
Student 

Has no known 

exposure

(SUSPECT)

Was exposed to a 

symptomatic person 

who has not been 

tested and has a 

known exposure

(CLOSE CONTACT)

Was exposed to an 

individual who has 

tested positive for 

COVID-19

(CLOSE CONTACT)

Is COVID-19 Positive

(CASE)

Symptomatic

Above baseline**

Asymptomatic

EXPOSURE SYMPTOMS RETURN TO FACE-TO-FACE SCHOOL AFTER****ACTION

Send home
Fever-free for 24 hrs without 

medication + symptoms improved**

Is symptomatic for 

COVID-19 and has a 

known exposure, 

but no confirmed 

test

(PROBABLE CASE)

Sibling of 

student

Sibling of student

(Close Contact)

Sibling of student

(Close Contact)

COVID-19 TEST RESULT

Positive***

Negative

N/A

Fever-free for 24 hrs without 

medication + symptoms improved*

Fever-free for 24 hrs without 

medication + symptoms improved**

AND

AND
     Healthcare provided note 

indicating child assessed and COVID-

19 has been ruled out or alternative 

diagnosis provided**

Send home

Positive***

Negative

N/A

OR

SIBLING 
Close Contact – 

quarantine 

requirements

-

Sibling of 

student

Stay at 

School

-

Fever-free for 24 hrs without 

medication + symptoms improved*
   Isolation at home for at least 10 

days from date sample collected*

     Quarantine for 14 days from date 

of last exposure*

   Isolation at home for at least 10 

days since symptoms began*

   Isolation at home for at least 10 

days since symptoms began**

     Quarantine for 14 days from date 

of last exposure*

AND
 Becomes a Close 

Contact – send 

home; quarantine 

-

-

Send home
Positive***

Negative

N/A

Symptomatic

Asymptomatic

Stay at 

school

Fever-free for 24 hrs without 

medication + symptoms improved*

     Quarantine for 14 days from date 

of last exposure*

     Quarantine for 14 days from date 

of last exposure*

   Isolation at home for at least 10 

days from date symptoms beganAND
 Becomes a Close 

Contact – send 

home; quarantine 

-

-

Send home

Send home

Positive***

Fever-free for 24 hrs without 

medication + symptoms improved*
   Isolation at home for at least 10 

days from date symptoms began*AND
Close Contact – 

quarantine 

requirements

Symptomatic Send home

Send home

Positive***

Negative

N/A

Fever-free for 24 hrs without 

medication + symptoms improved*

     Quarantine for 14 days from date 

of last exposure*

     Quarantine for 14 days from date 

of last exposure*

   Isolation at home for at least 10 

days since symptoms began*AND
Close Contact – 

quarantine 

requirements

Close Contact – 

quarantine 

requirements

Can return to school

*Dates depending upon guidance from Waukesha County Public Health

**As determined by School / District COVID health personnel

***Schools / Districts will be working with Waukesha County Public Health when 

there is a positive case to identify and initial notify close contacts at school.

Waukesha County Public Health COVID 19 Exposure and Symptom Decision Guidance for Schools Fall 2020

****People who have tested positive for COVID 19 do not need to quarantine or get 

tested again for up to 3 months as long as they do not develop symptoms again.  

People who develop symptoms again within 3 months of their first bout of COVID 19 

may need to be tested again if there is no other cause identified for their symptoms.
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-

Symptomatic

Send home Positive***

   Isolation at home for at least 10 

days from date sample collected*

Close Contact – 

quarantine 

requirements

OR

Suspect Case

Close Contact

Case

Probable Case
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