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Murray Courty Board of Educaion

Greetings,

Welcome, parents and students, as Murray Courty kicks off the
2018-2019 schod yea. We areeagely anticipating the <hool
adivitiesand challenges that lie before us troughout this exciting
yea. For your convenience stident handbooks are writtento provide
information regading the operation of our schoadls. Hopefully you
will find this information useful. After reviewing the handbook, if
you still have unanswered questions, pleasecontact your child6é s
schod.

Each year is anew begnning, and it is our desirethat this school yea
will provide your child with the best possible leaning experience
Pasitive relationships among schools, parerts and the community are
key elements if we want our schools to be truly successful. Services
such as infinite Campus Parent Pattal are offered sothat you can
track your childd progress. Updatedinformation for parents and
forms are available on the Murray County Schod swébpage at
www.murray.k12.gaus. In times of system emergencies sich as
wesather-related schod closings, information will be made avalable
on the g/stemd website and text messaging service as on as
possible.

Speaking for our administrabrs, teaders, and staff, we invite you to
join us as we beaome i ammittedto student success---no exceptions,
no exauses . We emphasize the importance of parents beaoming
involved in their childd sducaion and offer to assist you in any way
we can to prepare your child for graduation.

Superintendent of Schools

Our Vision

Committedto student successé no exceptions, no excuses!

Our Mission
The Murray Courty Schods will cultivate within our students the
desire tolearn, to graduate from high school, and to become
productive citizens.

Our Beliefs

We believe

A All children can learn.
Higher expedations result in highe achievement.
High schod graduation is the key to lifelong success.
Effedive relationships are basedon resped, trust, and
honest ommunication.
Tedndogy empowers 21% Century learners.
Parent and community involvemert increases stident
achievement.
Students lean bestwithin fadlities hat are sfe, sanitary,
and seaure.
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MURRAY COUNTY SCHOOLS
2018-2019 CALENDAR

August 27 - Aug 31
September 3 Labor Day Holiday

September 4 First Day of Schod for Students
October 8 Staff and Student Holiday
November 12 Professional Learning Day
(Student Holiday)

Thanksgiving Holidays

> Day Dismissal/Last Day of Schod
Before Christmas Holidays

Winter Holidays

Professional Learning Days
(Student Holiday)

Pre-Planning for Teaders

November 19- 23
December 20

December 21 - Jan 2
January 37 Jan 4

January 7 First Day of Schod after Christmas
Holidays
January 21 MLK Holiday

February 18 22 Winter Break

Or Makeup Days

April 15-19 Spring Bre&k
May 24 %> Day Dismissal/Last Day for Students
May 27 Memorial Day Holiday
May 28 - 29 PostPlanning for Teaders
Grading Periods
Elementary

Eight Week Ends Report Card Dates  Benchmark Testing Dates

October 30 November 6 September 6 - 15

Jaary 17 Jauary 24 November 1 - 17

March 22 March 29 Jawary 23- Feb 2

May 24 May 24 March 23 - 29
Middle School

Eight Week Ends Report Card Dates  Benchmark Testing Dates

October 30 November 6 September 6 - 15
Jawary 17 January 24 November 1- 17
March 22 March 29 Jauary 237 Feb 2
May 24 May 24 March 23 - 29
High Schoad
Semester Ends Report Card Dates  Benchmark Testing Dates
Jawary 17 Jawary 24 September 7 - 17
May 24 June 3 November 6 - 14
Jawary 107 19
March 5-13
March 22 - 30
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SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES

SCHOOL SYSTEM PHONE NUMBERS

Central Office 706-695-4531
School Nutrition Services 706 517-0015
Techndogy Department 706 695-7034
Badey Middle School 706 695-1115
Bus Shop 706 695-2196
Chatsworth Elementary Schod 706 695-2434
Coker Elementary Schod 706 695-0888
Enrollment Center/Pre-K 706 517-5699
Eton Elementary Schod 706 695-3207
Exceptiona Student Services 706 695-4531
Gladden Middle School 706 695-7448
Murray Courty Head Start 706 695-8608
Murray Courty High School 706 695-1414
Northwest Elementary Schod 706 695-2262
North Murray High Schod 706 695-7760
Pleasant Valley Innovative Schod 706 517-5355
Spring Place Hementary 706 695-2525
Woodawn Elementary Schod 706 517-5213
School Sodal Workers
Jones, Tara 706 695-1414
Howell, Christine 706 6951115
Hudson, Emily 706 695-7760
Jones, Danielle 706 695-7448
Community Resources

Department of Juvenile Jistice 706 422-1924
Highland Rivers Treament Services 706 270-5100
Adult Leaning Center 706 695-4641
Murray County Department of

Family and Children Services 706 695-7315
Murray Courty Hedth Departmert 706 695-4585
Murray Courty Public Library 706 695-4200
Reaedion Department 706 695-7359
Murray Courty Red Cross 706 695-7605
Teen Resource Center 706 278-3100
United Way 706 226-4357
Boys and Girls Club 706 695-0050

GENERAL | NFORMATION

Accderation/AP: GRADE, SUBJECT OR GRADUATION
Accderation is intended to fadlitate educational alternatives for
students who are motivatedto actieve higher grade level

AFER SCHOOL CARE
Pleasechedk with the individual schods for aftercare options.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Elementary, Middle, and High Schools:

It is the responsibility of every student to bein attendance each
schoad day. Students areresponsible for make-up work. The
Murray County School System recognizesthe following as legally
excused absences:

A
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IlIness (Doctor Gexauses must be turned in to the <hool
within five (6) schod days from the date of return to be
considered)

Deah or serious illnessin the student dnamediate family
A court order or an order by a governmental agency
Religious holiday

Court or government service

Weather or other environmental conditions preventing
schod attendance when approved by the Superintendent of
schods.

An absence not to exceel one (1) day in order for the
student to regster tovote.

Any other reason deemed appropriate by pdlicy of the
Murray County Schod System

A student is allowed up to 5 days of absences per schod
yea if aparent is in the armed forces and is called to duty
or home on leave from overseas deployment in a combat
zone. Documentation should be provided to the hoal
system, and theseabsences will be documented as exaused.
High schod students areallowed a maxmum of THREE
PARENT NOTES* ead semester for an exaused absence
Each note dhall not exceel a wo-day period unless
approved by an administrabr.

Elementary and middle school students areallowed a

max mum of THREE PARENTS NOTES* for every two
grading periods for an exaused atsence Each note dhall
not exceel a wo T day period unlessapproved by an
administrabr.

A doctor hate* is required for all subsequent absences, if
the stdent wishes tomake-up missed assignments.
Excessive absences or violation of certain mgjor offenses as
defined in the discipline code can result ina stdent 6 s
driver dicenseor instructional permit being revoked for a
period of time or in the stident being denied a licenseor
instructional permit. Parents and students should carefully
review the TAADRA sedion of this handbook found under
Selected Laws and Pdicies. This appliesto al studerts
between the ages of 14 to 18 yeas of age

*To be considered, absence or tardy notesMUST be turned
in within five (5) school days of absence or tardy.

A student will NOT be counted absent for the following reasons:

competencies at a faster pace than their pees. Interested parents of
studentsin k-6 should contact the principal. Interested parents of
studentsin 7-12 should contact their childd schod counselors. An
applicaion must be completed ard a dealline will bein place Once
a stident is placed in AP and Honors aurses through application
they may not withdraw or be moved out absent cause, as determined
by the principal.

Acddents

All acddents resulting in an injury to a stident should be reported
immediately to the <hool office and an injury report form will be
completed. In life threaening situations 911 may be contacted and
the principal should be notified as on as ispossible.

1 Pre-aporoved schod adivity (field trips, school
competitions, travel to sporting events, schod testing, €etc.)
College visits (3maximum) during the 11t and 12" grade
only

Any student assigned to In-Schod Suspension

Spedal circumstances that are approved by the Principal

A foster care student who attends court proceadings
relating to the stident Goster cae

Students who miss £hod under a Student Teen Eledion
Participant Program (ASTEP)

[y g— —y -1
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Additional High Schod Rules:

Unexcused Absences:
Note: Five unexaused absences or tardies tofirst period may lead to
the lossof the student @a&king permit.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT/HONORS High Schod

Students wishing to enroll in Advanced Placement/Honars classes at
the high school may apply in the spring of the <hoal year prior to the
classes being offered the following fall. Thesecourses are full yea
commitments and class changes are nat an option after suderts are
placed in AP/Honors classes. Students denied admission to
AP/Honors classes will be allowed to apped the dedsion.

BAD WEATHER PROCEDURES

During the shool yea, if it is necessay to either dismiss £hod

ealy or not have £hod becaiseof bad weaher, parents and students
will be informed by the radio, television stations, email and / or social
media Bad weather procedures will aso be posted on the Murray
County Schods website http://www.murray.k12.gaus/.

BED BUGS
Murray Courty Schods will follow the Murray Courty Schod 6 s
protocol. A copy is available upon request from the shool.

BEHAVIOR AT EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIESAND
FIELD TR IPS

All extracurricular activitiesand field trips are supervised by a
faculty sponsor and/or administraior and therefore are considered an
integral part of the £hoal program. The stident behavior
code/student code of conduct will be strictlyenforced at all
extracurricular ectivitiesand field trips.

BOOKBAGS

Middle and High Schodl:

We redlize that students need to have away to keep up with their
property; however, bodk bags can become aclassroom distraction
and are a sfety concern. Therefore stidents may be asked to leave
bodk bags intheir lockers. Writing on the outside of book bags is
limited to name of the stident and should comply with the dress
regulations concerning alcohal, tobacm, gangs, drugs, etc. Book
bags and other bags (including purses) aresubject to seach by stff.

BULL YING

The Murray Courty Board of Educéion believes that all students an
learn better in a safe £hod environment. Behavior that infringes on
the sfety of studentswill not be tolerated. Bullying, as the termis
defined in Georgia law, of a stident by anather student is stictly
prohibited. Bullying is defined in Sedion 29 of the Student Code of
Conduct. Teaders, schod employees, students, parents, guardians,
or other persons may report or otherwise provide information related
to bullying adivity. The information may be provided by contacting
the hool administration. If the person wishing to provide
information desires toremain anonymous, that person may contact
the <hool electronically or by using the United States mail.

BUS

PuHic school bus transportation is provided for students within the
schod attendance district. However, bus transportation is a
privilege, not aright. This handbodk contains the bus discipline
policy that describes in detail the rulesand regulations for riding the
bus. Students who need to change their normal bus route will need to
have aguardian/parent either cdl the shool office togive verbal
permission or bring written permission with a tekphone number
signed by the parent or guardian. The <hod office will give te
student a bus slip togive to he busdriver.

A student who misses the bus dhould let the teacher on duty know
he/she has missed the bus. The gudent should not leave the school
grounds. The teacher on duty will cdl the stdent aents.

CELL PHONE AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Students arepermittedto possesscdl phones and other electronic
devices while on schoadl property and during school functions. These
devices may be utilized as part of the instructional processas directed
by staff members. Reaeaiona useof the devices will bein
acardance with procedures estaldished by the building principal.

The <hod is not responsible for any items lost, stolen or damaged.

All cdl phones and eledronic devices may only accessthe

inter net while on school property through the wir eless accessof
Murray County Schools, and all such phone and devices stall be
registered under the mobile device management system.

Any student found in violation of this palicy may be subject to
disciplinary adion as outlined in the student

discipline code, and may also be prohibited from bringing any device
to school in the future.

Cell phones ard electronic devices are sibjed to being seached by
staff.

CHARGES, FINES AND FEES

Students who owe charges, fines, and fees may not receive report
cards, promotion certificates, or be allowed to participate in
extracurricular ectivitiesuntil the charges are cleared. Students who
owe for books may not be issied another book. Students and parerts
who canna afford to repay charges must file an affidavit and make
arrangements for restitution.

CHECKOUT

Elementary and Middle Schods:

A If a sudent is checking out of schod prior to the end of the
schod day, a parent/guardian or other authorized person must go
into the office and sign the student out. Parent/guardians may be
requiredto show aphoto ID. No cdl ahead checkouts will be
allowed. All student pick-ups must be before 2:45PM*. After
that time, no studert will be released unlessthere is an
emergency.

*Pleasant Valley times: 1:30 PM

A In order to be counted present FOR THE DAY, a stident must
be present from 7:30 AM i 11:30 AM or 11:30 AM T until the
end of the day*. Absences will, however, be counted for eah
missed individual class.

*Pleasant Valley times: 8:00 AM i 12:00 PM or 9:45AM -end
of schod day.

High School:

A Ifit is necessary for a stident who drives tochedk out of schod
before the end of the day, the stdent Gaent/guardian must cll
the school. The Parent/guardian may be asked for certain
personal information to verify identity. All student pick-ups
must be before 2:45PM*.After that time, no student will be
released unless tere isan emergercy.

