
LRS Referendum FAQ’s 
 

Q. How much is this going to cost homeowners in Lake Ridge? 
A. We have worked with our financial advisors to develop a property tax calculator. We 
encourage all Lake Ridge homeowners to use the calculator to learn what the referenda will 
cost homeowners. 
Q. What will happen if the referendum fails? 
A. First, we hope that you and others do agree that our schools help make our community a 
great place to live and that we should make the investments necessary to provide our students 
with quality educational options. If we are not successful, we will have to make deep cuts that 
will impact our ability to provide our student with the quality education they need and deserve. 
Click here to learn more. 
Q. Why have a referendum? 
A. State and federal funding for public schools continues to be substantially decreased. This 
combined with the growing cost of educational resources, makes it important for our district to 
seek local voter support to maintain the quality of our programs and retain our outstanding staff 
and teachers. 
As LRS facilities age they become less energy efficient and technology and security upgrades 
cannot meet new standards. Voter support will enable the community and the school district to 
renovate our schools and ensure that our students have access to the learning resources they 
need and deserve. 
This has been a deliberative process that has involved our board members and our schools’ 
leadership. We are not rushing this process, we are simply making the right choice at the right 
time with the options that are available to us. To delay the funding of these projects can result in 
additional costs and a loss of teachers. Capital costs will continue to increase and will result in 
costly remodeling projects in the future if the need is not addressed at this time. 
On November 6th, Lake Ridge voters will have the opportunity to decide whether or not LRS will 
be able to continue to provide our students with safe and high-quality learning environments. 
Q. Who decided that it was important to seek voter support via a referendum? 
A. The locally elected school board held meetings to determine the most effective use of funds, 
and the results of those meetings, including working sessions, and reviews by professional 
partners resulted in the recommendations that we will discuss at public meetings. 
Q. Who can vote? 
A. Any registered voter living in the Lake Ridge New Tech School district is eligible to vote. 
Q. How are school funds being used to promote the referendums? 
A. State law is very clear on the use of funds. No school funds will be used to promote the 
referendums. 
Q. How will additional funding impact our community? 
A. Additional funds will send a clear signal to Lake Ridge residents and others in northwest 
Indiana, that Lake Ridge is prepared to make the investments necessary to improve the quality 
of life in our community. With support from voters, additional help will keep our school district 
vibrant and make it attractive to families seeking a good place to live and raise their families. 
Q. What additional citizen input is required to move forward? 
A. Throughout this process we will remain consistent, accessible, and transparent in all our 
actions. Please attend LRS public meetings and sign up for our monthly e-newsletter to keep up 
to date about future public meetings.https://mailchi.mp/d43dd2a0afe6/signup- 
for-lrs-newsletter 

Q. How will referendum funds be used? 
A. Referendum funds will be used to maintain current operations such as bussing, classroom 
technology, and school building infrastructure and operations including; renovations, HVAC, 
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windows, secure entrances and mechanical and technology upgrades for required fire 
prevention and carbon dioxide monitoring. 
Referendum funds will be important to not only the functionality and educational performance 
of LRS, the funds will also ensure that the Lake Ridge New Tech Schools District remains one of 
our community’s primary economic development assets. 
Q. Why did the school district invest first in the sports complex? 
A. In 2016, the track and football complex was deemed unfit for use and drainage issues cased 
the outer areas to deteriorate. The track and football project was done without raising taxpayer 
rates due to the school district’s debt management practices. 
Q. How will this referendum help our students? 
A. It is our belief, and the opinion of the Lake Ridge Student Innovation Team that comfortable 
and safe learning environments are important to academic performance and student learning. 
The funds that LRS receives will be vital for our schools, teachers and learning environments to 
be successful in educating and preparing our students for the work place of the future and a 
post-secondary education. 
Q. What are the numbers? 
Operating: $2.8 million per year for eight years. 
Capital Improvements: $40 million. 


