
PAP English 1 (5th period) 

April 6 – April 10, 2020 

Ms. Hannah 

Due: April 10th, 2020 

  



1. Now that you have read all of the articles that were presented during the 

Lizzie Borden trials, you are to write a persuasive speech where you pretend 

to be either the defense attorney or the prosecuting attorney, the choice is 

yours. This speech will be your “closing arguments” for the trial - The 

purpose of the closing argument is to summarize the key points of evidence 

in the case and persuade the jury to vote for the attorney’s side in the case.  

Facts are just as important as rhetoric.    

 

2. Please view the attachments to show you the requirements of 

this assignment and the rubric I will be using to grade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



persuasive speech activity 

Writing Task  
In a trial, both the defense and the prosecution get to have “closing arguments” in which 

the attorneys for both sides address the jury.  The purpose of the closing argument is to 

summarize the key points of evidence in the case and persuade the jury to vote for the 

attorney’s side in the case.  Facts are just as important as rhetoric.    

For this assignment, you are to pretend to be either the defense attorney for Lizzie 

Borden or the prosecuting attorney against her and deliver closing arguments to the 

jury.  

Requirements  
 1+ pages, MLA format with Works Cited  

 1-2 sources of research from reputable sources (this is research you 

perform on your own, not things you find from the articles) 

 3 key pieces of evidence and reasons to support verdict (This comes from 

the articles directly; i.e., quotes, paraphrase, statistics, etc.) 

 3+ rhetorical devices such as parallel structure, rhetorical question, and 

anaphora  

 Use one of each rhetorical appeal to support your arguments. (Ethos, Pathos, 

Logos) 

Common Core Standards  

• W 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11/ SL 4, 6/ L 1-6  

Suggested Format  
• Begin with the verdict  

• Enumerate the three key pieces of evidence  

• Explain each piece of evidence, one-by-one  

 



persuasive speech rubric 

 

 

 

 

Category Excellent Good Developing 

Following Directions  The speech follows all 

directions in format and 

length and meets the 

requirements of the 

assignment. 

The speech follows most 

of the directions but may 

be too short in length to 

be effective. 

The speech fails to follow 

directions in format and 

length and/or fails to meet 

the purpose of the 

assignment. 

Organization + 

Structure  
The speech is effectively 

organized with a 

beginning, middle, and 

end.  It flows from section 

to section in a coherent 

and effective manner. 

The speech is mostly 

organized effectively with 

a clear beginning, middle, 

and end with minor errors 

in organization within 

paragraphs. 

The speech contains 

major errors in 

organization and 

structure.  The lack of a 

clear organizational 

structure makes the 

speech confusing and 

incoherent.     

Evidence  The speech uses at least 

three pieces of evidence 

to support the verdict.  

The speech clearly 

explains how each piece 

of evidence proves the 

verdict. 

The speech uses three 

pieces of evidence to 

support the verdict, but 

explanations may be 

lacking in thoroughness. 

The speech may contain 

less than the three 

required pieces of 

evidence, OR the 

evidence does not 

support the verdict, OR 

explanations of evidence 

may be missing. 

Rhetoric  The speech uses at least 

three rhetorical devices 

effectively to persuade 

the jury of the verdict. 

The speech uses three 

rhetorical devices, but the 

devices may not 

emphasize key points, or 

the devices may seem 

like an afterthought. 

The speech fails to 

include at least three 

rhetorical devices. 

Grammar + Editing  The speech is a polished 

piece of writing and 

shows clear evidence of 

editing and revision.  It 

contains no spelling 

mistakes or major 

grammatical errors. 

The speech is mostly a 

polished piece of writing 

but may contain minor 

errors in sentence 

structure.  There are no 

spelling mistakes 

present. 

The speech contains 

major errors in grammar 

or spelling that reflect an 

overall lack of editing and 

revision. 