*Pleasant Valley time: 1:30 PM.

A Studentswill NOT be allowed to check bad into school unless
they are returning with verification of an exaused absence

A If a stident checks out of schod before or during a class, it will
court as an absence if more than half of the class ismissed and
will be handed in acmordance tothe Attendance Pdicy.

A In order to be counted presert FOR THE DAY, a stident must
be present from 7:30 AM 1 11:30 AM or 11:30 AM until the
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end of theday. Absences will, however, be countedfor eah
missed individual class.
A Nocdl ahea checkouts will be allowed.

CHOOSING HEALTHY AL TERNATIVES & METHODS
PROMOTING SAFETY (CHAMPS)

The program is delivered by a Murray Courty Sheriffé s epa@mert
deputy. Thefocus ison drug and alcohd prevention and making
hedthy choices.

CHAMPS goes beyond traditiond drug abuseand violence
prevention programs. It targets fifth grade and it gives children the
skills needed to recoqnize and resistthe subtle and overt pressures
that causethem to experiment with drugs and alcohol or

becme involved in gangs or violent adivities. Lessons taught in
addition to the core program include:

Bullying

Gangs

Intemet Safety

Rx and OTC medication abuse

Methamphetamine

Tobaco

Pee Pressure

Do o Do Po To Io o

CLASSAND TEACHER ASSIGNMENTS

The processof scheduling students iscomplicaed. We canna assue
that ead student 6 cheduke will be exadly as he or she wants.
Requestsfor spedfic teams or teachers will be honored if space is
avdlable and if the requestis made inwriting to the principa by the
parent of guardian during the designated time period. Ched with
eadt schod for spedfic dates. Reasonable eforts will be made to
honor theserequests.

CLUBS

The opportunity to join student clubs will be avalable at ®me
Murray Courty Schods. Y ou will be provided with detailed
information regading al clubsat your home <hod. Any new clubs
must be organized and approved within the first five ) schod days
of the begnning of the <hod year.

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY, High Schod

In order to participate inthe commencement exercises of Murray
County Schods, a gudent must complete te requirements for
classes/coursework established by the Murray Courty Board of
Educaion. Students, who mee both the locd and state requirement
for graduation, will recaéve adiploma, (see Graduation Requiremert
sedion in this handbook). Attending commencement pradice is
mandatory in order to participatein the graduation ceremony.

COMMUNICATION

The hod reaognizes that effedive communication between the
schod and home is essential to the siccessul operations of
educaional programs for students. The shool further recognizes that
the delivery of information to the home is a reponrsibility that must
be shared by schod personnel and students. Therefore, students shadl
be expededto transmit writtennotes, deficiency reports, report cards
and other documents intended for communication between the shool
and parerts. School personnel shall be responsible for making
reasonable efforts inthe communication processes, including both
writtenand telephone messages, and for providing particular
attention to situations in which the educaional welfare of students
may be jeopardized. Howeve, school personnel shall not be held
resporsible for problems, which devdop from the failure or refusal of
students to transmit messages from the shod to the home.

COMPETITIVE ACTIVITIES/DRIVING PERMITS

Middle and High Schools:

Extracurr icular activitiesand driving on campus are privileges,
not rights. All studentsinvolved in competitive adivitiesat the
middle schods and high schoadl and all students requesting or holding
parking permits at the high schod shall be subject to random drug
and alcohal testing under Board Pdicy IDF and IDF (2). These
paliciesare avalable on the Murray Courty Schods website,
www.murray.k12.gaus. If you do not have acessto the website,a
copy of the palicy can be obtained from your childé soadz Consent
forms must be sgned by the stidents participating in theseadivities
and their parents/guardiansin order to participate incompetitive
adivitiesand/or request or hold a parking permit.

CONTRABAND/PROHIBITED ITEMS

Pages, chains, skateboards, compad disc players,comput er CD6 s ,

computer programs, electronic games, lase pointer, lighters,
inappropriate magaanes, markers, mus i ¢ s, faBe®, radios, re-
closable drink containers, rubber bands, tape players, trading cards,
toys, liquid white-out, yo-yod snd/or other items tat are
inappropriatefor schod are prohibited. All such items above are not
to be brought to schodl. They will be confiscaedif found at school.
A parent or guardian should pick up confiscaeditens within five
schod days. The shod will not be held responsible for items sblen,
lost, damaged, or confiscaedand nat picked up as reguired.

COUNSELING

The Murray Courty Schod System has courseling services in eah
schod. The <hool counselors asistin efforts tohelp students focus
on acalemic, persona, social, ard carea devdopment sothey
adieve auccessin school. Counseglors stress making smart choices
and prepare students to lead fulfilling and responsible lives through
classroom lessons, small groups and individual counseling sessions.
Parents or guardians who do not with their student to participate in
small groups must natify the <hod in writing.

DANCES

Middle Schoals:

Elementary and high school students arenot allowed to attend middle
schod dances. Students may attend dances at his/her home shod
ONLY. Other restrictions may apgdy. Studentswill be expededto
follow the discipline and dresscode at al dances. Students mustbe
in attendance, at school, on the day of the dance inorder to attend.
Students must be picked up no later than 15 minutesafter the dance
has ended. Transportation arrangements neal to be made prior to the
dance Any violation to theseguidelines may result in suspension of
dance privileges.

High Schools
ONLY Murray Courty High Schod, North Murray High School,

and norpunitive PVISstudentswith | D énay attend informal

dances and, if attending the dance of the other fisystemo high schod,
must have adate of the hoging school. Middle school students are
NOT allowed to atterd any high schod dancesé informal or formal.

DELIVERIES
Elementary schods accept deliveriesfor students. Deliveriesfor
students arenot accepted at the middle schodls and high schools.

DENTAL PROGRAM

Help a Child Smile M obile Dental Program

fiHelp a Child Smiled  locd School Board Approved dertal program
for the Murray Courty School System. The program delivers
comprehensive dental care directly to children at their schoadls with a
friendly and educational environment. Each mobile unit is outfitted
with up-to-date dairs, supplies, and staff. For more information,
pleasecontact your childd schodl.
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DISPLAY OF STUDENT GRADES/PICTURESNAMES
Student work, pictures, or names from time totime may be displayed
in the classroom or hallway. Student pictures are published yealy in
the hool yeabodk. Students receving spedal reamgnition may
have their pictures or names puldished in the locd newspaper, school
newsletter, or on the <hool @rssystemb website. Parents not
wishing that their childd work, pictures, or names be displayed or
published should contact the shool principal and submit a requestin
writing.

DISTRICTING POLICY

ASSIGNED SCHOOL/SCHOOL ATTE NDANCE ZONES
Students will attend school in the attendance zone of their residence.
Y ou may contact Central Officeat 706-695-4531 as to which

schod your child should attend. Except as prohibited by Federal
Law, a stident 6esident schod will be assigned based on the
physical addressof the primary custodial parent(sylegal guardian,
regadless of where itis claimed the child is adually living. At the
time of

enrollment, the enrollment center staff may inquire into the marital
status of parent enroller ard whether both parents reside in the home
The BEnrollment Center may require copy of most recent custody or
guardianship order. In the event the stident is originally enrolled in
the g/stem by a Non-Parent Non-Legd Guardian, a Non-Parental
form will be filled out. This form may only be used for initial
enroliment in the g/stem. In such instance the sudent desident
School shall be determined by the physicd addressof the original
enroller on the enrollment forms kept in a stident  gpesmanent record
unless and until a court order is produced showing custody or
guardianship in another individua and the enrollment centeris
persuaded that the child is living with said custodian. All
Kindergateners, 7th graders and 9" graders must, within the first ten
(10) days of the strt of the <hool year, provide administration with
proof of residency as follows: An enrollee must provide two of the
following in the name of the legal and primary physicd custodian of
the sudent (fi estodiand): Power Bill, Water Bill, Cable/Satellite
Bill, and warranty Deed along with proof that the property is
homesteaded for property tax purposes,and /or L ease
Agreement.

DRESSREGULATIONS

PURPOSE

A student 6 gle ofsdtessand /or grooming may reflect individual
preference however, such preferences must be slected within the
constraints of reasonable rulesand appropriate sendardsthat are
consisent with the maintenance of an effedive learning atmosphere
and good personal hygiene. The Murray Courty Board of Education
expeds each studert @tre and grooming to promote apositive,

safe, and hedthy environment within the schoal.

The Board has determined that reasonable regulation of school attire
and personal adornment is within its authority and consisent with its
resporsibility adornment is within its authority and consisent with its
resporsibility to provide an appropriate environment for learning.
Although the Board reaognizes that individua studerts have a riht

to free expression, that right must be balanced with the Board6 s
resporsibility to provide a sfe, seaure, and orderly educational
environment for al studerts.

DressCode Interpretation, all grade levels:

The principal or other authorized school offici al shall deter mine
whether any particular mode of dress, apparel, grooming, or use
of emblems, insignias, badges or other symbals result in
interference or disruption of the learning environment or creates
apotential danger to students or staff, and hasthe discretion to
waive any rule in any particular case. At the discretion of
administration, dressregulations may be altered, modified or

Allowable dressfor 5" i 12 grades

It is prohibited for any student to wear clothing items which reference
or advertiseacoholic bevaages, sex, tobacm, obscene, crude
suggestive messages, useprofanity or slurs pertaining to race gender,
ethnicity, religion or national origins. Designs or insignias may not
be part of haircuts. Satanic symboals, logos or symbals, which put
down social or ethnic groups or berate other individuals, are aso
prohibited. fiFaked alcohol or drug advertisement is alsodisallowed
Gang-related badges, insigniasand colors areprohibited, as are any
items of weaing apparel that indicate gang affiliation or support.
Pants: No holesabove the knee that are either larger than a quarter,
or that exposeundergarments, genitals or buttocks. No baggy or
saggy pants. Pants must fit body type and be worn at natural waist.
No chains, studs, or metal loops, pajamas or spandex clothing.
Leggings, yoga pants, any form-fitting parts must be worn with an
appropriately sized covering that comes to mid-thigh while sending.
Shirt s All shirts must @ver the entire oulder area All shirts must
fit body and cover midriffs and cleavage Shirts must mver midriffs
and cleavage Shrts must cover midriff when arms are extended over
the head. Boys may not wea any shirts that exposearmpits or armpit
hair.

Dresses/Skirt s/Shorts: Thesemustbe worn at natural waist with no
holes. The hemlines must hit theptdf the longest finger while
standing erect or be longer

Hair: No distracting hair coors/tyles: bright red, blue, orange,
patterned, etc. No spiked hair over 2 inches or any other distracting
styles may be worn.

Belts: Appropriate length, and buckled with no chains or pointed
studs.

Body Piercing: Any piercings determined by the shool
administration to be offensive must be covered at all times.

Shoes: Mustbeworn at all times. No wheds or rollers. House
shoes are not allowed.

Tattoos: Any tattoos detemined by the shool administration to be
offensive must be covered at all times.

Accessories: Gloves, sunglasses, hats, cgps, hoods, bardanas,
headbands, blankets, swea bands and pajamas are not allowed.
Make-up should not be excessive. Students will be notified if there
are gedal days when cgpshats areallowed.

Allowable DressPre-K i 4" grades

Good grooming is expeded. Certain guidelines must be considered
when clothing is chasen. Shirts should cover the sbmadh. T-Shirts
with writing or pictures rderring to drugs, alcohol or obscene
implications are prohibited. The wearing of caps/hatsis prohibited.
Students will be notified if there are edal days when cgpshats are
allowed. School administrabrs may prohibit, on a case-by-case
basis,any clothing, hair color, hairstyle or accessory deemed in
administrator @iscretion to be disruptive tothe educational process
or which may crege adanger. No shoeswith wheds or rollers are
allowed. No body piercing, except for eas, is allowed.

DRILLS

Fire Drillsi Fire drills will be held monthly. Thewarningis a
continuous finging of the fire alarm or three dhort rings of the <hool
bell. Students areto file out of the building to the designated area
where teir teacher will take roll. If the alarm rings between class
periods, students sould evaaiate the building immediately. Anfi
clear ognabwill be given for studentsto return to class. Any student
found tampering with the fire alarm, fire extinguisher, or emergency
equipment will be subject to appropriatedisciplinary adion and
possible police adion.

Severe Weather Drills i Sevee weather and tornado drills will be
held periodically during school hours. Students will be assigned
areas inthe building deamed most tornado resistnt by the Georgia
Civil DefenseCourrxil. All instructions hould be followed during
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the ime of drills and during adverseweaher warnings. An i la

clear 0gnabwill be given before stidents will be allowed to return to
their assigned classrooms.

