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BY DANIEL KENNEDY

ARCHDALE — A fluid sit-
uation continues to provide 
challenges for city staf f in 
municipalities throughout
the state, including Archdale, 
where city council members 
received updates last week on 
the uncertainty of bill collec-
tion.

City Manager Zeb Hold-
en described the process of 
setting policy for gathering 
utility payments during the 
COVID-19 a moving target. 
Weeks after Gov. Roy Cooper 
ordered utility providers to 
avoid terminating services or 
issuing fees for nonpayment 
for those services, the city of 

Archdale was in the process 
of formulating a plan for how 
to ensure continued services.

Even though the city was 
not charging late fees or cut-
ting water services to resi-
dential or commercial build-
ings as of June 1, it still must 
charge for its services, Hold-
en said. This can lead to res-
idents falling behind on their 
bills.

“We really don’t want folks 
to get behind on their bills to 
the point that they cannot dig 
out from the debt in August, 
so we are encouraging cus-
tomers to make payments to 
the best of their ability,” Hold-
en said.

His statements came in
response to Executive Order 
142, issued by Cooper, which 
extends the order that pre-
vents termination of services 
or late fees until July 29. Hold-
en said the previous order 
was set to expire on Monday, 
and the city was preparing 
to establish payment plans 
for those who have gotten 
behind on their accounts. He 
referred to the subsequent 
order as a game-changer for 
Archdale’s plans, as the city 
now must adjust its focus and 
timetable.

As May came to an end, 
counci l  received annual 
reports from Matthew Shaw 

and Beverly Nelson from
Archdale Public Library and 
Archdale-Trinity Chamber
of Commerce, respectively, 
at its regular meeting last 
Tuesday. Both cited major
impacts related to COVID-19, 
but were optimistic that each 
organization can regain nor-
malcy as time passes and get 
back to customary services.

Council also approved the 
contract for installation of 
bathroom and shelter facili-
ties at Creekside Park. This 
came months after the city 
received a Parks and Recre-
ation Trust Fund grant that 
enabled several construction 
projects, the last of which will 

be completed by S&S Build-
ing and Development for
$189,153, according to agen-
da documents.

“We are excited to begin 
construction on the final com-
ponent of the city’s (PARTF) 
grant,” Holden said. “This 
bathroom facility will serve 
the Mose Drive por tion of 
Creekside Park, where the 
T-ball fields are located and
where we’ve constr ucted
sand volleyball cour ts, an
outdoor basketball court and
Barkdale Dog Park.”

Staff writer Daniel Kennedy
can be reached at 336-888-3578, 
or at dkennedy@atnonline.net.

City staff encourages utility payments

BY DANIEL KENNEDY

RANDOLPH COUNTY 
— Two positions were 
added to the Randolph 
County health depart-
ment at Monday’s regu-
lar meeting of the county 
board of commissioners.

One accounting spe-
cialist position and one 
public health educator 
position was created 
to improve the depart-
ment’s ability to commu-
nicate with and treat Lat-
inx residents, according 
to Susan Hayes, director 
of Randolph County Pub-
lic Health. The board 
voted to approve the jobs 
by virtue of a unanimous
decision.

“We’re asking for this 
position, because during 
this pandemic, it has
become evident that it 
would be to our benefit to 
have a health educator,”
Hayes said. “About 64% 
of our positive cases for 
coronavirus have been in 
the Latinx population.”

According to the 2010 
census, Latinx residents 
represented 12% of the 
overall population in Ran-
dolph County. Hayes indi-
cated that additional help 
could expedite the care 
residents receive, espe-
cially those who are bat-
tling COVID-19.

The director said she 
wishes to improve rela-
tions with those whom 
her department is tasked 

Position
could 

improve 
care for 

minorities

BY JIMMY TOMLIN 

TRINITY — Before their 
son Jake was born, Doug 
and Mandy Tuggle were just 
praying he would live: Lon-
ger than a day. Longer than 
a week. Longer than a year. 
And if he did live, they prayed 
he might walk — not run and 
jump and play, but just walk.

E ighteen  years  la ter, 
though, Jake finds himself 
headed to Pfeiffer University 
on a basketball scholarship, 
the ultimate underdog pulling 
off the upset.

“He’s a miracle to us,” 
Mandy says. “He’s been 
through so much.”

Jake’s  inspir ing stor y 
was recently shared during 
“HighSchoolOT Honors,” a 
one-hour television special 
recognizing outstanding 
high-school athletes in North 
Carolina. Jake, a graduating 
senior at Wheatmore High 
School, is one of five finalists 
for the annual Stuart Scott 
Courage Award, recognizing 
student-athletes who have 
overcome tremendous adver-
sity and found ways to help 
others.

The award, sponsored by 
HighSchoolOT.com — a web-
site dedicated to high-school 
sports in North Carolina — 
honors the memor y of the 
late Stuart Scott, an ESPN 
sportscaster from this state 
who fought a long, coura-
geous battle against cancer 
before his death in 2015.

Jake was nominated by 
his father, Doug, who also 
was his basketball coach at 
Wheatmore.

Jake’s journey of adversi-
ty began even before he was 
born. When Mandy was 15 
weeks pregnant, doctors told 
her and Doug they believed 
Jake had Trisomy 13 or 
Trisomy 18, genetic disor-
ders that would cause birth 
defects and developmental 
disabilities, and almost cer-
tainly cut his life short.

