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School leadership changes announced
Gavin Vincent The Courier-Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

After a year of general uncertainty
while navigating life in a pandemic,
many school districts are eager to put
their best foot forward in the coming

school year. In the 2021-2022 school
year, Randolph County will undergo
quite a few changes in its leadership.
Here's a list of the county's principals, the positions they're leaving behind and the ones they're moving to ﬁll
in the upcoming school year.

h From NE Randolph Middle to Liberty Elementary - Dana Johnson
h From New Market Elementary to
Archdale Elementary - Kim Bowie
h From Liberty Elementary to Level
Cross Elementary - Kelli Harrell
h From Braxton Craven School

TAPPING INTO
TECHNOLOGY

(school has closed) to Northeastern
Randolph Middle - Anthony Grosch
h From Hopewell Elementary to
Trinity Middle - Aaron Barr
h From Tabernacle Elementary to
See LEADERSHIP, Page 2A

Racism as
a barrier in
US politics
Michael Collins and Chelsey Cox 
USA TODAY

The new class of beginners at Liberty Senior Center is excited to learn more.
RANDOLPH COUNTY SENIOR ADULTS ASSOCIATION

Classes help bring seniors up to
speed on all things digital
Petruce Jean-Charles Asheboro Courier-Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK
July 21, 2021 7:52 am (GMT -4:00)

inger Flynt is a self-taught technology wizard who has been using the com-

WASHINGTON – Americans of all
political persuasions agree that overcoming racism is more important than
ever.
But views on racism’s impact reﬂect
the nation’s deep political divide.
A new Hidden Common Ground
survey by Public Agenda and USA TODAY shows stark partisan diﬀerences
over whether racism is a barrier to participation in the political process and
whether addressing racism requires
systemic change.
A majority of Democrats, independents and politically unaﬃliated
Americans surveyed say racism can
make it diﬃcult for some Americans to
participate in civic and political life.
An overwhelming number of Republicans say all Americans have an equal
opportunity to participate, regardless
of race.
“For sure, it’s a barrier,” Haleigh
Mooney, 26, a Democrat and freelance
artist in Orlando, Florida, says in a follow-up interview with USA TODAY.
Frank Dorr, 61, a Republican from
New Gloucester, Maine, doesn’t see
race as an impediment to political participation.
“I’m a person who believes that
someone’s qualiﬁed, that’s all that
matters,” says Dorr, a network engineer. “That’s the most important
thing. If you’re qualiﬁed to do something, you should do it. So I can’t see
why that would be a barrier (to) politics or any other occupation.”
A majority of Democrats (88%)
agree that overcoming racism requires
more than changing people’s attitudes, it requires fundamental
changes in laws and institutions.
Strong majorities of independents
(67%) and politically unaﬃliated
Powered by TECNAVIA
Americans (70%)
share that view.
Almost half of Republicans (46%)
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New Market Elementary - Justin Pugh
h From Archdale Elementary to
Southmont Elementary - Paula LaPlant
h From Level Cross Elementary to
Trindale Elementary - Cindy Walker
Principals that are new to the role include Principal Beth Davis of Farmer Elementary. Davis previously diverted her
time equally between Tabernacle Elementary and Farmer elementary as
Asst. Principal.
Another assistant principal who has
graduated to the position of principal is
Justine Carter, who now presides over
the Virtual Academy at Randolph. Carter moved from an Asst. Principal position at Trinity High School.

Asheboro City School
administrative changes
Asheboro City Schools in a Friday

Digital
Continued from Page 1A

ogy in a comfortable environment without pressure.
“Most of these things for people who
use computers daily are taken for granted,” Flynt said. “But, learning with their
peers is great to help them discover that
they aren’t the only ones who didn’t
know technology. It builds self-conﬁdence in many of our seniors.”
Many of the older adults have gone
to other classes but became frustrated because they were not basic. Some
of them even asked their children, but
that also was a struggle, according to
Flynt.
With that knowledge in mind, the organization ordered tablets and iPads to
train center directors to teach the seniors. However, Flynt believes it takes
more patience and sometimes explain-