Lock Down Drills i Drills will be conducted Sepgember and January
to test the <hools lock down procedures. Drills for other emergency
situations may be scheduled.

DROP OUTS

Any unemancipated minor over 16 who wishes towithdraw from
schod shall have the written permission of a parent or legal guardian
prior to withdrawing, and complete an interview/survey with the
courselor. The counselor or designee will share with the stident and
parent or guardian the consequences of failing to obtain a high school
diploma including lower lifetime eanings, being qualified for fewer
jobs, and the inability to participate inhigher educdiona
opportunities.

Any emancipate minors over 16 who wish to withdraw from schod
must sgn awrittenintent to withdraw and shall follow the above
procedures.

DROP-OUTS WISHING TO RETURN TO HIGH SCHOOL A
student who has dropped out of schod and wishes tore-enroll
shoud contact the Murray Courty Schods Enrollment Center and
follow the procedures for re-enrollment. Student may be required to
attend the Alternative Schod for some period of time.

ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTICIPATION IN
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Any student who has outstanding disciplinary measures assigned by
the principal or assistant principal will not be allowed to participate
in any extracurricular ectivity. Disciplinary measures may include
any action such as ISS or suspenson. Students must be counted
present at school the day of any activity to be eligible to participate.
Randam

drug testing will be administered for al students participating in
competitive adivities.

High School:
Ninth grade gudents areeligible to participate in extracurricular

adivitiesfor the first termof the shool yea, if they received
passing grades on their annud eighth grade report card.

A 5creditsat the end of 9t grade

A 11 credits atthe end of 10" grade

A 17 credits atthe end of 111" grade

PLUS

To be eligible to participate inary upcoming semester, students
must have 70% aveage in5 classes at the end of ead tem,
including midterm.  Students @n make-up credits in summer
schod, evening school and credit recovery programs.

NOTE: All students under the jurisdiction of the Georgia High
School Association Regulations must be present during all
instructional periods toparticipate inextra-curricular ectivities.
Students must chedk- in by 7:45 and must not ched- out any
ealier than 2:45 in order to be counted present. Any judgment
concerning this policy will be made by the administration.

** Any student who is counted alsent from schod will not be
allowed to attend extracurricular adivitiesunlessfi e usetlo
documentation can be provided

**Students in the dual enrollment program may qualify for
extracurricular ectivities.

DUAL ENROLL MENT

Dual Enrollment is aprocessthrough which a high school student
takes one or more courses from a sete pullic or private
postemndary institution and receéves credit at the high school ard at

the postemndary institution. Georgia offers Accel, the Hope Grant
Program and Move on When Realy.

Students and parents should mee with a counselor to discuss
digibility criteria for theseprograns.

EMERGENCIES /IL LNESS

If astudent is injured or beaomesiill during the school day, he/she
shoud go to the office with anote of explanation from a teacher. If a
student isill or injured, the parert will be contactedand 911 may be
cdled, at parent @xpense, if deemed necessay. Emergency forms
serve as the chief sour ce of information in emer gency situations.
It is imperative that theseforms should be completed and returned to
schod within five days of enrollment or upon change of address,
phone number, and/or businessphone number. 1t is the

parent @uardiand s spansiility to natify the shod of any address
or phone number changes.

END OF COURSE TEST (EOCT)

The Georgia Department of Education has mandated End Of Course
Tests incertain acalemic classes. Under State Board of Educaion
rules hesetestswill court towards the stident @iisal grade inaclass
based on the State Department Guidelines.

ENROLL MENT CENTER

The following information is required to regster inMurray Courty
Schools: proof of residency (a bill mailed to your 911 addressmay
be used), updated Georgia Certficae of Immunization (from the
Hedth Department), Georgia Eye, Ear,ard Dental Certificate (f
coming from an out of state <hoal), acalemic records from the
previous <hool or previous shool  Gddress, discipline records from
previous shool, parent or guardian present, and copy of social
seaurity card. In most cases, schod administration will assume that
the person who enrolls the child in school will have the authority to
malke all dedsions regarding his or her child. The parent or guardian
must be present. Murray Courty Schools will not accept for
enrollment studerts suspended or expelled from other school districts
or any student who has withdrawn from another school or school
district to avoid receving a suspension or adisciplinary heaing.
Murray County Schods may honor disciplinary orders issued by
other schoal systems. The superintendent shall have the authority to
waive this policy.

Parents or guardians will take new students to the centralized
Enrollment Centerto regsterfor schod. Also, students transferring
between Murray Courty Schools will go to current school to
withdraw, and then take proof of residence to the new school to
enroll. Office hourswill be 7:00am -

4:00pm, Monday through Friday. The Murray Courty Enrollment
Centeris locaedin the Murray County Enrollment and Leaning
Center directly behind the Central Office.

The following items are required to regsterfor schod:

Copy of Birth Certificate

Sacial Seaurity Card or Waiver signed by parent

Certificate of Immunization Form (Form # 3231)

Eye, Ear & Dental Certificate (Form #3300

Custody Papers (if applicable)

Withdrawal documentation from previous shool (if applicable)
Middle and High school studerts shoud provide transcripts
including discipline records

Two Residency Documents & photo identification (Copy of

Utility Bill, Copy of Leaseof PurchaseAgreement é )

Do Po Po Do o Do Do Do

EVENING SCHOOL/OFF CAMPUS LEARNING (High

Schoals)

Murray County Schod System redlizes that a traditional schod may

not be the bestoption for al students. We have partnered with
Mountain Education Center, an independent charter school system
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to help students remain on track to graduate or to accderate
graduation. It is currently operated in the
evening at North Murray High School.
Students interested in attending Evening Schoal should call 706
686-3500.

FIELD TR IPS

Field trips are provided as an extension of the regular school
program. Spedfic information regading date and adivity will be
provided prior to ead field trip. Prior written permission from the
parent or guardianis required for participation. All schod rules
apply to field trips.

FINAL EXAMINAT IONS (High Schodl)

A Students areresponsible for being present for final examinations.

AMake-up exams will only be given in cases of documented
Emergencieswhich are approved by the principal.

A The make-up exams must be completed within a imeline
detemmined by the administration.

FINAL EXAMINATION EXEMPTION POLI CY (High School)
A Student may be exempt from amid-term/final examin aclassif
he/she meds the following requirements:

fiA 0 vera8e with no more than 6 class absences

fiB 0 verage with no more than 5 class absences

fiC 0 verafe with no more than 4 class absences

fiD GAverage with perfect attendance

Five classroom tardies courts as aclass absence for this
exemption policy

Students cannot exampt tests required by the State Department of
Education

Do Do Do Do Do Do

** Any student who is exempt and is not present on the day of the
final exam will be courted absent, but the absence will not count
toward his/her exemption.

Note: A student cannot exempt afinal exam if he/she has ®rved n-
School Suspension or been suspended from schod during the term.

FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES
All fund raising and sales adivities must us have prior approval from
the principa and/or the siperintendent of Schools.

GIFTED/EXCEL PROGRAM

The Murray Courty Schod District endarses the philosophy that
educdion is ameans by which each individual has the opportunity to
read his or her fullest potential. We believe tat al students have a
right to educaional experiences tat challenge the level of their
individual devdopment, whether it is below, at , or beyond the level
of their age pea's. Spedal prograns for gifted students areone
outgrowth of this commitment.

Students in grades K-12 who denmonstrate ahigh degree of
intellectual, acalemic, and/or cresative abilities may be nominated for
evduation to detemmine eligibility to participate in the program for
Gifted Students. Referrals for consideration may be made by
teachers, parents/guardians, counselors, administrabors, peeas, self,
and other individuals with knowledge of the sudent @&bilities. The
State Board of Education detemines eligibility criteria for placemert
in this program. For a simmary of thosecriteria or for further
information about Murray County® Brogram for Gifted Students,
pleasecontact the Gifted Program teacher at your childé schod or
contact:

Barbie Kendrick, Elementary barbie kendrick@murray.k12.gaus

Spencer Gazaway, Seandary spercer.gazaway@murray.k12.gaus

GPA (GRADE POINT AVERAGE) Classof 2013 & theredter
The average grade eaned by a gudent is figured by dividing the total
grade points eaned by the number of credits attempted. AP, Honors
and college credit courseclasses will carry Quality Points for this
cdculation. The grade points that can be eaned are listed in the tble
below.

A B C D
Regular Class 4.0 3.0 2.0 1.0
Hona Class 45 35 25 15
AP Class 5.0 4.0 3.0 2.0

*The HOPE scholarship office will recalculate all student s 6
GP A 6 sa4.0 de.

GRADUATES WITH DISTINCTION

Scholar Graduatei GPA greaer than 4.0
Honar Graduatei GPA of 3.5- 4.0

Vaedictorians and Salutatorians: Students must have completed
their entire snior yea at the awarding High School. Transfer
students must have receéved al credits from a £hod acaedited
under an organization such as AdvancEd. The valedictorianwill be
the stident with highest wumulative GPA. The slutatorian will be
the stident with the cond highest GPA. See GPA (2013 and
beyond). In the event that 2 or more stidents share the same GPA,
the student with the highest numeric average will be named the
Vaedictorian or Salutatorian.

GRADUATION PATHSAND REQUIREMENTS
For entering ninth grade students beginning 2012-2013:

UNITS OF CREDIT

AREAS OF STUDY (Requir ed coursesin Units
Parentheses) Required
English/Language Arts (Ehg 9 & A merican Lit) 4
Mathematics (Coord. Alg, Analytic Geom, Adv. Alg.) 4
Science (Biology) 4

A list of 4™ science courses approved by the Board of Regents is
posted at http://www.doe.kl2.gaus. Students should plan with a

courselor.

Scial Studies Gov (1/2), W. History, U. S. History, 3
Eoconamics (1/2)

Careq Pathway or CTAE, Fine Arts and/or Foreign 3
Language Credits

Hedth and Physicd Educaion 1
Eledives

TOTAL RE QUIRED UNITS 23

1 Advanced Placement (AP) and/or Honors murses may be
substituted for some of thesecourses.

2 Accelerated math courses may be substituted for thesecourses.

3 Students entering 9" grade in 2013-2014 ard beyond are requiredto
complete acarea pathway and take the ECPA.

4Entering 9" graders in school years 2011 & 2012 will take Math |l
Math 1V, AP Calculus (MCHYS), College Algebra, or GPS Algebra.

GUNS PROHIBITED
All guns are prohibited on any MCSD property except by Law
Enforcement in connedion with officia duties.
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HALL PASS (Middle Schod and High Schodl)

Each time a stident leaves the classroom during any class period,
he/she must have permission from his/her teacher, and cary a Hall
Pass. The hall passsystem that must be utilized in the manner
outlined by schod administration.

HEAD LI CE

Murray Courty Schods will follow the Murray Courty Schods
Protocol. A copy is available upon request from the shool. Schod
administration reserves the right to request verification that a stident
has received appropriate medical treatment prior to returning to
schod. Proof of treatment, in the form of a certificate, is required
from one of the following: Murray Courty Health Department, a
licensed physician, or aMurray County Schod Nurse. The
cetificate must stateltat the child is no longer infested with an adive
heal lice infestation. Repeaedinfestation may result in a referral to
the <hool social worker.

HEALTH CLINIC

The Murray Courty Schod District has partnered with Georgia
Mountains Hedth Services, Inc. to provide limited hedth care
services tostudents without charge Y ou may contact central office
for more information.

HEALTH EDUCATION

Regulations of the Georgia Department of Education require that the
Murray Courty Schods shall develop ard implement a
comprehensive hedth and physical educéion program that shall
include information and conceptsin the following aress:
Alcohd and other drug use

Diseaseprevention

Environmental hedth

Nutrition

Personal hedth

Sex educaion/AIDS educdion

Safety, which includes teaching students asealy as kindergarten
to identify inappropriate £xual touching ard to report the
inappropriate €xual contact

8. Mental hedth

9. Growth and devdopment

10. Consumer hedth

11. Community hedth

12. Hedth careas

13. Family living

14. Motor skills

15. Physical fitness

16. Lifetime gorts

17. Outdoor educaion

NougrwDNE

Sex educaion and AIDS educdion are required to be apart of the
comprehensive hedth program. Parents and legal guardians are,
howeve, alowed to exeacise te option of exduding their child from
sex education and AIDS prevention instructional programs. Prior to
making achoiceto alow your child participate in sex education ard
AIDS educaion programs parents have the right to be informed by
the school the content of the curriculum. Y ou further have the right
to review all instructional materials, print ard non-print. If you
dedde that you do not want your child to take part in sex education or
AIDS educétion instruction you mustinform your childd schod of
your intent in writing. All sex educaion instruction in Murray
County Schods shall be consisient with StateBoard of Education
rulesand applicalde laws and shall include an emphasison

fi lstinenced and fidelity in marriage as the most effedive means of
preventing diseaseand unwanted pregnancy.

