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TRINITY — City council 
members have voted to rel-
egate future businesses in 
Trinity which target a seedi-
er demographic to areas with 
some distance from more 
customary family establish-
ments.

A  1 , 5 0 0 - f o o t  s e t b a c k 
approved by the city will pre-
clude adult films and other 

explicit materials from being 
disseminated within an objec-
tionable distance of govern-
ment-owned facilities, in 
addition to schools, church-
es, community centers, com-
munity colleges, recreational 
facilities. Councilman Don 
Payne stated his belief at the 
regular October meeting 
that this and other measures 
would be unnecessary if not 
for a recent vote to put alco-
hol on the ballot as a referen-
dum.

During the summer, coun-
cil voted to place alcohol 
on the ballot next month, 
expressing an interest in see-
ing more businesses come to 

Trinity. Payne believes that 
opens Pandora’s box for a 
series of protections the city 
must now work to ensure.

“I just understand why 
we’re having to do this,” 
Payne said. “We dipped into 
the alcohol referendum, and 
now we’re going to have to 
do some things to protect our 
kids, and it’s going to cost us 
money.”

Amendments to the city 
ordinance refer to an adult 
establishment, defined as any 
business that does not per-
mit entrance to a person 
under the age of 18. This 
includes adult motels, adult 
cabaret and adult motion 

picture theaters.
These and other such 

es tab l i shments  ar e  not 
allowed within 1,500 feet of 
a church, school, daycare or 
publicly-owned property. It 
also cannot be within 500 feet 
of residentially-zoned prop-
erty. No such place can also 
move within 500 feet of anoth-
er alcohol establishment.

An alcohol establishment 
is classified as such if the 
sum of its revenues from the 
sale of alcohol exceeds 50% 
of the establishment’s gross 
income. Bars, pubs, taverns, 
night lounges, beer gardens, 
cocktail lounges, saloons, ale 
houses or wine bars fall into 

this category.
The referendum in ques-

tion, if approved by the vot-
ers, would allow the sale of 
alcohol at any grocery stores, 
hotels, motels and restau-
rants inside the city limits of 
Trinity.

Trinity has previously 
voted on the issue of alcohol 
in 2011, when it was soundly 
rejected by voters.

Payne has been vocal about 
his desire to see that vote 
stand as the city’s definitive 
answer to whether Trinity 
should become the latest to 
move from the ranks of dry 

Trinity City Council tweaks ordinance
Restrictions 

placed on adult 
establishments
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RANDOLPH COUN-
TY — After a discussion 
last week about elemen-
tar y school students 
returning to campus 
full time, the Randolph 
County Schools Board 
of Education recon-
vened this week and 
ultimately determined a 
four-day week is neces-
sary.

B o a r d  m e m b e r s 
voted 6-1 to bring all of 
the county’s youngest 
students back to class-
rooms for all weekdays 
but Wednesday, the sys-
tem’s lone remote day. 
Stephen Gainey, RCSS 
superintendent, request-
ed that the school board 
not lose the momentum 
he believes teachers, 
administrators and other 
staf f  members have 
built.

Gainey said he wishes 
to see fatigued teachers 
maintain the one day 
they’ve had midweek for 
planning purposes, but 
also did not want to see 
students return home 
full time in the face of 
four schools county-
wide having repor ted 
COVID-19 issues since 
August. Even as health 
of ficials war n of an 
influx in case numbers 
and parents desire more 
days of school, Gainey 
remained steadfast with 
what he was asking, rec-
ommending the county 
stay with an A-B sched-
ule or go to four days 
per week for all students 
with one remote day.

“So here is my rec-
ommendation,” Gainey 
said. “Do not bring stu-
dents in grades pre-K 
through fifth for five 
days a week. It’s too 
much, too early.”

The superintendent 
said he understands 
the need for students 

Randolph 
elementary 

schools 
move to 
four days

Wednesday will 
remain remote 

learning day

Photo by Laura Greene
Happy Support Your Local Chamber of Commerce Day to Beverly Nelson, left, president of the Archdale-Trinity Chamber of Com-
merce, and Jonna Arnette, who serves as events coordinator. Support Your Local Chamber of Commerce Day is observed annually 
on the third Wednesday in October.

Support your local Chamber
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ARCHDALE — As voters 
in Archdale headed to the 
polls to begin early voting 
last week, they were met with 
long lines, with early returns 
indicating this year could see 
a historic number of individu-
als cast ballots this fall.

More than 22 million Amer-
icans had already cast ballots 
as of Friday in the 2020 elec-
tion, according to the Asso-
ciated Press, a total that rep-
resents 16% of all votes cast in 
the 2016 presidential election. 
Experts predict that the num-
ber of ballots this year could 
be higher than in any presi-
dential election since 1908.

Locally, residents filed 
into the Randolph Commu-
nity Services Building, one 
of six early voting locations 
in Randolph County. Voters 
in the area lined around the 
building on Balfour Drive to 
help decide the direction of 
the nation’s leadership. As 
of 8 p.m. Monday, a total of 
13,651 voters had cast ballots 
at polls countywide.

