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Introduction
North Cottonwood School’s faculty and staff are committed to providing a high quality
education and school experience in a caring and supportive community. As we begin
the 2020-21 school year, COVID-19 compels us to change many routines, schedules,
practices and even programs. Please know that our compassionate and professional
faculty and staff will be taking steps to ensure your child has access to a safe and
healthy learning environment and a positive school experience.
This plan is meant to supplement the Cottonwood Union School District Plan with site
specific information to assist you with preparing and supporting your child through
school reentry and in the event of a mandated school closure.
We ask that you remain patient as we implement the necessary procedures to support
safe social distancing for students and staff. Bringing our students back to school will
require instruction and practice of new routines and it is our hope that by following these
protocols, we can keep school open for all of our children. We can do this!

Preparing Your Child for School
Your child may experience strong emotions at the start of school. Many students are excited to
get back to school where they have strong connections to school staff and friends. Others may
experience anxiety, especially if they have heard a lot about COVID-19 or have had family
members impacted by the pandemic. While it is important that we are honest with our children
when discussing how things will be different this year, it is also important to ensure the
information we are delivering is appropriate to their developmental stage.
Children can develop a sense of safety when they are prepared and know what to expect and
do. Parents can support this by practicing a few simple things ahead of time. Wearing masks
together for some time each day and rehearsing hand-washing and sanitizer use are examples.
In addition to our academic program, North Cottonwood’s teachers are including
social-emotional learning in the classroom on a weekly basis and implementing supportive
activities daily. These lessons and activities are research- based and designed to promote
community and positive peer relationships, boost empathy and communication, and build
problem solving and critical thinking.
In the event that your child is experiencing adjustment difficulties or you have other concerns,
please contact our school counselor, Michael Bettes through the school office.
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Arrival at School
Due to social distancing guidelines, movement around campus is restricted. Students should be
dropped off at the curb in front of the school beginning at 7:45am. Transitional Kindergarten
(TK),and Kindergarten students may have an adult walk them to class. All adults must wear a
mask, observe social distancing, and depart from campus immediately upon drop off.
School start time is 8:00am. There is no general supervision available on campus before
7:45am, except for students eating breakfast or riding the bus. Please take measures to find
before school care for your child as they may not be dropped off early. Playgrounds are closed
before school.
Students dropped at the curb in front of the school should proceed directly to their assigned
classes and sit or stand in a line, distanced. Masks are required for students in grades 3-4 and
strongly encouraged for children ages 2 and up.
Teachers will perform a wellness/temperature check on students at the beginning of the day and
before lunch recess. Students not feeling well or with specific symptoms will be referred to the
school health aide for follow-up.

Tardy Students
Students arriving after 8:00am should proceed directly to their classroom. Attendance is taken
by the classroom teacher and input into the Aires system.

Independent Study
Parents may elect to register their student(s) for Independent Study. Parents must register their
child and sign an Independent Study Agreement which will include provisions for attendance
monitoring, work completion and participation. Students will be scheduled to meet with an
assigned faculty member on a regular basis either individually or in family groups. The purpose
of this conference is to collect and assess work, monitor student progress and to provide
academic support and assistance.

Campus Visitors
Except for arrival and dismissal of our Preschool, TK and Kindergarten students, campus
visitors are strictly limited during PHASE 2. Parents needing to speak with their child’s teacher
or conduct other in-person business, should call the school office to schedule an appointment.
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Classroom Cohorts
Students will be participating in the school day with their classroom cohorts and will not be
mixing with students in other classrooms to the maximum extent possible for the duration of
Phase 2 - School Reopening.
For example, students will not be pulled out for mixed-class intervention groups, however, a
teacher or aide may work with students from the same class by “pushing-in” or “pulling out”
small, same-cohort groups to a separate setting.

Recess

Photo courtesy of H-IQ. No copyright infringement intended.

Students will participate in recess twice daily.
Masks are not required for outside play, but
are acceptable and recommended. Students
will clean their hands before and after recess
and will play within their assigned cohort. Play
equipment will be distributed to each class
cohort to limit sharing.

Water Bottles
Students will be able to use personal water bottles which can be refilled at the touchless
water-filling stations on campus.
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Backpacks and Personal Items
Students are encouraged to minimize the items they bring with them from home. All items
should go home to be cleaned regularly.

Chromebooks
Students will be issued a Chromebook or other electronic device for use in school and in the
event of a school closure. Parents are responsible for the safe return of this equipment at the
end of the checkout period or school year.

Breakfast and Lunch
Pre-packaged meals will be distributed at the
cafeteria. Students will clean their hands before
and after all meals and will be seated by
classroom cohorts, spaced apart. They may be
assigned to eat in the cafeteria, outside, or in
their classroom. Meals will also be made
available for students on Independent Study. For
students bringing home lunch, disposable
packaging is highly recommended.

Student Wellness
Parents are responsible for monitoring their child’s health and temperature daily. Students who
are not feeling well, have symptoms of COVID (see appendix) or who have temperatures over
100.4° must stay home.
Students exhibiting concerning symptoms while in school will be issued a mask, separated from
other students and will be sent home. Students may return when symptoms have subsided and
they are fever-free without medication for 24 hours.
Parents, please notify the school if your child is ill or has been exposed to COVID-19.
If a child requires a mask exemption due to a medical diagnosis or disabling condition, parents
must provide written documentation regarding this from the child’s doctor.
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School Dismissal
School dismissal is staggered to support social distancing during Phase 2.
Parents picking up TK and kindergarten students should do so at the door of their classroom at
the scheduled time. Please proceed onto campus via the pathway to the right of the main office
and proceed to the appropriate building. Mask use and social distancing is required.
All other students are to be picked up at the assigned time at the front of the campus. Parents,
please remain in your cars and do not congregate on campus.
Dismissal Schedule:
Group Name:

Who

To

Time

Stars

Kindergarten
Bus Riders

Buses

1:55pm
(12:55pm)*

Diamonds

Kindergarten
Students

Parents at the
classroom door.

2:00pm
(1:00pm)*

Triangles

Bus Riders

Buses

2:10pm
(1:10pm)*

Circles

Family Groups
(multiple siblings)

Parents at the front
of the campus

2:12pm
(1:10pm)*

Hexagons

Single Students

Parents at the front
of the campus

2:15pm
(1:15pm)*

*Minimum Day Schedule in parenthesis ()
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Resources:
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