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It’s a complicated, 
challenging process for 
which most states aren’t 
prepared

By Frank Bajak and 
Christina Cassidy
The Associated Press

BOSTON — Brace yourself 
for what's expected to be the 
first U.S. presidential election 
conducted mostly by mail. It 
could be messy.

Amid the coronavirus pan-
demic, voting by mail in a 
contactless and socially distant 
way seems like a no-brainer. 
States have made the option 
widely available — only 10 now 
require voters to provide an 

excuse beyond fear of COVID-
19 when requesting a ballot 
by mail — and some three in 
four Americans  are expected 
to embrace the option for the 
Nov. 3 presidential election, 
up from one in four in the 2018 
contest.

But running a vote-by-mail 
election is surprisingly com-
plicated, and there's a lot of 
room for things to go wrong. 
Validating and counting a 
deluge of posted ballots in an 
open and accountable way 
presents a major challenge, 
one that only about a half dozen 
states are fully prepared for.

It doesn't help that President 
Donald Trump has waged a 
vigorous offensive against the 

idea via a barrage of  baseless 
tweets  alleging the immi-
nence of massive voting fraud. 
Turmoil in the U.S. Postal 
Service has only heightened 
concerns surrounding the 
ability of the nation's myriad 
election systems to manage a 
presidential vote.

Oregon, Colorado and 
Washington have held success-
ful all-mail elections for years 
and others including Florida 
and California expanded 
capacity long before the pan-
demic. Nearly everywhere else, 
the technical and logistical 
challenges loom large for bud-
get-squeezed election officials 

Worries surround vote-by-mail

Vote-by-mail ballots are shown in sorting trays Wednesday at the 
King County Elections headquarters in Renton, Washington, south of 
Seattle. Washington state has offered voting by mail since 2011. 
[AP PHOTO/TED S. WARREN]See VOTE,  A3

Participants call it ‘a 
radical idea,’ paying Black 
students to make up
for school time lost to
COVID-19

By Brian Gordon
bgordon@gannett.com

The collared shirts and ties 
weren’t typical summer school 
attire, but this wasn’t a typical 
summer school. Along with the 
whiteboard, math equations, 
and reading assignments, this 
program had a pay day.

Not for the instructors, 
though they were compensated 
too, but for the teenagers being 
tutored.

Located at Asheville Mall, 
the youth group My Daddy 
Taught Me That (MDTMT) 
pays Asheville-area boys $10 an 
hour to attend summer lessons. 
With 17 students and ten hours 
of classes a week since June, the 
program has paid out more than 
$9,000 so far.

The goal is to get the boys, 
who are Black and between the 
ages of 12 and 18, to treat aca-
demics like a profession as they 
seek to make up for their dis-
rupted school years.

“I think this is a radical idea,” 
said Greg Hall, a program 
instructor. “It gives them some 
incentive like hey, this is your 
job, and when you’re on the job 
you have to produce. I think it’s 
a great way to get them back into 
academics.”

While students wear casual 
clothing most days, every 
other week ends in “About My 

Program 
compensates 
students 
impacted by
pandemic 

PA I D  T O  L E A R N

See PROGRAM,  A3

By Tony Bolick
Asheboro Courier-Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

ASHEBORO — The 2020-
21 school year is upon us and 
with the novel coronavirus 
nothing is normal. The new 
calendar comes with new 
challenges. There are tem-
peratures to take, masks to 
wear, cleaning like never 
before and still, the spectre 
of COVID-19 looms around 
every corner and every class. 

Public health, govern-
ments, administrators, 
teachers, staff and par-
ents alike have all wrestled 
with just what to do. While 
most may never have more 
than a bad cold, others my 
be asymptomatic, and can 
unknowingly spread it. The 
disease is still communicable 
and has a host of complica-
tions and high-risk factors 
that can be dangerous for 
others, both healthy and 
with compromised body 
systems. 

All that has led us here as 
the school year kicked off 
for Randolph Early College 
HIgh School on Tuesday and 

Uwharrie Charter Academy 
( U C A )  o n  T h u r s d a y . 
Randolph County (RCSS) and 
Asheboro City (ACS) school 
systems were set to open up 
under their respective Plan 
Bs before ACS pulled back to 
a Plan C opening announced 
Wednesday. UCA and RCSS 

are on Plan B with half the 
students attending two 
days, the other half on the 
other two days and one day 
of full virtual. Each has also 
developed a fully online/
virtual curriculum for those 
families not yet comfortable 
with the possible exposure at 

this point. 
To date, the school sys-

tems have gotten mostly 
positive news with regards 
to the public’s trust and 
student’s coming back to 
school. On average, schools 

Schools set to open; majority 
of students returning

Teachers and staff guide student arrivals at the Uwharrie Charter Academy Elementary campus for 
the fi rst day of Plan B in the 2020-21 school year. Most students are expected to return to in-person 
school once the county schools open later this month. [TONY BOLICK]

See SCHOOLS,  A7

Brunswick, Hyde and 
Dare each had 10 
hurricane-based FEMA 
emergency declarations 
between 2010 and 2019

By Paul Woolverton
Staff writer 

A new report quantifies 

what many North Carolina 
residents already know: They 
have faced a lot of hurricanes 
over the past decade — rein-
forced most recently by last 
week’s Hurricane Isaias.