In the general election, 
Archdale and Trinity resi-
dents are participating in the 

determination of two coun-
ty commissioners, a state 
Senator, a state House mem-
ber, among other high-pro-
file state and federal offices. 
Races for governor and for a 

U.S. Senate seat could deter-
mine which par ty controls 
the state and the Senate.

If already registered to 
vote, residents are eligible 
to cast a ballot during early 

voting or on Election Day. 
If not registered, voters can 
same-day register and vote 
during the early voting 

Start of early voting brings significant turnout

Photo by Daniel Kennedy
Voting lines continued to be backed up throughout the parking lot Monday at the Randolph 
County Community Services building on Balfour Drive. Substantial turnouts for the first four days 
of early voting showed no signs of slowing down this week.
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RECENT DEATHS
Shirley Floyd Gross, 63  .......................................................  Trinity
Michael Morgan, 59  .................................................... High Point
Bessie Myers, 93  ..............................................................  Archdale
Faye Patton, 84 .................................................................  Archdale
Belinda Gail Hill Causey, 56  ..............................................  Trinity
Donald James Dalton, 76  ............................................  Archdale
Larry Wayne Price, 64  ....................................................  Archdale
Timothy Mullis, 64  ..........................................................  Archdale

TRINITY — Stella 
Laine Boutique cel-
ebrated their grand 
opening on Saturday, 
Oct. 17 at the Bur-
gess Business Center, 
4911 Archdale Road, 
in Trinity. The Arch-
dale-Trinity Chamber 
of Commerce hosted 
a grand opening rib-
bon cutting. Owner 
Hannah Harper is 
a lifelong Randolph 
County resident. Her 
passion for fashion 
and her dedication to 
community involve-
ment instilled in her 
a desire to open this 
boutique. Her busi-
ness, which began 
from her kitchen 
table, quickly grew 
even faster than 
she could have ever 
dreamed. Stella Laine 
Boutique is open 
Tuesday to Friday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 336-301-
7224.

— Staff reports

New boutique 
now open

Submitted photos
Hannah Harper, owner of 
Stella Laine Boutique, greets 
shoppers at her grand open-
ing last weekend.

Hannah Harper is joined by 
family and others, including 
members of  the Arch-
dale-Trinity Chamber of Com-
merce, for the grand opening 
ribbon-cutting at Stella Laine 
Boutique.

CHURCH NEWS
GOSPEL SINGINGS

Community Baptist Church, 9006 
Hillsville Road, Trinity is hosting 
Friday night Gospel Singings at 
7 p.m. Oct. 16 with His Choice from 
Lexington; Oct. 23 with Glory Senior 
Quartet from Kernersville; Oct. 30 
with Howard Bumgardner from 
Thomasville; Nov. 6 with Don Herbert 
from Kannapolis. For more info call 
Pastory Ty Thompson at 336-454-
2146 or Anne Brewer at 336-688-
4820.

FALL FESTIVAL
Trinity Baptist Church, 6499 NC 

Hwy. 62, Trinity will hold a church-

wide Fall Festival, Saturday, Oct. 
24 at 2:30 pm. featuring games, 
bouncy houses, BBQ dinner with a 
donation, and a silent auction with 
baked goods, arts, crafts, and more. 
Grand finale will include a special 
performance with Christian illusionist, 
Joseph Young, around 6:30 pm. All 
are welcome. Call 336-434-1998 for 
more info.

TRUNK OR TREAT
Fairfield UMC is hosting a Trunk or 

Treat event and an outdoor movie 
on Sunday, Oct. 25 at 6 p.m. FUMC 
is located at 1505 NC Hwy. 62 West, 
High Point.

TRUNK OR TREAT
Colonial Baptist Church, 6792 

Welborn Road, Trinity invites 
everyone to Trunk or Treat on 
Saturday, Oct. 31 from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

BIBLE STUDY
Trinity Baptist Church, 6499 N.C. 62, 

Trinity will hold a Community Bible 
Study every Thursday at 10 a.m. on 
the Book of Acts in the fellowship 
hall. All are welcome.

To submit church news, email to 
editor@atnonline.net. Please note 
church news in the subject line. 
Deadline for submissions is Monday 
by noon.

4:59 p.m. Hwy. 29-70, good intent
6:14 p.m. I-85, good intent

THURSDAY, OCT. 15
2:06 a.m. 118 Ashland St., service call
8:46 a.m. 10188 North Main St., 

hazardous condition
12:51 p.m. Pinecrest Drive, auto 

accident w/personal injury
4:11 p.m. 111 Winchester Court, fire 

alarm
4:15 p.m. 1750 Steed Road, assist 

EMS
7:17 p.m. 10004 South Main St., 

auto accident w/personal injury
9:35 p.m. I-74, vehicle fire

FRIDAY, OCT. 16
3:58 a.m. Mendenhall Road at 

Uwharrie Road, cancelled enroute
6:31 a.m. 207 Trindale Road, fire 

alarm
6:34 a.m. I-85, auto accident w/

personal injury

Compiled by Ginger Oakley
www.guil-randfire.com.

