Mr. Bates												        
jonathan.bates@hcbe.net				
9th Literature and Composition							

Course Description:
Students will improve and expand their skills in the areas of literature, composition, grammar, vocabulary, speaking, and listening.
Text:  HMH Into Literature textbook and Various Novels
Students will be responsible for replacement costs of lost or damaged textbooks and novels.
Standards:
This course will adhere to the Georgia Standards of Excellence for 9th grade English language arts.  For more information, please see www.GeorgiaStandards.org
Class Rules:
1. Be respectful at all times to everyone.
2. Be on time with the appropriate materials.
3. Put your food and drink items away.
4. Clean your area before leaving.
Consequences:
Failure to adhere to classroom rules will not be tolerated.
· First offense:  Warning
· Second offense: 30 minutes of teacher detention (before or after school)
· Third offense: Contact parents and VHS administration
· Additional violations of school or classroom rules will be dealt with on an individual basis.
Required Supplies:
· A binder with paper
· Coloring utensils for personal use (markers, colored pencils, etc.)
· Highlighters (3 different colors)
· Any other supplies deemed required by Mr. Bates as the semester progresses.
· Although not required, a laptop or Chromebook would be useful. Most work in class will be submitted through Google Classroom. Class sets of Chromebooks will be available for use if you are not able to bring a computer to class regularly. 
Desired Supplies:
I have purchased a number of classroom supplies for my students out of my own personal funds in an effort to provide the best education possible.  We are still in need of the regularly utilized items listed below.  These supplies are frequently running low and rely on parent and student donations to keep them in available to the students. If you could please bring in one or more of these items to contribute to the classroom for the students’ use it would be much appreciated.  
· Coloring utensils
· Hand sanitizer
· Pencils (mechanical or wooden)
· Construction Paper
· Glue sticks



Grading: 
	Major assessments  
                                                45%  
	Tests, projects, presentations, essays, and specific performance objectives. 

	Minor Assessments                20% 
 
	Quizzes, journals, vocabulary, and writing reflections/drafts. Quizzes will be intermediate assessments that will measure specific objectives and concepts. 

	Daily Work                             15% 
	Classwork/homework/seminar preparation and participation 

	Final Assessment                    20% 
	Final exam


 
Major Projects: 
All projects will be assigned well in advance and notice will be sent home with the student. Some of these projects will need to be completed using a computer or similar device. If there is a technology issue, you must make me aware of the situation well in advance of the due date. Last minute excuses will not be permitted. It is your responsibility to save multiple drafts. 
 
This course includes a cumulative exam at the end of the semester. 

Exemptions: 
The final exam can be exempted as per the guidance delivered in the student handbook.
· They have a B average (80 or above).
· Are absent no more than 5 days during the semester.
· Must not have been assigned to ISS or OSS during the semester.
· Must have cleared all obligations to the school
· Must not have received Hospital Homebound Services.
 
Google Classroom: To encourage blended learning, online assignments will be posted weekly through Google Classroom, which can be accessed via the SSO Portal. At least one Google Classroom assignment per week will be graded and entered in Infinite Campus. Students should be familiar with how to navigate the online platform, communicate with their teacher, and submit assignments on time.  If there are technology limitations, please notify the teacher. 
 
How does a student access Single Sign-On (SSO)?
1. Go to www.hcbe.net and Click on SSO Portal in the navigation menu.   
2. Login with your school username and password.   
3. Browse tiles – most popular will be our textbook, Office 365, and Google Classroom 

Late Grade Policy
Course work is assigned in an order most conducive to generating the best product possible for the unit’s summative assessment. Work will not be accepted after a unit’s completion. In order to earn credit on an assignment, it must be properly completed and submitted prior to the unit’s due date. Unit due dates will be provided at the beginning of the unit.


NOTE:  Parents – please send me an email at jonathan.bates@hcbe.net  In the email’s subject, please provide your student’s last name, first name and assigned class period.  Then feel free to provide any specific information you deem relevant to the betterment of your student’s education.  This will ensure we have a reliable and working means of communication and that the email filter will not grab any future emails.

If you choose not to send me an email please be aware that if a need to contact me through email arises in the future my response time will be delayed potentially by weeks due to our email filter system.