In the 2009 Georgia legslative sssion, the Georgia Student Hedth
and Physicd Educaion (SHAPE) Act was passed and requireseath
locd school district to conduct an annual fitnessassessment program
for all studentsin grades 1- 12 errolled in Georgia public school
physicd education classes taught by certified physicd education
teadhers.

HOME SCHOOLI NG i Registering and Rules

All Home Schod students must regsterwith the Georgia Department
of Educdion in order to home <hoadl. All other home shod issues
must be directedto the Georgia Department of Educdion. Please
follow the link below for more information:

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-I nstruction-and-
Assessment/Pages/Home-Schods. aspx

Department of Education Contact:

Jeff Hodges

Program Specialist

Policy Division

Email: jhodgeg@doekl2.gaus
Phone: 404-463-1765

Fax 404-656-5744

Note: Home Schod Students are prohibited from participating in any
MCSD sports or extracurricular activities.

HOMECOMING/SWEETHEART COURT SELECTIONS
(High schodl)

The following criteria mustbe met in order for any student to
represent MCHS or NMHS in ary schod wide stident body
nominations, including but not limited to the following, Homeaming
and Swedheat court selections.

1. 80 cumulative GPA including current semester

2. Good attendance

3. Good behavior

HOMELESS EDUCATION

The Murray Courty Schod System is committedto evey child
enrolled in our school system. Our Homeless Education Program
goals areto idertify and assist students who lack afixed, regular, and
adequate nighttime residence sothat they may enroll, attend, and
succeel in school. The employees of the Murray County Schod
System work with students, families, the enrollment center, and
community agencies tomed the requirements of the Homeless
Education Program. Under the McKinney-Vento Act, if you know of
ahomeless student, pleasecontact a <hool social worker or cal the
Murray County Schod System Instructional Support Services at 706-
695-4531.

HOMEWORK

Students will be given homework padlicies for individual classes. The

Murray County Schod System subscribes to e philosophy that

homework is animportant part of the educaional processand that it

is valid if it meds the following objectives:

A To work toward mastery of the intended curriculum

A Touseextemal resources for research experiences

A Toalow teachers todetermine which students need additional
pradice

A Toprovide essential pradice indevdoping skills

HOSPITAL/ HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
The Murray Courty Schod System will follow the Georgia State
Board of Educdion Pdicy for Hospital/Homebound Instructional
Services. These srvices are available to studerts who have a
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medically diagnosed physicd condtion ard/or psychiatric/emotiond
disorder as defined by the Diagnostic and Statisticd Manual (DSM)
which prevents shod attendance for a minimum of tenconseautive
schod days. A hospital homebaund studert  Gttendance will be
recrded as hospital/homebound if they recave the appropriately
documented educational instruction and services. Hospital
homebound attendance does not count toward perfed attendance.
Requiredforms must be completed and on file at the shool in order
to receve services, including (1) Physician Request for
Hospital/Homebound srvices (must be filled out by psychiatrist if it
is a mental health conditign(2) Parent Request for
Hospital/Homebound Services. (3) Educationa Service Plan (ESP)
State BOEPolicy IDDC.

KIDSON THE BLOCK
Kids on the Block is a puppet performance on persona safety
presentedamually to third and fourth grade gudents.

IM MUNIZATION/COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

All new studentsin the Murray County Schod System must present
an Immunization Certificate. Begnning 2014-2015 all 7" graders
will berequired to have Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis) and
M eningocacca conj ugate vaccines prior to entering schodl.
Effedive July 1, 2014, children born on or after January 1%, 2002
who are attending 7" grade and for new entrants into a Georgia
schod grades 8"-12" must have one dose of Tdap vacdne and
one doseof M eningococcal conjugate vacdne. iNew Entrant o
means any child entering any school in Georgia for the first time
or entering after having been absent from a Georgia schod for
more than twelve months or one shod year. A Vision, Heaing,
and Dental Screening Certificate isalsorequired if a stidert is
entering a Georgia Public Schoadl for the first time. If a stident does
not have an adequate Immunization Certificate or aVision, Heaing,
Dental Screening Certificate, the sudent will have 30 cdendar days
in which to obtain a cetificate. At the erd of 30 days the stident may
be asked to withdrawal from schod if he/she has not obtained the
appropriate cetificate. If the gudent is transferring from ancther state
or country, he/she has 90 cdendar days inwhich to provide these
hedth certificates. Each student and parent is responsible for
maintaining adequate immunizations. Parents ould immediately
report the hedth status of their child to the shool guidance officeif a
physician diagnosis a communicable disease.

INSURANCE FOR ACCIDENTAL | NJURY

Each day in American schods sudents have acddents that result in
injury. As a grviceto parents and families tie Murray Courty
School System offers Student Athletic, Acddent, and Hedth
Insurance This insurance isoffered at a very reasonable ratebecaise
of the number of children, acossthe nation, participating in the
program. If you do not have acddent insurance, student insurance
provides an affordable method of protecting your child. If you have
family coverage student insurance becmes sendary coverage
covering deductiblesas defined in the policy. Under options avalable
student insurance can be purchased that provides 24-hour coverage
hedth coverage extended dental coverage, and field trip coverage
Pleasereview the information your child brings home todetemine if
your family would benefit from any of the options offered. The
insurance provider offers extersive online srvices including the
ability to enroll, obtain claim formsand ID cards, ard ched claim
status. Online @rvices can be aacessed by going to the Murray
County Schods website and using the fiStudent Insuranced ink.
Parents arereminded that the Murray County School System
does not provide insurance covering student accidents while at
schod or when participating in schod related activities.

INTERNET SAFETY POLICY FOR THE COMPUTER
NETWORK OF THE MURRAY COUNTY SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Pleaserefer to the Acceptable Use and Internet Safety Rolicy toward
the badk of this handbook.

INVESTI GATIONS AND SEARCHES (POLICY JCAB)

The Murray Courty Board of Educdion policy regading seachesis
asfollows:

The Murray Courty Schod System endeavors toprovide a sfe and
seaure environment for al studerts. The Board authorizes reassonalle
seaches of students directedto that end by authorized schod
officials. Searches are based on reasonable suspicion of the presence
of dangerous or disruptive items or violations of code of conduct.
Principals of eat schod where lockers areissued shall ensure that at
the ime lockers aremade avalable to students, it is clealy spedfied
in writing that lockers aresubject to inspedion and search by school
officials. Each schod shall maintain duplicae keys or records of all
locker combinations and avoid ary pradices that lead studentsto
believe that lockers areunder their exdusive control. In the event a
seach of a stident  goesson, his/her personal possessions, locker, or
vehicle, reveds that the stidert is conceding material, the possession
of which is prohibited by federal, state, or locd law, locd law
enforcement authorities may be natified sothey may take appropriate
adion. When students bring devices toschool that are capable of
recording images or sounds, thosedevices are subject to seaches and
seizures if the £hod has a easonable belief that the devices contain
evidence related to an investigation of a violation of the Student Code
of Conduct or aviolation of the criminal/juvenile code.

INFINITE CAMPUSPARENT PORTAL

Infinite Campus Parent Portal gives parents on-line accessto their
childd grades and attendance. The heal of household must present a
photo I.D. at the stident 6choal $0 receve the accesscode for this
service.

LOCKERS

Lockers are rentedthrough the homeoom teacher/office for $10.00
(non-refundable) per school yea. Each student is responsible for any
item in the locker and any damage tothe interior of the locker, which
has been assigned to him/her. The shod reserves the right to enter
and seach any locker at any time Students are not to share or
exchange lockers. Any inappropriate itens found in the locker will
be the responsibility of the renter. For seaurity purposes stidents
shall not render the locks inoperable. Pad ocks are not to be used on
lockers. For student protection, random locker searches may be made
throughout the shool yea. Lockers arerentedfrom the begnning of
schod until the last week of schod. All lockers not cleared by the
final week will be opened and cleaned out as necessay. MCSD shall
not be responsible for lossof or damage toany items inany locker.

LOST AND FOUND

Lost and found items houd be turned into the office. Found
textbodks will be snt to the teacher who issued the books. The
schod is not responsible for lost or stolen items. Periodicaly,
unclaimed lost and found items will be téen to a charitable
organization.

MANDATED REPORTING

The Stateof Georgia requiresby law that any principal, teacher,
courselor, or other school employee or volunteer having caused to
believe tat a child under the age of eighteen has had physicd injury
or injuriesinflicted upon him or her other than by acddental means
by aparent, caretaker, or other individual, or has been negectedor
exploited by a parent, caretaker, or other individual, or has been
sexually assaulted, shall report such incidents to appropriate
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authorities. Being amandatedreporter reguiresall school employees
to report any situation where a stident is in danger or is athrea to
self or others. All system employees receve annual mandated
reportertraining. All volunteers arealso required to complete
training. Volunteers may visit the <hod office to get information on
training.

MANDATORY fi QIET REFLECTION 0

Georgia law requires up to 60 seconds of mandatory quiet reflection
conducted by teachers atthe begnning of eat schod day. The law
states hat this bill fi sall not prevent student initiated voluntary
schod prayers at ghods or school-related events which are
norsedarian and non-proselytizing in nature. 0

MEDIA CENTER POLI CIES

Media centerswill be open during regular schod hours. Studerts
musthave a lbrary card or studert ID to ched out abook. Fees for
lost or damaged books are colleded at replacement cost plus $2.00
non-refundable processing fee All thesefees must be paid before
report cards are issied Book bags are nat allowed in the media
center. Library cards are given out to eat studert at the begnning of
the yea, replacement cards cost $1.00.

Elementary Schools

Two bodks can be checked out for two weeks for students in second-
fifth grades and renewed if more ime isneeded. Books may nat be
checked out if a stident owes for a lost or damaged book. During
class ime, students areadmitted only with a media center pass.

Middle Schools

Two bodks can be checked out for two weeks and renewed if more
time isneeaded. Studentswill be allowed to ched out more bodks for
reseach purpases if given anote from teacher. Reference bodks may
only be checkel out overnight. Periodicals remain in the media
center. Fines for overdue books are five cents ($0.05) ead day per
bodk. Books may not be checked out if a stident  Girges exced
$0.75. During class ime, students areadmitted only with a media
center passsigned by the Media Spedalist.

High school

Two bodks can be checkel out for two weeks for leisure reading and
renewed if more ime isneeded. For reseach projects a stident may
chedk out as many bodks as needed to complete he assignment.
Reference bodks may only be checked out overnight. Periodicals
remain in the media center. Fines for overdue books are five cents
ead day per bodk. Books may not be checkel out if a stidert  Girges
exceed $2.00. During class ime, students areadmitted only with an
agenda sgned by a teacher.

Hours of operation are from 7:00 am.- 4:00 p.m.
Students may come tothe media center with ahall pass
throughout the school day as gpace permits.

|.D. cads are required for chedk-out.

Book fines - .05 cents/day; copy fees: .10 cents/page for
computer generated copies inblack & white, and .25
cents/page for color copies.

Lostor damaged books: Qurrent replacement cost
Students must maintain good behavor which supports an
atmosphere condirive toquiet learning adivities.

Do o

> 3

MEDICINES

Prescription Medication

All prescription medications must be delivered to the school by the
parent or guardian. All prescription medication must be in a clearly
labeled prescription bottle with the stident Game, drug name,

dosage instructions, physicians name pharmacy name, and pharmacy
phone number. A medication authorization form must be completed
and on file in the shod office.

Ove the Gounter Medication

Over the courter medications (Tylenadl, Aspirin, Motrin,
Antihistamines cough/cold medicatiqmgels,lotions, crémes, eye
drops,etc.), can be given by the £hod nurseor System RN, LPN,

or the shod

principal (or designeé), if he/she is on the premises and has aparent
or guardiand s gnatutie on the stident dedth form. In the event no
such person is on the premises, over the courter medications may be
provided by the parent or guardian with the condition that a
medication authorization formis on file in e <hod office.
Emergency Medication

Medications needed in an emergercy situation (Epi Pens, Glucagn,
Insulin, etc.) may be sbred with the teacher or kept by the sudent as
deemael appropriate by the shool nurse. Inhalersfor the treatment of
asthma houd be kept with the dudent at all times. A medication
Authorization Form should be completed for al emergency
medications ard kept on file inthe <hod office.

Asthma Medication

Each school shall permit the slf-administration of asthma medication
by students who have asthma in the method set out herein.

1. The medication must be prescribed by a physician or physician6 s
assistant authorized and licensed by the Stateof Georgia to
prescribe medication.

2. The medication mustbe =lf-administered asthma medication
meaning the sudent @liscretionary useof the asthma
medication prescribed for him or her.