FIRE
FROM PAGE A2

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  H e 
has also sounded of f 
on tattoo parlors and 
a g r e e d  w i t h  o t h e r 
council  members on 
the need now to make 
it impossible for estab-
lishments that Payne 
considers undesirable 

to bring traf fic to cer-
tain parts of the city.

“We’ve never had a 
reason to enforce this 
until we put alcohol on 
the ballot,” Payne said. 
“ I f  a l c o h o l  d o e s n ’ t 
pass, would we need 
this?”

Staff writer Daniel 
Kennedy can be reached 
at 336-888-3578, or at 
dkennedy@atnonline.net.

COUNCIL
FROM PAGE A1

to maintain days of classroom 
instruction. He also acknowl-
edged the desire of parents to 
regain some semblance of a rou-
tine, and that some area employ-
ers have developed an under-
standing of sorts that Wednes-
day is a standard day of remote 
instruction.

All of these considerations fac-
tored into the superintendent’s 
recommendation and the board’s 
decision. They also came after 
Susan Hayes, Randolph County 
health director, explained to the 
board at its request for her input 
that Randolph’s case numbers are 
on the rise.

“There are hotspots across 
the county,” Hayes said. “Those 
hotspots are in the Randleman 
area; the Archdale-Trinity area 

is a big hotspot; the southwest, 
southeast [parts of the county], 
all of those areas are considered 
hotspots right now.”

Hayes continued by saying that 
younger demographics are affect-
ed at different rates than the older 
students, making it imperative the 
board consider students, faculty, 
administrators and other commu-
nity members in their decisions. 
The county, she cautioned, is not 
trending in the right direction.

“We all know that children are 
less likely to spread coronavirus 
than adults,” Hayes said. “They 
typically have mild-to-moderate 
symptoms. When you look at the 
number of cases that we’ve had, 
we’ve had far more adults than 
children. That, in and of itself, is 
a positive thing. But if you ask me 
if we’re in a situation right now 
where our cases are increasing, I 
would tell you yes.

“We’re in a higher-risk situa-
tion right now, as are a number 

of other counties across North 
Carolina, as well as a number of 
states.”

Gainey said he had never had 
to wrestle with a problem of this 
magnitude and complexity in his 
28 years working in education. 
He maintains that schools in 
Randolph County are taking the 
proper precautions to continue to 
build the system’s schedule safe-
ly, even as he acknowledges the 
concerns some parents have that 
students are in school too little or 
too much.

“Moms and dads need to get 
back to work — I get it,” Gain-
ey said. “Numbers rising aren’t 
a reason to not try to move for-
ward, if we can do it safely. I’m 
not going to do anything that’s 
going to jeopardize someone 
else’s safety.”

Staff writer Daniel Kennedy can 
be reached at 336-888-3578, or at 
dkennedy@atnonline.net.
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per iod .  However, 
there is no same-day 
registration and vot-
ing on Election Day 
itself.

The 2020 gener-
al election in North 
Car o l ina  wi l l  no t 
r equir e  voters  to 

provide an addition-
al form of identifi-
cation. Early voting 
for this fall’s general 
election continues 
through Oct. 31 lead-
ing up to Election 
Day on Nov. 3.

Staff writer Daniel 
Kennedy can be reached 
at 336-888-3578, or at 
dkennedy@atnonline.
net.

VOTING
FROM PAGE A1

• Randolph Community 
Services Building, 213 
Balfour Dr.: Voting 
continues on weekdays 
from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
through Oct. 31. On 
Saturday, Oct. 24, early 
voting will run from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. On Sunday, 

Oct. 25, polls will open 
from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. On 
Saturday, Oct. 31, polls will 
open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• Randolph County 
Board of Elections, 1463 
N. Fayetteville St. in 
Asheboro: Voting occurs at 
the times listed above.

SCHEDULE FOR  
LOCAL EARLY VOTING

TRUNK OR TREAT
Trunk or Treat & Scooby 

Doo’s Haunted Mansion at 
Creekside Park, 214 Park 
Drive, Archdale on Saturday, 
Oct. 24 from 6-8 p.m. 
Businesses, organization 
and individuals are invited 
to set up for this free drive-
thru event geared toward 
ages 10 & under. All trunks 
must be decorated in a 
child’s cartoon theme. 
Register online to save your 
spot at www.archdaleparks.
com and click on special 
events.

FALL FLOWER 
SCULPTURES

Randolph Arts Guild 
(RAG) and Archdale Parks 

and Recreation (APRD) 
present a Fall Flowers 
Sculpture Garden. Local 
artists and community 
members have submitted 
over 30 flower sculptures 
on display at Creekside 
Park, 214 Park Drive, 
now until Oct 31. The 
sculptures can be found 
in the large green space 
beside the library facing 
Main Street.

To submit Community 
Briefs email editor@
atnonline.net. Please note 
Community Briefs in the 
subject line and provide 
a telephone number. 
Deadline for submissions is 
Monday by noon.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Care
knows
no

boundaries.
W h i

K y
www.hospiceofthepiedmont.org

336-889-8446

We are hospice.

Know us by our name.
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