“Most of those children 
don’t live past bir th, and if 
they do, it’s a very short life,” 

Mandy says. “Every doctor 
we saw suggested the same 
thing — terminating the 
pregnancy.”

That was not an option, 
the Tuggles decided, and 
although it turned out Jake 
did not have Trisomy 13 or 
18, he was born with severe 
bilateral club feet, a bir th 
defect in which the feet are 
pointed inward and down-
ward. He spent much of his 
early childhood in casts and 
braces, and he under went 

multiple surgeries, the first 
when he was only 7 months 
old.

When he was 5, Jake’s feet 
began to turn inward again, 
and he required a major sur-
ger y in which the doctors 
had to break both of his legs 
at the shins so they could set 
his feet forward again. That 
was followed by wearing 
casts up to his hips, going 
to kindergarten in a wheel-
chair, and then using a walk-
er until his legs regained 

their strength.
Like most boys his age, 

Jake was drawn to spor ts, 
but his leg braces presented 
a challenge. He enjoyed play-
ing soccer, but he was repeat-
edly falling as he ran up and 
down the field. Finally, after 
being cleared by his doctors 
when he was 10, Jake pur-
sued basketball. He obvious-
ly has thrived at that sport, 
but the success comes with a 
price — pain.

“I have nonstop pain in my 
feet ever y day,” Jake says. 
“When I play, I’m just playing, 
and I don’t think about the 
pain. But afterwards, that’s 
when it star ts to kick in. I 
come home and ice my feet, 
and I’ve got a couple of mas-
sage chairs to get my mus-
cles going.”

He often feels that pain 
when he wakes in the morn-
ing, too, requiring him to 
walk on his tiptoes until his 
muscles get stretched out.

The perseverance has paid 
off, though. After two good 
seasons at North Iredell High 
School his sophomore and 
junior years, and a strong 
senior season at Wheatmore, 
the shooting guard is headed 
to Pfeiffer this fall for what he 
hopes will be more success.

Of f the cour t, Jake has 
become actively involved 
in Dream On 3, a nonprofit 
organization that grants once-
in-a-lifetime sports dreams 
for students with disabilities. 
He’s currently working on a 
project to help Caleb Hill, a 
fellow student at Wheatmore, 
achieve his dream of meeting 
Tim Tebow. Some $14,000 
has been raised for the proj-
ect thus far, and Jake hopes 
Caleb will get his chance to 
meet Tebow this summer or 
in the fall.

“It’ll be like a VIP experi-
ence for four or five days, just 
hanging out with Tim and 
experiencing the dream he 
wants,” Jake says. “Caleb is 
just a great kid who brings a 
smile to everybody’s face, so 
he deserves to get a chance 
like this.”

Wheatmore’s Tuggle plays through pain

File photo 
Former Wheatmore High School basketball player Jake Tuggle, 
who will play at Pfeiffer University this fall, was a recent finalist 
for the Stuart Scott Courage Award.

BY DANIEL KENNEDY

RANDOLPH COUNTY — 
Pandemic planning continues 
as reopening reached its sec-
ond phase last week.

As of May 22, an executive 
order by Gov. Roy Cooper
allowed facilities, including 
swimming pools and tattoo par-
lors, to reopen. Randolph Coun-
ty staff members responded
with detailed guidelines for how 
establishments can ensure the 
safety of their patrons.

Reducing the number of peo-
ple in swimming pools, on the 

decks and inside tattoo busi-
nesses are a primary focus, 
according to Wayne Jones,
environmental health supervi-
sor with the Randolph County 
Health Department. Occupan-
cy must be no more than 50% of 
the established fire code stan-
dard, or about 10 people per 
1,000 square feet of pool area 
and 33 people per 1,000 square 
feet of deck space.

“That works out to about 100 
square feet per person in the 
water and around 30 square 
feet per person on the deck,” 
Jones said. “Pools are required 

to post this new maximum
occupancy, and then they’re 
responsible for maintaining 
those numbers and not allow-
ing overcrowded situations.”

Jones’s department is tasked 
with inspecting public swim-
ming pools, tattoo parlors, spas, 
wading pools and splash pads. 
He recommends staggering 
times for people to use pools 
and also requires businesses 
to post signage requiring social 
distancing.

For tattoo establishments, 
the standards are 50% of maxi-
mum fire code occupancy and 

no more than 12 people per 
1,000 square feet. Recommen-
dations are for signage requir-
ing facemasks, and the county 
encourages tattoo establish-
ments to consider closing wait-
ing rooms and serving custom-
ers by appointment only. People
can wait in their cars until their 
appointed time, Jones said.

Employees are required to 
wear facemasks due to close 
proximity shared between 
tattoo artists and customers. 
Cleaning for tattoo parlors 

Safe practices for swimming during pandemic
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Coronavirus cases 
reported so far: Centers
for Disease Control at press 
time
N.C. cases: 29,263
(898 deaths)
Randolph County: 671  
(13 deaths)
Guilford County: 1,288
(65 deaths)
Forsyth County: 1,383  
(11 deaths)
Davidson County: 430  
(13 deaths)

UPDATE
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