3. The student shall inform the <hool or the dudent Glesireto
self-administer athma medication and must allow the £hod to
review and notatethe medication prescribed. The stident shall
inform the shod nurseof any changes or modifications inthe
prescribed medication.

4. The shod shall make a Istof all studerts allowed to self-
administer athma medication.

5. Students qualified to self-administer athma medications shall
be allowed to self-administer he prescribed asthma medication

A Whileat schod

A At schod sponsored adivities

A While uncer the supervision of school personnel;
or

A While in before-school or after-school care or
operated programs

The shod district and its enployees and agents shall incur no

liability other than for willful and wanton miscondtct for any injury

to a stident caused by his or her self-administration of asthma
medication.

MESSAGES TO STUDENTS

Messages will be delivered from parents/guardians to students and
will be limited to the following:

A. Notification of deah, seriousillness, or disaster in afamily

B. Medical appointments expedantly changed

C. Other family emergency

D. Non-emergency messages will be delivered if time and resources
allow

E. The <hod intercom will be used only for emegencies

NURSES

The Murray Cournty Schod System provides ac@ssto nursing
services toassist teachers, administrabors, and parents in meding the
medical needs of students.

PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT
Murray County Schods believe that parental involvement processes
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teachers and school administrabrs will work together to improve and
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enhance stdent behavior ard acalemic performance and encourage
open communication. Parental involvement is encouraged in ead
schod. While parent participation and involvement is
encouraged, it is also expected that parents, just as students and
staff, will conduct themselves in a polite and professional
manner. Failure to do so may result in aderse consequences,
including, without limitation, being barred from activities or
campuseslnformation on how to be adively involved in your

childé schod Is avdlable on ead schoold website.

PARENT/TEAC HER CONFERENCES

A parent wishing to schedule aconference with his/her childé s
teacher shoud contact the <hoal office by phone. Conferences

shoud be sheduled in advance and, if possible, during the teacher 6 s
planning time. If aparent would like acounselor or nurseto be

present at the conference, the parent should make this request atthe
time the meding is sheduled.

PERSONAL PROPERTY

Students areexpededto bring to schod only the iterns of personal
property which are necessary for the participation in class and
extracurricular activities. Items which are considered potentially
dangerous or disruptive toschool procedures will be confiscated and
appropriate adions taken. (See contrabard sedion.) Students arenot
to bring valuables, large sims of money, games, trading cards, efc..
Students areencouragel to place names on valuable, personal itens
(Shirts, pants, dresses, shoes, etc.) Students aresolely resporsible for
all personal belongings.

PHONE USE

Students may only useoffice phones in emergency situations and
with anote from a teacher. Students will not be cdled out of classto
recave aphone cdl through the front office.

POLICY MANUALS

All Murray County Board of Educaion policiesare locatedon the
Murray Courty website. The policy manual is available online unde
the board of educaion link on the Murray County School &vebsite at
www.murray.k12.gaus.

PROMOTION AND RETENTION

The Murray Courty Board of Educéion reagnizes its responsibility
for providing aquality education for the students enrolled in the
schod system. A part of this responsibility includes the requirement
for students to demonstrate competency in the basic acalemic
subjects.

A Tobe al0t grader students must have Scredits
A Tobean 11t grader students must have 11 credits
A Tobe al2" grader students must have 17 credits

The Murray County Board of Educdion has adopted stardard
promotion requirements for elementary and middle grade stidents.
Theserequirements areexplained in detail in the Board Pdicy IHE,
which can be found online through the Murray County Schools
website, www.murray.k12.gaus.

REPORT CARDS

Students will be issied report cards ead eight-week grading period.
It is the qudert 6esponsibility to take the report home. Incomplete
grades mus be made up within 5 schod days after the conclusion of
ead term. The grading scde isas follows:

Elementary and Middle Schods:

A=90-100 B=80-89 C=70-79 F=69 ard below

High School:
A=90-100 B=80-89 C=74-79 D=70-73 F=69 or below
I-incomplete P-Pass F-failure

HONOR AND STAR HONOR ROLL

Elementary and Middle Schoadls:

Honar rolls and star honor rollswill be published at the end of ead
grading period. Students areeligible for the str honor roll if grades
are Aor above inall classes. If a student makes a Bor above inall
courses, he/she will be listedon the honor roll. Conduct is not used
when determining honor rolls.

SAFE AND DRUG FREE SCHOOLS

Murray Courty Schods participate inthe Georgia Student Hedth
Survey 2.0 (GSGS 2). The GSHS 2.0 for middle and high school
students covers various opics uch as <hool climate and safety,
graduation, school dropouts, alcohal and drug use, bullying and
harassment, suicide, nutrition, and sedentary behaviors. The GSHS
2.0 for elementary studentsincludes shod safety and schod climate
guestions only. The data wlleadedwill be used to identify critical
areas of need for our Safe and Drug-Free School efforts. Survey
analysisof this data provides information ard data that:

Meds the FederalMandated data colledion

requirements

Assists inthe maintenance of a shool environment that is
free of drugs and violence

Promotes aclassroom atmosphere that allows teachers to
teach and studentsto learn

Devdops and offers experiences that involve stidentsin
applying the concepts of making hedthy dedsions,
accepting resporsibility for behaviors, ard understanding
consequences

Other Safe and Drug Free Schools Surveys may be conducted
throughout the school yea. Parerts may opt out of the aurvey. If you
do not wish your student to participate inthesesurveys, pleasesend a
letterto your school @réncipal, which states tis request. Please
include your name, childé same, and sign and date the lette.

> >

SAFETY
What Parents/Guardians Can Do NOW to enhance teir
Child(ren) &afety at School

A Ensurethat the £hool has your current and accurate

contact/emergency information. (This includes daytime

phone numbers and names of adults authorized to pick up

your child in an emergency).

Always sbp by the £hod drent office for avisitor Gass

upon ertering the shool building AND be prepared to

show photo id.

Be certain that the school has current medical information

abou your child.

Do not park in emergency lanes at school.

Encourage your child to report sefety violations, threds, or

concerns to a siff member.

Be aure you and your child review and discussthe

handbook and code of conduct.

Lean abou the protocols and procedures used at your

childé schod in the event of an emergency such as an

evaaation, lockdown, fire or weather event.

A Go onthe Distict Website (www.murray.k12.gaus) and
regsterfor schod way

o

S S S S &

When an Emergency Happens at School
Your first reation may understandably be tocdl or rush to your
childé6 schod. However, that may not be the safest option for you
OR your child. To assure that school staff and first responders are
able to addressthe emergency, pleasefollow thesetips:

A Monitor School Way for alerts and instructions

A Ched to District Website. Alerts and information may

be posted for parents and students.
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A Pleasedo not cal your childd sell phone or serd them a
text or email. This may put your child at additional risk and
impad emergency responcer s lility &0 communicate
properly with one arnother

A Pleasedo not cdl the shod as shod officials will be
addressing the emergency

A Pleasedo not go to the shool unlessinstructed. Additional
traffic and confusion may put your child at additional risks
and hinder efforts or first respondes.

A Oncean emergency is dedared, the building
administrator may dired that no student be released
until an all clear is given by schod officials.

SCHEDULE CHANGES

Request for schedule changes or class changes will be made only for
sound educaiona reasons. The request sould be addressed with the
principal for elementary schod and the shool counselor for middlie
and high school studerts with the principal making the final approval.
The principal must goprove request for termchanges inmiddle
schod.

SCHOOL WAY

In the event of inclement weaher, school closing announcements will
be made through locd media outlets, posted on Facéook, and posted
onto the website. Y ou may aso sign up for School Way on the
Murray Courty website www.murray.k12.gaus to receve
natifications.

SCHOOL NUTRITION
Cafeteria
The Schod Nutrition Program provides anutritious well-balanced
bresfast and lunch daily. Students are encouraged to participate.
Cost per meds is as follows:

Student BreaKast $0.75

Adult Breskfast $150

Elementary Schod Lunch ~ $1.90

Middle/high School Lunch ~ $2.20

Adult Lunch $3.25
Meds can be paid daily, weeky, or monthly. Cashor checks are
accepted at ead schod. Acoourt balances may be chedked and
payments may be made using a debit or credit card or chedk online at
www.medpayplus.com or by phone at 1-866-682-9288. Balances
will be carried over to the next school yea unless a efund requestis
made inwriting to the lunchroom manager prior to the last day of
schod. Studentswill be alowed a total of three (3) med charges. A
three 3) charge limit shall be strictly enforced. Parents will be
natified of negdive acount balances by phone or letter and will be
resporsible for paying all charges. All return checks will be debited
electronically for the face amourt and fees allowed by your state.

Applicaions for free and reduced priced meds areavailable on the
schod websiteand in the shod office or cafeteria. Thosewho wish
to apply for this program must mmplete anew applicaion each
schod yea.
Reduced costsper med:

Breakfast $.30

Lunch: $.40

Students must clean up any mess they make Students must return
trays tothe dish return window or other designated area when
finished eaing. Leavng trays on the téble may result in disciplinary
adion.

Students areexpededto be polite and quiet while going to, eding,
and coming from the lunchroom. Each student is required to learn
their school assigned five-digit identification number. This number
serves as the sudentd safeterianumber.

Classroom Parties

Classroom parties consisting of food items $oud be held afterthe
regular lunch period or at leasttwo hours prior to the regular lunch
period. To encourage ahedthy lifestyle, it is recommended, but not
required, that snadk iterrs be consistent with the goals of the Murray
County Board of Education WellnessPdicy and reflect the Hedthy,
Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. Examplesof hedthy snad items
include fruit, 100% fruit juices, raw vegetableswith dip, whole grain
items including breads, chips, crackes, and low fat dairy foods, such
as «im milk and yogurt. Carbonated soft drinks are prohibited
Parties must be approved by an administraibor at the high schoadl level.

Food and Bevaages

Students and guestsare encourage to ea food prepared in the <hoal
cafeteria. When parents and guests ea with students, food from
restaurants is discouraged but not prohibited. An alternate egting
locaion, however, may be assigned when food is brought to school
from restaurants. Homemade lunches are permissible.

Beveaages old on canpus during the <hool day will be limited to
water, unflavored low-fat and flavored non-fat milk, and 100% fruit
or vegeable juice and servings no more than eight ounces at the
elementary schod level and twelve ournces at the middle and high
schod levels. Additional beverages at the high school level may
include water, and no more than twenty (2) ounce portions of cdorie
free, flavored water, other flavored and/or carbonated beverages with
less than 10 cdoriesper 20 ounces or no more than twelve (12)
ources portions of beverages with less than 60 cdories per 12
ources. High school students may cary only water purchased at
schod in the halls and classrooms. This privilege can be revoked by
the administration at any time

SCHOOL PROPERTY: PROHIBIT ED USE
No skate boarding, roller blading, or roller-skating allowed any time
on schod property. Violators may be proseauted.

SCOLI 0sIS

Scoliosisis one of the more common diseases of the gine, affeding
12 million peaple worldwide. Mostindividuals have few problems,
but for a gmall percentage of individuals, the problems can be very
sevae. Untreated, they can suffer from a disfiguring curve, and often
a laige hump in the back Patients with this form of scoliosishave
increasing difficulty exercising as they get older and are limited by
pain. Murray Courty Schools in corporation with the Murray Courty
Hedth Department condLcts freg non-invasive, screening for
Scoliosisead yea. The reening is conductedfor al sixth and
eighth grade stidents. Parents/guadians will be notified of the date
screaning is sheduled. Parents/guardians must notify the <hod if
they do not want their child to be screened for Scoliosis.

SENATE BILL 10 Georgia Special Need Scholarship Act

If you are interested in transferring your child to a private shool in
Georgia, you may be able totake advantage of the Georgia Spedal
Need Scholarship. Thesescholarships provide funding that can be
used to off set tuition costs at participating private hools in the State
of Georgia. For more informaion Georgia, Spedal Needs
Scholarship and the parent application process, pleasevisit the
Georgia Department of Education website at
http://public.doek12.gaus/. For information or to apply for this
option, pleasecontact Paula Martin Direcor of Instructional
Support Services at 706-695-4531

SOCIAL WORKERS

School Social Workers arethe liaison between schod, home, and the
community. The shods Sacial Workers ae avdlable atthe shools
to work with parents, teacher, and administrabrs. Focus isplaced on
the sudent dedth, safety, education, ard attendance
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STUDENT DROP-OFF and PICK UP

Murray County Schods provide bus transportation for al eligible
students. If you have afamily emergency, contact the <hool, and we
will work with you to see that your child is sfe.

Elementary: Students will be supervised from 6:30 AM urtil 4:00
PM. Students who are being picked up between 2:45 PM ard 4:00
PM must be picked up in the designated pick up area Students who
are picked up after 4:00 PM should be picked up inside the <hool
building.

