PAULSBORO BOARD OF EDUCATION

REORGANIZATION MEETING

Monday, January 2, 2014
BOARD SECRETARY PRESIDES

The Reorganization Meeting of the Paulsboro Board of Education was called to order on the above date at approximately 7:00 PM by the Board Secretary, Jennifer Johnson, reading the following statement:  
“As required under the guidelines of the Open Public Meeting Law, notice of this meeting was sent to the South Jersey Times, the Borough Clerk, and posted in the Borough Hall. As Board Secretary I, therefore, declare this to be a legal meeting of the Paulsboro Board of Education.” The Pledge of Allegiance was then recited by all.

The newly elected and re-elected members of the Paulsboro Board of Education were sworn in by Jennifer Johnson, Board Secretary.

Bonnie Eastlack

3 Year term re-elected 
Marvin Hamilton

3 Year term newly elected
Lisa Lozada-Shaw

3 Year term re-elected

Irma Stevenson


2 Year term unexpired - appointed
Lisa Priest


1 Year term unexpired – newly elected
Informational:  Gerald Hodges, Sr. was elected to the Board of Education on Tuesday, November, 5, 2013.  Mr. Hodges informed the Interim Superintendent of Schools in writing that he is unable to accept the position on the Board of Education.  Since Gerald Hodges, Sr. was not qualified to accept the elected position to serve on the Board of Education, the Executive County Superintendent selects the replacement.   The Interim Superintendent and the President of the Board of Education advertised the vacancy on the Board of Education and consulted with the School Attorney.  They then provided all relevant information to the Executive County Superintendent of Schools.   The Executive County Superintendent of Schools selected Irma R. Stevenson.

Lisa Priest was elected to the one year unexpired term.  Upon written confirmation from the State of New Jersey Department of Education, Mrs. Priest has passed the criminal background check required by N.J.S. 18A:12-1.  She will be sworn in.
A roll call of the members was then taken with the following members present: Mr. Andrew Chapkowski, Greenwich Township Representative, Ms. Bonnie Eastlack, Mrs. Paula Giampola, Mr. Marvin Hamilton, Mr. Joseph Lisa, Mrs. Lisa Lozada-Shaw, Mr. Thomas Ridinger, Mrs. Irma Stevenson and Mr. Jim Walter.  Also present were Dr. Walter Quint, Superintendent, Ms. Jennifer Johnson, Business Administrator and Board Secretary, and student representative, Tahje Thomas.   

NOMINATIONS
The Board Secretary requested nominations for the office of President of the Paulsboro Board of Education.

Motion made by Stevenson, seconded by Giampola to nominate Mr. Ridinger as President.  The Board Secretary asked if there were any other nominations.  With no other nominations, the Board Secretary closed nominations and a roll call vote was taken.
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Chapkowski, Ms. Eastlack, Mrs. Giampola, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Lisa, Mrs. Lozada-Shaw, Mr. Ridinger, Mrs. Stevenson and Mr. Walter voting 9 YES    














Motion carried

BOARD PRESIDENT PRESIDES


President Ridinger requested nominations for the office of Vice President of the Paulsboro Board of Education.

Motion made by Stevenson, seconded by Ridinger to nominate Ms. Eastlack as Vice President.  The Board President asked if there were any other nominations.  Another nominating motion was made by Chapkowski, seconded by Hamilton for Mr. Walter as Vice President.  

With no other nominations the Board President closed nominations and a roll call vote was taken.

Motion made by Stevenson, seconded by Ridinger to nominate Ms. Eastlack as Vice President.

Roll Call Vote: Ms. Eastlack, Mrs. Giampola, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Lisa, Mrs. Lozada-Shaw, Mr. Ridinger, and Mrs. Stevenson voting 7 YES  Mr. Chapkowski voting 1 NO,   Mr. Walter 1 Abstain













Motion carried

Ms. Eastlack accepted the Vice President Chair and the meeting continued.
REGULAR MEETING

Motion made by Hamilton, seconded by Lozada-Shaw to adopt the Policies, By-Laws, and Rules & Regulations of the previous Board of Education. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Chapkowski, Ms. Eastlack, Mrs. Giampola, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Lisa, Mrs. Lozada-Shaw, Mr. Ridinger, Mrs. Stevenson and Mr. Walter voting 9 YES    














Motion carried

Motion made by Stevenson, seconded by Hamilton to adopt the New Jersey School Boards Association (NJSBA) Code of Ethics.
Informational:  NJSBA recommends that the Board of Education annually review and adopt a “Code of Ethics.” 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Chapkowski, Ms. Eastlack, Mrs. Giampola, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Lisa, Mrs. Lozada-Shaw, Mr. Ridinger, Mrs. Stevenson and Mr. Walter voting 9 YES    














Motion carried

Motion made by Giampola, seconded by Walter to approve the Board Secretary until the next reorganization meeting to:

1. Award contracts up to the bid threshold ($36,000)/quote threshold ($5,400).
2. Use state contracts for purchasing of goods and services.
3. Approve bill payments between board meetings.