The report is by the 
ValuePenguin financial advice 
website. It states that from 
2010 through 2019, Brunswick 

County on the southern North 
Carolina coast and Dare and 
Hyde counties along the state’s 
northeast coast each had 10 
hurricane-based Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) emergencies.

Those three counties tied for 
first place nationally.

“With hurricane season 

coming, we just wanted to 
see over the past decade, from 
2010 to 2019, which places 
and states that are usually 
affected by hurricanes have 
experienced the most disaster 
declarations by FEMA,” said 
Andrew Hurst, the author of 

3 NC counties lead U.S. in hurricane impacts since 2010
R E P O R T

See HURRICANE,  A5
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are entertaining a return 
of about 70 percent of the 
student capacity. 

Here is a breakdown of 
those numbers:

Uwharrie Charter 
Academy

U w h a r r i e  C h a r t e r 
Academy is a little differ-
ent than the other school 
systems. UCA opens earlier 
and has students coming in 
from all around the region, 
thus amplifying their need 
to be diligent in planning 
and safety. Officials have to 
pay heed to trends, not only 
in Randolph, but surround-
ing and nearby counties as 
well.

UCA will open the year 
with an A-B student des-
ignation in the K-6 grades 
and grades 7-12 will be 
full virtual for the year. 
As with anything dealing 
with COVID-19, this is 
the standard, but is always 
fluid. Should statistics and 
trends with the virus deter-
mine otherwise — good or 
bad — changes could come 
quickly. 

In this plan, A students 
will attend classes in-
person on Monday and 
Tuesday while B students 
will attend on Wednesday-
Thursday. Friday, usually a 
half-day in a normal school 
calendar will now be a 
full virtual day with extra 
cleaning on campuses. 

“The one thing that keeps 
playing over and over, we’re 
all in the same boat. We’re 
all starting from a common 
place,” said UCA interim 
superintendent Casey 
Harris, who, in 13 years of 
work in education has never 
seen anything like this.

“At the end of the day, 
everybody is trying to 
put forth their best guest, 
their best attempt to pro-
vide their best education. I 
know Dr. (Aaron) Woody, 
Dr. (Stephen) Gainey are 
banging their head against 
the same walls. If anything, 
it gives us all a common 
ground for us to work 
from.”

UCA has 1,813 students 
in its system. While a little 
under 1,000 of those are the 
full-remote 7-12 grades, the 
K-6 population will operate 
on the A-B system and, of 
those students, roughly 
one-third has opted for full 
virtual learning. All Harris 
asks is for parents to try to 
stay their chosen course for 

the first six-week period. 
“What we’ve done is 

we’ve used the week of 
Sept. 10, that is the end of 
our first grading period. 
Then we can reassess from 
there. We wanted to offer 
consistency either way,” 
Harris said. “I certainly 
hope we’re able to — as 
trends change, etc. — we’ll 
be able to pull in more kids 
and offer more learning. But 
if things worsen it will be to 
pull back to a plan C.”

Randolph County 
School System

Dr. Stephen Gainey has 
been in education for 27 
years and this is his sev-
enth year as Randolph 
County superintendent. 
There is no mold or play-
book for an event of this 
nature. Gainey’s staff and 
the entire administration 
throughout the system 

has committed to covering 
the bases of this challenge. 
They have been contacting 
and surveying every stu-
dent and family to see what 
they think, what they feel 
and what they need. There 
surveys have covered both 
in-person school as well as 
remote learning and any 
subsequent issues within 
that.

“I don’t’ think we’ve 
ever had a challenge of this 
nature, not in my 27 years,” 
Gainey said. “Really proud 
of the work done. My staff 
members and principals 
have had teams of staff 
members involved.

“We’re just trying to do 
everything we can to pro-
vide support for students 
and welcome them back to 
the 2020-21 school year.”

Randolph County has 
15,600 students in the 
system across 31 schools, 
including Randolph Early 

College High School which 
opened its doors to students 
Tuesday for the first time 
since March. With about 
a week left before teach-
ers report and then school 
begins shortly thereaf-
ter, officials and staff 
have contacted roughly 
85 percent of the student 
population. Randolph 
County’s Plan B will feature 
half the students attending 

in-person. Students will 
be separated per school/
class into A and B groups. 
A will attend school on 
Monday-Tuesday and B 
on Thursday-Friday with 
Wednesday a full remote 
day for all students and 
campus cleaning of the 
schools. This will cover all 
grades K-12. 