After 4:00PM:

(1) Schoal personnel will attempt to contact the parents/guardians or
other adults approved by the parent/guardians.

(2) If we are unable to make a stisfactory contact by a reasonable
time, achild may be transportedto the Murray Courty Sherriffé s
office for pick up.

(3) The ghool will document instances when a stident is not picked
up from schod. Reaurring incidences may be referred to the shool
social worker.

Middle School: Students will be supervised from 6:30 AM urtil 4:00
PM. *Students who are being picked up between 2:45 PM and 4:00
PM must be picked up in the designated pick up area Students who
are picked up after 4:00 PM should be picked up inside the <hool
building.

*Pleasant Valley times of operation are 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
After4:00 PM*:

(2) Schoadl personnel will attempt to contact the parents/guardians or
other adults approved by the parent/guardians.

(2) If we are unable to make a stisfactory contact by a reasonable
time, a child may be transportedto the Murray County Sherriffé s
office for pick up.

(3) The <hool will document instances when a stident is not picked
up from schod. Reaurring incidences may be referred to the school
social worker

High School and Middle School

Parents/guardians must present a signed note giving permission to
walk to and from schod. For the safety of thesestudents, walkers
may not leave the shod campus urttil directed by the administration.
The shod system does not provide supervision in public aress
surrounding school property. The high schools provide gudert
supervision from thirty minutesbefore the strt of schod until thirty
minutesafter the conclusion of the reqular schod day. Parents must
usethe designated drop off and pick up locetions.

STUDENT PICK UP DURING THE SCHOOL DAY

If a stident mustleawe shod before the erd of the day, the stidert
shoud be sgned out by a parent/guardian at the shool office.

The laksttime to sign out a stident is 2:45. *

*Pleasant Valley time 1:30 PM.

The administration has established this time tolimit missed
instruction and interruptions in classrooms.

STUDENT PARKING

Driving and parking on schodl property is aprivilege not a right.
Students driving on campus will be subject to random drug testing.
Students, upon arriving at schoadl, should immediately exit their
vehicles and enter the building. At the end of the shoadl day (unless
a stident has an after-schod scheduled adivity) students should go
immediately to their vehicles and promptly exit campus. No
lingering or loitering in the stident parking will be allowed.
Violation of this protocol may result in lossof driving privileges, and
other discipline at the discretion of administration.

All students MUST pay for, and prominently display a parking pass,
which currently cost $40 annualy. This amourt shall not be sibject
to any proration based upon when during the shool yea it is
purchased or any student &iymrt-dayd chedule. (The costis subject
to change from time totime withou notice).

Each student is responsible for any itemin the vehicle. The <hod
reserves the right to enter and seach any vehicle at any time.
Students are not to share or exchange parking permits. Any
inappropriate tems found in a vehicle will be the responsibility of the
student. For student protection, randam vehicle ssaches may be
made throughout the <hool yea.

STUDENT RECORDS

Murray Courty Schods will comply with the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) regading student records. See
FERPA sedion of this gudent handbook.

TARDINESS

Each school has established a strting time. Any student arriving after
the <heduled starting time istardy. It is important that students arive
on time and attend al classes during the day. Allowances are made

for latearrival of buses. Repededtardinessmay be referred to a

social worker.

TESTING

Test chedulesare subject to change It is not uncommon for the State
Department of Education or the locd schod system to modify test
schedules after the begnning of the hool yea. The most arrent
information regading testing will be posted on the pupil services
website at www.murray.k12.gaus at the pupil services link.

The Murray Courty Schod System administers sandardized testsin
acordance with the stte guidelines. Tests nclude: GKIDS for
Kindergarten, ACCESS for ELL, GAA, GeorgiaMilestones End-of-
Grade Assessment for grades 3-8, and Georgia Milestones End-of-
CourseAssessment for grades 9-12. Benchmark testing is used to
guide instruction in core courses.

TEXTBOOK AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL

Textbodks or other recourses will be made available to studentsin
class, online, or to take home each night. School textbooks are the
property of the stte of Georgia ard studerts areresporsible for
protecting issued textbooks from loss, theft, and damage Students
will be charged the replacement cost for textbooks that have been lost
or damaged.

VISITORS

All visitors must report to the office before condicting any business
they may have at the £hod, and may be asked for phao ID. Visitors
will be issied avisitor passor badge Students ae asked not to bring
visitors toschod at any time Parents arealways welcome and are
encouragal to make appantments with the saetary to see a tader,
an administrabr, or visit classes. All conferences will be sheduled
during the teacher @lanning period, before or after <hod.
Conferences shoud be arranged & least one day in advance
Individuals who enter hoadls without permission are subject to
criminal trespasslaws.

VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers aregrealy appredated Howeve, due toGeorgia Law, al
volunteers supervising studerts other than their own child, must
complete mandated reporter training, and submit to acriminal
backgourd ched (at their experse) prior to ading as volunteers.
Chedk with the <hodl office to see if this law applies to you.
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WITHDRAWALS

Any student withdrawing from school for any reason is to report to
the office for the proper forms. Only the person who enrolled the
student may withdraw the stidert, and must accompany the stidert.
All bodks must be returned and fines paid to clear the records. To
facilitate this process, the Guidane Office soud be natified afew
days before the withdrawal date if possible. The parent or guardian
must provide the reason for withdrawal, and in the caseof transfer,
the name of the schod the stdert will be attending. The parent or
guardian must provide the new home addressand the last date the
student will attend the shool.

MURRAY COUNTY SCHOOLS CODE OF STUDENT
CONDUCT AND DISCIPL INE PROCEDURES

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The purposeof the schools within the Murray County Schod district
is to provide the bestleaning opportunity possible. Our stardards of
student behavior during school hours, on schod property, and at
schod related functions are designed to creae the expedations that
students will behave themselvesin such away as tofadlitate a
learning environment for themsel ves and other students. We exped
studentsto:

1. Resped ead other

2. Resped schod district employees

3. Obey student behavior policies adopted by the Board of
Educaion

4. Obey rulesestablished by individual schools

Good order and discipline may be described as the absence of
distractions and disturbances, which interfere with the optimum
functioning of the sudent, the classroom, the shool, schod related
functions, and the safe operation of schod buses. It is alsothe
presence of afriendly, yet businesslike, rappart in which students and
schod personnel work cooperatively toward mutually accepted goals.
We ask your cooperation in sharing this responsibility for
mantaining a proper learning environment.

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR SUPPORT
A SCHOOL LEVEL INTE RVENTION PROCESS

The Murray Courty Board of Educaion supports aframework of
tiered interventions for students experiencing behavioral challenges.
All schods within this schoadl district are operationa in the Positive
Behavioral Support and Intervention Framework and Strateges.
Students displaying behaviors designatedin the code of conduct will
be provided tiered interventions with acerdance with the Murray
County Schods Pyramid of Behavior Interventions. Each school has
apyramid of interventions that is based on the s/stem framework. Al
students areprovided Tier 1interventions. Students that experience
behavioral challenges following implementation of Tier 1
interventions with fidelity are provided Tier 2interventions. If Tier 1
and Tier 2 interventions and consequences are not successful in
deaessing student  @lisruptive behavior and preserving instructiond
time, Tier 3interventions are then implemented.

The Code of Conduct provides asystematic processof behaviora
corredion in which inappropriate behaviors arefollowed by
interventions and consequences while appropriate behaviors are
reagnized and reinforced. Disciplinary adions are designed to teach
students sif-discipline and to help them replace inappropriate
behaviors with thosethat are consisent with the shoal and system
behavioral expedations.

A CODE OF CONDUCT MATRIX AND
PROGRESSIVE DISCIPLINE

The Murray Courty School System code of CondLct is designed to
provide administraiors and teachers aguideline for implementing
interventions and consequences when student behavior does not align
with the <hool system@ behavioral expedations. The interventions
and consequences are progressively more intenseif student
misbehavior continues. The code of condLct is built on a progressive
discipline philosophy and is designed to creae the expedation that
the degree of consequences imposed by eat schod will be in
proportion to the eveity of the behavior of the stuident, the previous
discipline history of the stident, and other relevant fadors while also
ensuring that ead student recaves the due processmandated by law.

A STATEMENT OF AUTHORITY OF SCHOOL
LEADERSHIP

The principal is the designated|eader of the school, and along with
the stff, is charged by the superintendent with the safe and orderly
operation of the <hool. In caseof disciplinary violations not
covered by code of conduct, the principal may impose corrective
measur es, which he or she believes to be inthe best interest of the
student involved and the <hool.

The Gode of Conduct is aguideline for schod leaders tousewhen
providing interventions and consequences for student misbehavior.
Based on the circumstances of a disciplinary violation, principals
have the authority and discretion to imposeinterventions ard
consequences more intensive than indicated for ead behavior in the
Code of Conduct.
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DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES

The following code of condct (ficode Yand discipline procedures
have been prepared in acmrdance with Federal and StateLaw,
Georgia Department of Educaion Rulesand the Murray Courty
Board of Educaion Pdicy procedures for Murray Courty Schods. It
contains information for schod personnel, students, and parerts on
the progressive discipline guidelines. Included are an outline of
student offenses and the various possible dispositions rekting to
theseoffenses. Disciplinary adion resulting in more than ten (10)
days out of schod suspension will include appropriate heaings and
reviews, and in all cases, the rights of individuals will be ensured and
protected. Disciplinary adions will be administered as fairly and
consisently as individual circumstances allow. THE SEVERITY
OF THE VIOLATION OF A CODE OF CONDUCT MAY
NECESSITATE MORE PUNISHMENT THAN IS

OUTLINED IN THE STUDENT HANDBOOK AN D IS AT
THE DISCRETION OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION.
BEHAVIORS MAY OCCUR THAT SIGNIFICANTLY

DEVIATE FROM THE STANDARD OF CONDUCT
ACCEPTABLE AND EXPECTED OF MURRAY COUNTY
STUDENTS. IF SUCH BEHAVIORS OCCUR, THE SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATION IS AUTHORIZED TO ASSIGN
APPROPRIATE PUNISHMENT EVEN THOUGH THE
VIOLATION IS NOT SPECIFICALLY LISTED IN THIS

CODE OF CONDUCT. It shoud be notedthat there would be
instances when students who violate he gudert code of conduct
receve different punishments. THE CODES AND

ASSOCIATED PUNISHMENTS ARE INTENDED AS
GUIDELINES ONLY, AND EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT
OTHERWISE REQUIRED BY LAW OR RULE, IT IS

WITHIN THE DISCRETION OF ADMINISTRATION AND

OR TRIBUNAL TO DEVIATE (i.e . GREATER OR LESSER
PUNISHMENT) ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS, AS
PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES MAY WARRANT. Parent
contact will be

made inall cases where adisciplinary violation results in punishment
being administered by a £hod administrabor. Parent contact may
include, but is not limited to, the following:

Telephore cdls, telephone messages, written natifications snt home
with student, writtennotification through the mail, or face toface-
parent conference Public schools are required to administer
progressive discipline; therefore in determining appropriate
punishment a studert @ast disciplinary reacrd must be considered
Additionally, school administrabrswill consider the sveity of the
violation and the impaa of the behavior on the learning environmert
of the <hool.

The Student Discipline Code of Conduct provides a ystematic
processof behavioral corredion in which ingppropriate behaviors are
followed by conseguences. Disciplinary adions are designed to teach
students sif-discipline and to help them substitute inappropriate
behaviors with thosethat are consisent with the charader traits from
Georgiad shar&@ter Educaion Program

The following disciplinary adions may be imposed for any violation
of this sudent discipline code of conduct:

Warning and/or Counseling with a shod administraior or
courselor

Lossof privileges

Isolation

Temporary Remova from classor adivity

Notification of Parents

Parent Conferences

Detention/Saturday Schod

Placement in an Alternative Education Program

o
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Shat-term Suspension

Referra to a Tribural for Long Term suspension or
expulsion

Expulsion from Murray County Schods

Suspension or Expulsion from the School Bus

Referral to Law Enforcement or Juvenile Court

Officials: Georgia law requires hat certain ads of
misconduct be referred to the appropriate lawenforcement
officials. The <hool will refer any ad of miscondict to law
enforcement officials when school officials determine such
referral to be necessay or appropriate.

A Any and al other consequences or combination of
consequences detemrmined appropriate by schod
administration.