Informational:  Utility bill payments will be paid when due for the 2013-2014 school year and included on subsequent bill list for approval.

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Chapkowski, Ms. Eastlack, Mrs. Giampola, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Lisa, Mrs. Lozada-Shaw, Mr. Ridinger, Mrs. Stevenson and Mr. Walter voting 9 YES    














Motion carried

Motion made by Giampola, seconded by Stevenson to approve to confirm required actions and appointments made by the previous Board of Education through June 30, 2014 as per the attached list.  

Informational: This is the first time that the Paulsboro Board of Education conducted a November election. This is, therefore, the first time the Board of Education will reorganize in January.    Following the April 2013 election the Board of Education reorganized for school business.  At that time, it took all of the required actions and made the required appointments for school business for the period July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014.  If the new Board of Education confirms these actions until June 30, 2014 it can then wait until June 2014 before acting on these matters.  This approach provides time for newly seated members of the Board of Education to participate in the process of selecting professionals and taking other required actions before they must vote on these important matters.  This procedure also places the actions and appointments on the same cycle as the school budget from July 1 – June 30.  
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Chapkowski, Ms. Eastlack, Mrs. Giampola, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Lisa, Mrs. Lozada-Shaw, Mr. Ridinger, Mrs. Stevenson and Mr. Walter voting 9 YES    














Motion carried

RESOLUTION

Motion made by Giampola, seconded by Lozada-Shaw to adopt the following resolution to approve a contract with Dr. Walter C. Quint to serve as Interim Superintendent of Schools for the period September 1, 2014 – August 31, 2015. 

The Paulsboro Board of Education hereby resolves to appoint Dr. Walter Quint as Interim Superintendent of the Paulsboro School District beginning September 1, 2014 and ending August 31, 2015 pursuant to the terms of the proposed Contract of Employment attached hereto which has been approved by the Interim Executive County Superintendent of Schools as appears by the letter attached hereto and the Board of Education hereby authorizes Board Vice President Bonnie Eastlack to sign the Contract on behalf of the Board of Education.

I hereby certify the foregoing resolution was adopted by the Paulsboro Board of Education on January 2, 2014.
____________________________________________________

Jennifer Johnson, Board Secretary/Business Administrator

Informational:  Dr. Quint is currently serving as Interim Superintendent on a one-year contract from September 1, 2013 – August 31, 2014.  The New Jersey Department of Education allows an Interim Superintendent to serve a given district for a period not to exceed two years via two one-year contracts.   All terms and conditions of the contract 
being recommended are the same as the Board of Education’s current agreement with Dr. 
Quint.  The recommended contract was reviewed by School Solicitor Philipp Duvilla and Board of Education Vice President Bonnie Eastlack before being approved by Executive County Superintendent of School Thomas Dowd. 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Chapkowski, Ms. Eastlack, Mrs. Giampola, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Lisa, Mrs. Lozada-Shaw, Mrs. Stevenson and Mr. Walter voting 8 YES; Mr. Ridinger 1 Abstain   














Motion carried

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PETITIONS
None
OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Hamilton asked Dr. Quint to explain any knowledge he had regarding the letter that was sent out regarding the water towers being contaminated.  Mr. Lisa asked Dr. Quint if the school water was tested.

Dr. Quint explained his interpretation from reading the letter is the Borough of Paulsboro water is no more contaminated than neighboring towns.  The letter explained the levels of mercury are acceptable as a result of measures taken by the Borough.  The school water was not required to be tested as a result of this letter.  The school water just as the town’s water is safe.  
NEW BUSINESS
None

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None

NEXT PUBLIC MEETING
Thursday, January 30, 2014 – 7:00 p.m.
Regular Meeting

· The Board will take official action at this meeting.

· The meeting is open to the public and comments will be solicited from citizens in attendance.
Motion made by Giampola, seconded by Walter and unanimously carried (9-0) to adjourn the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Board Secretary/Business Administrator[image: image1.png]
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