Racism
Continued from Page 1A

The biggest divisions in how Americans see the issue are not among race
but party aﬃliation.
Three-quarters of Americans strongly or somewhat agree that overcoming
racism is more important than ever.
There are modest diﬀerences of opinion
by race on the question: 83% of Black
Americans, 74% of white Americans
and 72% of Latino Americans agree
with the proposition.
The gaps are wider when the data is
broken down by partisanship. Ninetyone percent of Democrats say overcoming racism is more important than ever,
compared with smaller majorities of Republicans (60%), independents (71%)
and politically unaﬃliated people
(76%).
Partisan diﬀerences are more pronounced on questions about the eﬀect
of racism on political participation.
July 21, 2021 7:53 am (GMT -4:00)
A majority of Democrats (58%) and
similar percentages of independents

From left: Paula LaPlant, Dana Johnson, Justin Pugh, Beth Davis, Kelli Harrell, Justine Carter, Anthony Grosch, Kim Bowie,
Aaron Barr, Bruce Carroll. Not pictured: Cindy Walker. PHOTO COURTESY OF TIM MOODY

press release announced similar administrative changes.
h From Charles W. McCrary Elementary School to South Asheboro Middle
School-Julie Brady
h From numerous locations within

the Asheboro City Schools system to
Charles W. McCrary Elementary
School- Chris Burian
h From the Triad-Piedmont area to
the position of the Director of Exceptional Children- Tracie Ross

Gavin Vincent is a Storytelling and
Content Coach with a passion for the
news and social issues. Feel free to reach
out regarding stories or tips to gvincent@gannett.com.

ing from the very beginning for older
adults to understand.
“Seniors, for the most part, are very
smart and desperately want to learn,
and they do; they can,” Flynt said.
Flynt loves seeing them dip their toes
in the technology pool and ﬁnds it rewarding to share the expertise, even if it
is basic.
Nancy Henderson, association board
member president, quickly took the
class following the announcement because she wanted to see what she could
do with her phone. She did not hesitate
to ask for help when it came to texting
and emailing.
Henderson appreciated the session,
which came with eight classes, two per
week for four weeks; speciﬁcally developed for people like her to learn by
building skills in each class.
Topics cover the basics such as the
device and how to operate it, wi-ﬁ and
data, email, photos, Google, Google
Maps, calendars, and navigating web-

sites. People are then able to take their
devices home and use the lesson notebook to practice.
She watched ﬁrsthand the scrunched
eyes and confused looks turn into wide
smiles as people in her class realized
they could do tasks such as online shopping or use Google Maps.
Pam Edney, 61, admits she was
mind-blown at the prospect of using
Google Maps voice function for directions. “I feel like I’m actually in the
21st century now. With my cellphone,
I now know how to use it. I could use
the navigation on my phone, and I
didn’t know that.”
Edney further appreciated how the
directors taught the class, not making
her feel bad for her lack of knowledge.
She never felt like they were on diﬀerent
levels. She was also amazed at how they
were able to teach everyone with their
diﬀerent needs.
She recalls seeing people ages 60 to
nearly 100 years old, one of them being

her 95-year-old neighbor who she went
with. “We were both having hard moments at diﬀerent points, but we
learned a lot and were thrilled to death
we took the class.”
This is Edney’s ﬁrst introduction to
the senior center, and she hopes the
class continues to help others master
their technology.
Whether making doctor appointments or playing online games such as
solitaire, the association wants older
adults to join the technology-driven
world. Flynt enjoys being a part of this
process.
If the class could change one person’s
life to be happier and less isolated, it is a
home run for the organization.
Petruce Jean-Charles is a Government Watchdog Reporter. They are interested in what’s going on in the community and are open to tips on people,
businesses and issues. Contact Petruce
at pjeancharles@gannett.com and follow @PetruceKetsia on Twitter.

cans agree that overcoming racism requires fundamental changes, compared
with 65% of white Americans and 73%
of Latino Americans.
Staﬀord Keels, 53, a retired Democrat
in Florence, South Carolina, says new
laws enacted by at least 17 states that restrict voting access need to be overturned. “If they’re not overturned, then
it’s going to be pretty much that a lot of
the same people are still in power,” he
says. “We can’t have change if we aren’t
able to vote.”
Panu Lansiri, a Democrat who works
as a treatment plant operator in Chicago, says voting restrictions appear to
target Blacks, Hispanics, Asians and
other demographic groups who may not
work traditional 9-to-5 shifts and would
beneﬁt from expanded voting hours.
“It just seems that they’re trying to
narrow away with where the Republicans can be able to keep control by just
keeping certain demographics out,”
says Lansiri, 42.
Stephanie Johnson, 68, who lives in
Dallas and views herself as a RepubliPowered by TECNAVIA
can on some issues and an independent
on others, says the partisan ﬁghts over