DoPo oo Do e

School officials may seach a student if there is leasonable suspicion
the stdent is in possession of an itemthat is illegd or aganst shool
rules. Student  &ehicles brought on campus; stident bags (including
bodk bags and purses), electronic devices, schod lockers, desks, and
other schoal property are subject to inspedion and seach by schod
authoritiesat any time withou further notice tostudents or parents.
Students arerequired to cooperate if asked to open bags, lockers, or
any vehicle brought on campus, or to allow inspedion of electronic
devices. Metal detectors, audio ard video surveillance devices, and
drug or wegpon sniffing dogs may be utilized at school or at any
schod function, including adivities which occur outside normal
schod hours or off the £hod campus at the discretion of
administrabors.

ELEMENTARY DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES (K-5)

Elementary discipline applies to grades K-5, and involves teaching
students that there are consequences for inappropriate adions. As
offenses become more svere the possible consequences increase.
Offenses are therefore defined as Class | Offenses, Class || Offenses
and Class Il Offenses. Repeded violations may result in punishmert
at ahigher level of the Discipline Code. Many disciplinary adions
will be at the classroom level. The following consequences will apply
when an office referral is made.

For purposes of this Code, Middle School shall include 6-8 grades
and High School shall include 9-12 grades.

ACLASS| OFFENSES
Any and/or all of the following: Possible parental contact when
appropriate, lossof privileges, time out, warning, the devdopment of
adisciplinary plan, writing rulesand/or other possible consequences
based on the stuation.

ACLASSII OFFENSES
Any and/or al of the following: Parental contact, possible out-of-
schod suspension from 1 to 10 school days, possible corporal
punishment, In schoal suspension, lossof privileges and possible
referral to the shoaol counselor ard/or school social worker.

ACLASSIII OFFENSES
Any and/ar @l of the following: Parental contact, out of school
suspension from 1 to 10 school days, possible police adion, possible
restitution, possible in school sugpension, passible tribunal heaing.

(01) Alcohol
Offense Levels:
Alcohd Levd 1- Unintentional possession
Alcohd Levd 2- Under influence withou possession
Alcohd Levd 3- Sale, purchase, transportation, possession,
consumption of alcohol

Consequences @l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
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Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Tribural Heaing.

Elementary Schod

Class Il Offense

(02) Arson
Offense Levels:
Arson Levd 1- NA
Arson Levd 2- Arson without property damage
Arson Levd 3- Arson with property damage
Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Each offense; 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Tribural Heaing.
Elementary Schod
Class Il Offense

(03) Battery
Offense Levels:
Battery Level 1- Battery with no injuries
Battery L evel 2- Battery with mild or moderate injuries
Battery L evel 3- Battery with severe injuries; three or more
offenses in same <hod yea
Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Levd 1 - First offense: 3 days 1.S.S., Parent Contact
Secand offense; 5 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Levd 2 - First offense: 5 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Seond offense: 5 days Suspension, Behavior
Cortact
Levd 3 - 10 days suspension, Parent Contact, Tribunal
Heaing
Elementary Schod
Levd 1 - Class | Offense
Levd 2 - Class Il Offense
Levd 3 - Class Il Offense
Battery is anuninvited touching and includes, but is nat limited to,
hitting, pushing/shoving, ard kicking. Any ad Battery may also
involve palice adion.
*Note: Acts of physical violence dir eded toward a teacher,
schod busdriver, or other school system employee (ncluding
substitutes) (GA. Code 20-2-751.6)
High School, Middle School and Elementary School
Physicd violence isdefined as, intentionally making physicd contact
of an insulting or provoking nature with the person of another; or
intentionally making physical contact with another which causes
physicd harm to ancther. A student acaised of an ad of physical
violence oward a £hod bus driver or school district employee sl
be given a heaing before a Digiplinary Heaing Officer, and shall be
suspended until the heaing. A student found by the Diciplinary
Heaing Officer to have intentiondly made physical contact of an
insulting or provoking nature on the person of a shool busdriver or
other schoal district employee may be disciplined by expulsion, long-
termsuspension or short-termsuspension. A studert found by the
Disciplinary Heaing Officer to have intentionally made physica
contact, which causes harmto a £hod bus driver, or other school
district employee dhall be expelled from the Murray Courty Schods
for the remainder of the stident @l igibility to attend public school.
The Murray Courty Board of Educéion will review al instances
where stidents have been expelled for ads of physicd violence
aganst a shod busdriver or other schod district employee which
causephysicd harm and may modify the expulsion as follows: The
student may be assigned to an dternative <hod. The stident may be
allowed to return to school on adae st by the Board of Education.
Students in grades kindergartenthrough five may be allowed to
reenroll in school. A referral will be made to Juvenile Court allegng
delinquent behavior.
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(04) Breaking and Entering/Burglary
Offense Levels:
B&E/Burglary Level 1- NA
B&E/Burglary Level 2- NA
B&E/Burglary Level 3- Any incident involving breakng
and entering/burglary
Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Triburel Heaing.
Elementary Schod
Class Il Offense

(05) Computer T respass
OffenselLevels:
Computer TrespassL evel 1- NA
Computer TrespassL evel 2- Computer misuse
Computer TrespassL evel 3- Unlawful useof computer or
altering records
Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Levd 1- N/A
Levd 2- Firstoffense: 1 day |.S.S., Parent Contact
Seond offense: 2 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Third offense: 3 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Fourth offense: 1day Suspension, Parent Contact,
Fifth offense: 3 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
Behavior Contact
Sixth offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
possible Tribuna Heaing
Levd 3 - First offense: 3 days ISS Parent Contact
Secand offense: 5 days ISS Parent Contact
Third offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact ard
Behavior Contract
Fourth offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
Tribural Heaing
*Note: Certain instances may necessitate Police Action and more
sever e punishment than noted in the handbook as deter mined by
schod administration. Restitution may be requir ed.

Elementary Schod

Levd 1- N/A

Levd 2 - Class | Offense
Levd 3 - Class lll Offense

(06) Disorderly Conduct
Offense Levels:
Disorderly Conduct Levd 1- Minor disturbance
Disorderly Conduct Levd 2- Moderate disturbance three
or more minor disturbances insame <hod yea
Disorderly Condict Levd 3- Sevae disruption; three or
more moderate disturbances in @ame shod yea
Consequences @l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle Schoal
Levd 1 - First offense: 1 day |.S.S., Parent Contact
Seond offense: 3 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Third offense: 5 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Fourth offense: 3 days Suspension, Parent Contact
Fifth Offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Behavior
Contract
Sixth Offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
possible Tribunal Heaing
Levd 2 - First offense: 2 days 1.S.S., Parent Contact
Seaond offense: 3 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
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Third offense: 5 days I.S.S., Parent Contact, Behavior

Contract

Fourth offense: 3 days Suspension, Parent Contact,

Behavior Contract

Fifth offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact, possible

Tribural Heaing

Levd 3- Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact,

Triburel Heaing and Police Action

Elementary Schod

Levd 1- Class | Offense

Levd 2- Class Il Offense

Levd 3- Class IIl Offense
Disorderly Conduct is an unauthorized disturbance and includes,
but is not limited to, endangering the well-being of self and/or
others through jokes, pranks, tricks, games, or action of poor
judgment.

(07) Drugs

Offense Levels:

Drugs Levd 1 - Unintentiona possession

Drugs Levd 2 -Failure toreport medication to school

authorities.

Drugs Levd 3 - Possession (or attempt to obtain) or

distribution (or attempt) of unlawful drugs.
Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):

High School and Middle School

Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice

Action, Tribural Heaing

Elementary Schod

Class Il Offense
Drug Offenses, shall asoinclude, but not be limited to, possession
(or attempt to obtain), useor distribution (or attempt) of counterfeits,
inhalants, or drug paraphernalia.

For High School and Middle Schoadl students, any violation of code
07 will result in being assigned to the alternative school for two full
semesters, or the equivalent, in accordance with the following
guidelines:
A\f the violation occurs with more than 8 weeks remaining in
the current semester, or the equivalent for midde schod,
then the sudent will be assigned to the alternative shod for
the remainder of the current semester plus the next full
semester.
A\f the violation occurs with less than 8 weels remaning in
the smester, or the equivalent for middle schod, then student
will be assigned to the alternative shool for the remainder of
the current semester plus the next two full semesters.

(08) Fighting
Offense Levels:
Fighting Levd 1 - Fighting with no injuries
Fighting Levd 2 - Fighting with minor or moderate injuries
Fighting Levd 3 - Fighting with sevae injuries; three or
more fightsin same <hod yea
Consequences @l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Levd 1 and 2 - First offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent
Contact
Seaond offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
Behavior Contract
Third offense: Placement at the Alternative School
All offenses include possible police adion.
Any further incident may result in expulsion.
Levd 3 - 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Tribural Heaing
Elementary Schod
Levels 1 and 2- Class 1l Offense

Level 3- Class Il Offense

(09) Homicide

Offense Levels:

Homicide Level 1- NA

Homicide Level 2- NA

Homicide L evel 3- Any incident involving homicide

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):

High School and Middle Schod

Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Triburel Heaing.

Elementary Schod

Class Il Offense

(10) Kidnapping

Offense Levels:

Kidnapping Level 1- NA

Kidnapping Level 2-NA

Kidnapping Level 3- Any incident involving kidnapping

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):

High School and Middle Schod

Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Tribural Heaing

Elementary Schod

Class Il Offense

(10) Kidnapping

Offense Levels:

Kidnapping Levd 1- NA

Kidnapping Levd 2 - NA

Kidnapping Levd 31 Any incident involving kidnapping
Consequences (alland /or any of the following):

High School and Middle School

Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Tribural Heaing

Elementary Schod

Class Il offense

(12) Larceny/Theft

Offense Levels:

Larceny/Theft Level 1- Unlawful taking of property with a
value between $0.01 and $100

Larceny/Theft Level 2- Unlawful taking of property with a
value between $100 and S250

Larceny/Theft Level 3- Unlawful taking of property with a
value excealing $250; three or more offenses inthe saame
schod yea

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):

High School and Middle School

Levd 1 - First offense: 3 days ISS Parent Contact;
Possible Pdice Action

Seaond offense: 5 days ISS Parent Contact: possible Pdice
Action

Levd 2 - 5to 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact; Possible
Pdice Action ard Behavior Contract

Levd 3 - 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Tribunal
heaing; Possible Palice Action

Elementary Schod

Class Il Offense

(12) Motor Vehicle Theft

Offense Levels:

Motor Vehicle Theft Level 17 N/A

Motor Vehicle Theft Level 27 N/A

Motor Vehicle Theft Level 3- Any incident involving:
Motor V ehicle Theft

Conseguences (@l and/or any of the following):
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High School and Middle Schoal

Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Tribural Heaing

Elementary Schod

Class Il Offense

(13) Robbery

Offense Levels:

Robbery Levd 1- NA

Robbery L evd 2- Robbery withou aweapon
Robbery L evd 3- Robbery with a weapon

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):

High School and Middle Schoal

Each offense; 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Tribural Heaing

Elementary Schod

Class Il Offense

(14) Sexual Battery

Offense Levels:

Sexual Battery Level 1- NA

Sexual Battery Level 2- NA

Sexual Battery Level 3- Any incident involving
nonconsensua sexual penetration or intentional touching
private parts.

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):

High School and Middle School

The consequences for ead offensewill be determined by
schod administration. For ead violation: 10 days
suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice Action, tribunal heaing,
behavior contract, and notification to the School Social
Worker.

Elementary Schod

Class Ill violation

(15) Sexual Harassment

Offense Levels:

Sexual Harassment Levd 1 - Unwel come comments not
directed towards individuals

Sexua Harassment Levd 2 - Unwel come comments
directedtowards individuals

Sexual Harassment Levd 3 - Violation of sexual
harassment palicy; three or more offenses inthe sme
schod yea

Consequences @l and /or any of the following):

High School and Middle Schoal

Levds 1and 2 - First offense: 2 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Semnd offense: 5 days I.S.S., Parent Contact

Levd 3 - 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, possible
Pdice Action, possible Tribural Heaing, and notification
to the Schod Scacial Worker

Elementary Schod

Class Il Offense

*Note: Sexua harassment and sexual violence may
constitute exua abuseas defined by state and federal
statutes. In such cases te appropriate authoritieswill be
natified. In al cases, the administration will follow Murray
County Board of Education Pdicy concerning sexual
harassment and sexua violence code applies toal school
related functionsincluding, but not limited to,
extracurricular ectivities, field trips, persons atterding
schod related functions and violations within the shool
day. Conversely, complaints proven to be falseand of a
madicious nature will be considered serious infradions of
the stident code of conduct and may result in up to 10 days

suspension, possible Police Action, possible Tribunal
Heaing, natification to the School Sccial Worker.

