of sources of information on a subject.

Database_a large collection of information stored in a computer, organ-

ized so that it can be expanded, updated, and retrieved rapidly for various

uses.

Source_a book, document, or person that provides information.

URL_uniform resource locator, a site’s Internet address.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 b
y 

H
ol

t,
R

in
eh

ar
t 

an
d 

W
in

st
on

.
A

ll 
ri

gh
ts

 r
es

er
ve

d.

Works Cited List: 
Earthquake Preparedness

Reading
Skills

Understand how
to cite sources in

a Works Cited
list.
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Order in Which Information Is Presented 
in an Internet Citation

1. Author’s Last Name [,] Author’s First Name and Middle Initial (if given) [,]

abbreviation such as Ed (if appropriate) [.]

2. [“] Title of Work Found in Online Scholarly Project, on Database or in

Periodical [”] or [“] Title of Posting to Discussion List or Forum (taken from

the subject line) [.] [“] Followed by the description Online posting [.]

3. Title of Book (underlined) [.]

4. The abbreviation Ed. followed by Name of Editor (if relevant and not cited

earlier, as in Ed. Susan Smith) [.]

5. Publication information for any print version of the source: City of

Publication [:] Name of Publisher [,] year of publication [.]

6. Title of Scholarly Project, Database, Magazine, Professional Site, or Personal

Site (underlined) [.]

7. Name of Editor of Scholarly Project or Database (if available) [.]

8. Volume number, issue number, or other identifying number of the source (if

available) [.]

9. Date of electronic publication, posting, or latest update (often found at the

bottom of the site’s home page)[.]

10. Name of Subscription Service [,] and, if a library, Name of Library [,] Name

of City [,] and Abbreviation of State in which library is located [.]

11. For a posting to a discussion list or forum, Name of List or Forum [.]

12. If sections are numbered, number range or total number of pages, para-

graphs, or other sections (if information is available) [.]

13. Name of Institution or Organization Sponsoring or Associated with the Web

Site [.]

14. Date on which source was accessed [.]

15. [<] Electronic address (URL) of source [>] or, if a subscription service, [<] URL

of service’s main page (if known) [>] and [Keyword: Keyword Assigned by

Service] or [Path: sequence of topics followed to reach the page cited, as in

the first topic [;] second topic [;] third topic [;] and so on, ending with the

page you are citing] [.]
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398 Reading Informational TextsPart 2

Is the third citation a 
consumer, workplace, or
public document?

In the fourth citation, circle
the name of the database in
which this source can be
found.

WORKS CITED

American National Red Cross. “Earthquake,” 2001. 14 Mar. 2002.

<http://www.redcross.org/services/disaster/keepsafe/readyearth.html>

California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services. “Earthquake

Planners.” Ready to Ride It Out? Earthquake Preparedness Resources

2000. 6 Mar. 2002 <http://www.oes.ca.gov/oeshomep.nsf/

21c34a7f4ddb32098825645300503679/cc054ff97a8016598825644c0003

d18f?OpenDocument>

Earthquake Safety Kit. “Full Product List.” Earthquake Safety Kit. 14

Mar. 2002. <http://www.earthquakesafetykit.com/mof15/

Full_Product_List/full_product_list.html>

Federal Emergency Management Agency. “Fact Sheet: Earthquakes.” 10

Jan. 1998. Virtual Library and Electronic Reading Room. 6 Mar. 2002.

<http://www.fema.gov/library/quakef.htm>

Global Earthquake Response Center. “Office Equipment.” Catalogue.

Global Earthquake Response Center. 14 Mar. 2002. <http://

www.earthquake.com/catalog/WebMagic_Pro?page=../

main.html&cart_id=>

Los Angeles City Fire Department. “The Earthquake Preparedness

Handbook,” 1997. 6 Mar. 2002. <http://www.lafd.org/eqindex.htm>  

Teves, Oliver. “Strong Earthquake Rocks Southern Philippines,

Causing Eight Deaths, Injuring 15 People.” Associated Press. San

Francisco Gate. 3/6/02 3:26 PST. 6 Mar. 2002. <http://www.sfgate.com/

cgibin/article.cgi?file=/news/archive/2002/03/06/international0626EST

0546.DTL>

TerBush Industries. “School Emergency Student Locator Signs.”

Advertisement. TerBush Industries. 14 Mar. 2002. <http://

www.terbushind.com/MERCHANT2/merchant.mv?Screen=

PROD&Store_Code=TI&Product_Code=SESLS&Category_Code=PF>

U.S. Geological Survey. “Earthquake Hazards Program,” 2 Oct. 2000. 6

Mar. 2002. <http://quake.wr.usgs.gov/prepare/> 

When was the second cita-
tion accessed, or viewed, on
the Internet?

Circle the URL, or Internet
address, for the first citation.

Is the sixth citation a 
consumer, workplace, or
public document?



Work Cited List: Earthquake Preparedness      399

Skills ReviewSkills Review
C

op
yr

ig
ht

 ©
 b

y 
H

ol
t,

R
in

eh
ar

t 
an

d 
W

in
st

on
.

A
ll 

ri
gh

ts
 r

es
er

ve
d.

Reading
Skills
Analyze the
structure and
format of a
Works Cited list.

Complete the sample test item below. The box at the right explains why three of these

choices are not correct.

Works Cited List

Explanation of the Correct Answer

The correct answer is C. 

The title is listed second, unless there is

no author, so A is incorrect. The URL is

listed last, so B is incorrect. The date of

access is listed before the URL, so D is

incorrect.

Sample Test Item

The first piece of information listed in a

bibliographic citation is the_

A title of the work

B URL

C author’s last name

D date of access

3. Which of the following is most likely

to be a workplace document?

A Global Earthquake Response

Center. “Office Equipment.”

Catalogue. Global Earthquake

Response Center. 

B American National Red Cross.

“Earthquake,” 2001.

C TerBush Industries. “School

Emergency Student Locator

Signs.” Advertisement. TerBush

Industries. 

D Teves, Oliver. “Strong Earthquake

Rocks Southern Philippines,

Causing Eight Deaths, Injuring 15

People.” Associated Press. San

Francisco Gate. 3/6/02 3:26 PST. 

1. In a Works Cited list, citations are 

listed_

A by URL

B by electronic publication date

C by the date the article was

accessed

D alphabetically by author and title

2. In a citation, the date an article was

accessed goes_

F after the title of the work

G before the author’s name

H after the URL

J before the URL

DIRECTIONS: Circle the letter of the best response to each item.
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