Randolph County cur-
rently is anticipating just 
over 73 percent attendance 
in-person with the remain-
ing 26 percent in virtual 
education. 

“I can tell you … I’ve 
never experienced anything 
like the challenge we’re get-
ting ready to face,” Gainey 
said. “Our students are 
dependent upon us and I’m 
confident in our staff to be 
successful in approaching 
this challenge.”

Gainey added that with 
the virus and the ever-
changing dynamic around 
it, the school system is 
being very loose in its atten-
dance programs. He said at 
any time, parents can shift 
their child out of in-per-
son education if they are 
uncomfortable, or should 
they feel better about the 
situation, their child can 
pick up in-person learning 
from full remote. He said 
all the students are all set 
up for either way and can 
move between if they feel 
the need to change. 

“We’re trying to be as 
flexible as we can with our 
students and parents,” he 
said. “The last thing we 
want to do is put too many 
barriers up that we lost our 
students. They are special 
to us.”

Asheboro City 
Schools

Asheboro City Schools 
were on board and moving 
ahead with Plan B for the 
coming school year, but 
as administrators con-
tinued to watch over the 
numbers across the state, 
they opted to scale back. 
Wednesday, superinten-
dent Dr. Aaron Woody 
made the announcement 

that ACS would fall back to 
Plan C with regards to the 
2020-21 school 

“The response to our 
decision to move into Plan 
C has been well received by 
the majority of families and 
staff. Of course, we want 
students back in school,” 
Dr. Woody said Friday. 
“We believe students learn 
best when they are face to 
face with our high quality
teachers. One of Asheboro 
City Schools core values is 
to keep students and staff 
safe and we will continue 
to make decisions guided 
by this value.”

Prior to the decision, ACS 
had placed a little over 700 
students into their full vir-
tual education program 
called Access Ed. According 
to Carla Freemyer, execu-
tive director of human 
resources, those were 
spread fairly evenly across 
the grades in the system 
covering seven elementary 
schools, two middle schools 
and one high school. That 
number represents about 
16 percent of the entire stu-
dent body, estimated to be 
around 15,000. 

ACS will remain in the 
plan for the first month of 
the school calendar and 
then reassess. Families will 
likely be able to stay or shift 
their choices in regards to 
school attendance once 
school system decides to 
return to a Plan B. But that 
decision will remain in the 
hands of the administration 
and whether the numbers 
then reflect a better level 
or one more conducive to 
safe in-person learning for 
all involved. 

“Asheboro City Schools 
will remain in Plan C until 
September 21, 2020. We 
will continue to monitor 
state and local data related 
to COVID-19 and work 
with our public health part-
ners as we consider next 
steps,” Dr. Woody said. 
“All required safety mea-
sures are in place, so we 
are ready to transition into 
Plan B once there is enough 
data to indicate we can do
so safely.”

SCHOOLS
From Page A1

Asheboro High School and the rest of the eight-school Asheboro City School system will 
be vacant of students when the new year begins. On Wednesday, ACS opted to pull back 
to Plan C, but before that, nearly 85 percent of its 4,500 students were set to come back 
to school on Aug. 17. [TONY BOLICK]

The Randolph County School System’s 31 campuses, including Southwestern Randolph 
High School (above), will be opening on Aug. 17 to almost 75 percent capacity in 
regards to in-person enrollment for the 2020-21 year. The remainder have opted for the 
full remote learning option, but Superintentdent Dr. Stephen Gainey says parents can 
change if they feel safer in moving their child back to school at any time. [TONY BOLICK]

GET RID OF THAT JUNKER

& FIND YOUR 
FANTASY RIDE!

Visit autos.courier-tribune.com to find your fantasy ride!
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HeartofNorthCarolina.com

Seagrove
Handmade Po�ery Capital of the United States

•
Tea with Seagrove Potters

Sat, Aug 15th • 10am - 5pm  |  Admission: FREE
Enjoy a day of tea tastings as you venture through Seagrove 

on a gallery crawl of six participating pottery shops.

A R C H D A L E A S H E B O R O F R A N K L I N V I L L E L I B E R T Y R A M S E U R

 Zi�erman Vineyards
Home to Great Wine & Great Music

•
Songwriter Sunday at Zimmerman Vineyards

Every Sunday through October • 3 - 5pm
Admission: FREE

HHHHHeeeeeaaaaarrrrrtttttoooofffffNNNNNoooorrrrtttthhhhCCCCaaaarrrroooolllliiiinnnnaaaa...ccccoooommmmHeartofNorthCarolina.com

Artist Larry Hoskins, a Lifelong resident of Randolph County has 
created 13x19 Prints of the landmark Pisgah Covered Bridge!

These beautiful, fine art prints are unframed and available at just $45!

Available at his shop: 233 King Road Seagrove, NC 27341 

Or you can call to arrange delivery within Randolph County!
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