(16) Sex Offenses

OffenseLevels:

Sex Offenses Levd 1- Inappropriate sxually-based
physicd contact

Sex Offenses Levd 2- Inappropriate sxually-based
behavior Sex Offenses Level 3- Consensual sexua
adivitieson school property or school related adivities;
three or more offenses inthe same <hod yea

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):

High School and Middle School

Levds 1and 2- First offense: 2 days 1.S.S., Parent Contact
Seoond offense: 5 days I.S.S., Parent Contact

Levd 3- 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, possible
Pdice Action, possible Tribunal Heaing, and notification
to the Schoal Sccial Worker

Elementary Schod

Class Il Offense

*Note: This offensemay include, but is not limited to, ads
of a ®xua nature, public indecency, and exposure of body
parts. The te&king or possession of any lewd or sexua
photograph or video may be deemed a violation of this
Code =dion 16.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A Sedion 20-2-735 (e), parents and
guardians are encouraged to inform their children of
the consequences, including potential criminal penalties,
of underage sxual conduct and crimes for which a
minor can be tried as an adult.

(17) Threat/I ntimidation

Code Levels

Thred/Intimidation Levd 1- NA
Threa/Intimidation Levd 2--Individual threa or
intimidation

Threa/Intimidation Levd 3- School-wide threa or
intimidation

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):

High School and Middle School

Levd 1-N/A

Levd 2 -

First offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact, possible
PdiceAction

Seaond offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
possible Tribunal Heaing, possible Pdice Action
Levd 3 - 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, possible
Tribural Heaing, possible Pdice Action

Elementary Schod

Class Ill violation

(18) Tobacco

Offense Levels:
Tobac® Levd 1 - Unintentional passession of tobac®m

products
Tobaco Levd 2 - Intentional useor possession of tobac®
products

Tobaco Levd 3 - Distribution or sale of tobac® products;
Three or more offenses inthe same <hool yea

*Note: ' tobacm productséinclude any product containing
tobac® and/or any replica, including vape/e-cigarettes or
similar products.

Consequences @l and/or any of the following):

High School and Middle School
Levds land 2 -
First offense: 2 days 1.S.S., Paent Contact
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Sewnd offense: 3 days I.S.S., Parent Contact

Levd 3 - Distribution or sale: 10 days Suspension, Parent
Contact, Pdice Action, Tribunal Heaing. Three or more
possession or useoffenses: third offense, 1day Suspension,
Parent Contact; fourth (or more) Offense, 3 days
Suspension, Parent Contact, Behavior Contract
Elementary Schoad

Levdsland 2 - Class | Offense

Levd 3 - Distribution or sale: Class Il Offensg;

Three or more possession useor offenses: Class |l Offense

(19) Trespassing
Offense Levels:
Trespassing Level 11 N/A
Trespassing L evel 2 - Unauthorized presence on school
property
Trespassing L evel 3 - Refusing to leave shod property; or
more offenses inthe same <hod yea
Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Levd 1- N/A
Levd 2 - First offense: 1 day |.S.S., Parent Contact;
Seoond offense: 3 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Levd 3 - 4 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Behavior
Contract
Elementary Schod
Levds 1or 2- Class | Offense
Levd 3- Class Il or Il Offensedepending of circumstances

(20) Vandalism

Offense Levels:

Vandalism Level 1 - NA

Vandalism Level 2 - Minor damag or defacement of

property

Vandalism Level 3 - Malicious destruction or damage to

property; three or more offensesin the ssme <hod yea
Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):

High School and Middle School

Levd 1-N/A

Levd 2 - First offense: 5 days 1.S.S., Parent Contact

Seand offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact

Levd 3 - 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, possible

Triburel Heaing

Elementary Schod

Class Ill violation
* Note: If the principal detemines tat an aleged intentional damage
could justify expulsion or long-term Suspension, a Tribunal Heaing
may be held in relation to the intentional damage Certain instances
may necessitatePolice Action as determined by schod
administration. Restitution will be expededfrom a stident who
causes intentional damage tothe personal property of a teacher,
schod employee or student.

WEAPONS

EFEDERAL VIOLATION

WARNING: POSSESSON OF A GUN IN A SCHOOL ZONE
ISA VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LA W. A VIOLATION
COULD RESULT IN A $5000.00 FINE AND/OR FIVE (5)
YEARSIN FEDERAL PRISON. (FEDERAL GUN-FREE
SCHOOL ZONE ACT OF 1990).

STATE VIOLATION

GEORGIA LAW DEFINESA WEAPON AS FOLLOWS; ANY
PISTOL, REVOLVER, OR ANY WEAPON DESIGNED TO
PROPEL A MISSILE OF ANY KIND, OR ANY DIRK, BOWIE
KNIFE, SWIT CHBLADE KNIFE, BALL ISTIC KNIFE, ANY
OTHER KNIFE HAVING A BLADE OF TWO OR MORE
INCHES, STRAIGHT-EDGES, RAZOR, RAZOR BLADE,

SPRING STICK, METAL KNUCKS, BLACKJACK, ANY BAT,
CLUB, OR OTHER BLUDGEON-TYPE WEAPON, OR ANY
FLAIL ING INSTRUMENT CONSISTING OF TWO OR MORE
RIGID PARTS CONNECTED IN SUCH A MANNER ASTO
ALL OW THEM TO SWING FREELY, WHICH MAY BE
KNOWN AS A NUN CHUCKS, NUN CHUCK, NUNCHAKU,
SHURIKEN OR FIGHTING CHAIN, OR ANY DISC, OF
WHATEVER CONFIGURATION, HAVING AT LEAST TWO
POINTS OR POINTED BLADESWHICH IS DESIGNED TO
BE THROWN OR PROPELL ED AND WHICH MAY BE
KNOWN AS A THROWING STAR OR ORIENTAL DART, OR
ANY WEAPON OF LI KE KIND, AND ANY STUN GUN OR
TASER. NOTE: POSSESSON OF ANY KNIFE WITH
CUTTING EDGE 2INCHES OR LONGER IS CONSIDERED
A STATE VIOLATION OF THE WEAPON CODE.

SCHOOL VIOLATION

STUDENTS MAY NOT POSSESS KNIVES (REGARDLESS OF
BLADE LENGTH). STUDENTS MAY NOT POSSESS
CHAINS. ANY ITEM USEDASIN A MANNER TO INFLICT
SERIOUSBODILY DAMAGE WILL BE CONSIDERED A
WEAPON, INCLUDING, WITHOUT LI MIT ATION,
STRAIGHT-EDGE RAZOR, RAZOR BLADE, SPRING
STICK, KNUCKLES, WHETHER MADE FROM METAL,
THERMOPLASTIC, WOOD, OR OTHER SIMIL AR
MATERIAL, BLACKJACK, ANY BAT, CLUB, OR OTHER
BLUDGEON-TYPE WEAPON, OR ANY FLAIL ING
INSTRUMENT CONSISTING OF TWO OR MORE RIGID
PARTS CONNECTED IN SUCH A MANNER ASTO ALL OW
THEM TO SWING FREELY, WHICH MAY BE KNOWN AS A
NUN CHAHKA, NUN CHUCK, NUNCHAKU, SHURIKEN, OR
FIGHTING CHAIN, OR ANY DISC, OF WHATEVER
CONFIGURATION, HAVING AT LEAST TWO POINTS OR
POINTED BLADESWHICH ISDESIGNED TO BE THROWN
OR PROPELLED AND WHICH MAY BE KNOWN AS A
THROWING STAR OR ORIENTAL DART, OR ANY
WEAPON OF LI KE KIND, ANY STUN GUN OR TASER,
AND MACE, TEAR GAS, PEPPER SPRAY OR ANY OTHER
CHEMICAL GUN OR IMPLEMENT.

(22) Wegpons K nife
Offense Levels:
Wegporsknife Level 1- Unintentional passession of a
knife with no intent to harm or intimidate
Weegporsknife Level 2 - -Intentional possession of aknife
with no intent to harm or intimidate
Weegporsknife Level 3- Intentiond possession or useof a
knife with intent to harm or intimidate

Consequences @l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Levd 1-5days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Levd 2 - 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Behavior
Contract
Levd 3 (or 2 or more Levd 1 or 2 incidents): 10 days
Suspension, Parent Contact, Tribural Heaing
*Elementary School
Class Il or Class Il violation depending on circumstances

*Note: The above described punishments are applicable
only wherethe blade islessthan two inches. When
blade is o inches or more, State Law M andates Police
Contac (Official Code of Geargia Sedion 16-11- 127.1),
and when the blade is three or more inches, School
Board Policy providesfor expulsion for a period of not
less than oneyear. (Policy JCDAE). In any Weapond s
case(whether gun, knife or other objed), unless
otherwise mandated by law or policy, the
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administration hasthe discretion to administer more or
less punishment depending upon cir cumstances.

(23) Wegoons/Other (fiother weapono defined under i SHOOL
VIOLAT ION above) 0
Offense Level:
Wegors/Other Levd 1 - N/A
Weagonrs/Other Levd 2 - Unintentional possession of a
weapon (nat including knife or fiream)
Weagors/Oher Levd 3 - Intentional possession or useof a
weapon (not including knife
Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Levd 1-5days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Levd 2 - 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Behavior
Contract
Levd 3 (or 2 or more Levd 1 or 2 incidents): 10 days
Suspension, Parent Contact, Tribural Heaing
Elementary Schod
Sulject to law and pdlicy described above, Class Il or
Class 3violation depending on circumstances

Note: It shall be aviolation of this Code to possessa
replica of any prohibited wegpon.

State Law M andates Police Contact (Official Code of Georgia
Sedion 16-11-127.1), when any non-fir ear m none-knife weapon is
possessed, and Schod Board Policy mandates expulsion for a
period of not less than oneyea (Policy JCDAE). In any
Weapond sasefwhether gun, knife or other objed), unless
mandated by law or policy, the administration hasthe discretion
to administer more or less punishment depending upon

cir cumstances.

(24) Other Discipline Incident
Offense Levels:
Other Discipline Incident Levd 1- Other minor incidents
resulting in disciplinary adion
Other Discipline Incident Levd 2- Three or more offenses
in the ame <hod yea
Other Discipline Incident Levd 3- NA

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Levd 1 - First offense: 1 day |.S.S., Parent Contact
Sewnd offense: 2 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Levd 2 - Third offense: 3 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Fourth offense: 1day Suspension, Parent Contact
Fifth offense: 3 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Behavior
Contract Sixth offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
possible Tribunal Heaing
Levd 3- N/A
Elementary Schodi:
Class lor 1l, at discretion of the administrator depending
upon the circumstances

(25) WegponsMHandgun
Offense Levels:
Wegpors/Handgun Levd 1 - NA
Wegpors/Handgun Levd 2 - NA
Wegpors/Handgun Levd 3 - Any incidert involving a
handgun

Conseguences:
High School, Middle School and Elementary School
Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Tribural Heaing. A 12-month Suspension is
mandatedfor a suident possession of afirearmin a <hod
zone.

26) Weapons/Rifle/Shotgun

Offense Levels: Wegors/Rifle/Shagun Levd 1 - N/A
Wegors/Rifle/Shagun Levd 2 - N/A
Wegors/Rifle/Shagun Levd 3 - Any incident involving a
rifle/shatgun

Consequences:
High School, Middle School and Elementary School
Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Triburel Heaing. A 12-month Suspension is
mandatedfor a sudent possession of afirearmin a shod
zone.

(27) Serious Bodily Injury
OffenseLevels:
Serious Bodily Injury Level 17 N/A
Serious Bodily Injury Level 27 N/A
Serious Bodily Injury Level 3 - Any incident involving
serious bodily injury

Consequences:
High School and Middle School
Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Triburel Heaing.
Elementary Schod
Class Ill violation

(28) Weapons/Other Firearms
Offense Levels:
Weagors/Other Firearms L evel 1- NA
Weagors/Other Firearms L evel 2- NA
Wegpors/Oter Firearms L evel 3- Any incident involving
other firearms

Consequences:
High School, Middle School and Elementary School
Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Pdice
Action, Possible Tribural Heaing. A 12-month Suspension
is mandatedfor a stident possession of afirearmin a
schod zore.

(29 Bullying
A pattern of behavior, which may include written, verbal,
physicd ads which occur on school property, vehicles, bus
stops, at school related functions or adivities, or by useof
data or software that is accessed through a compuiter,
system network or other electronic techndogy of a locd
schod system. Bullying may also include ads of
Cyberbullying originating other than on schoadl equipment
if such is directed spedfically at studerts or staff, is
mdiciously intended to threaenthe sfety of those
spedfied or substantially disrupt the order of the <hool
and creates a easonable fear of harm to the dudents or
staff or has ahigh likelihood of succealing for that
purpose.

*Any student in grades 6through 12 who has
committed the offenseof bullying for thethird time ina
schod year, shall be assigned to an alter native schodl.
Offense Levels:
Bullying Levd 1 - Firstincident of bullying
Bullying Levd 2 - Second incident of bullying
Bullying Levd 3 - Three or more incidents of bullying in
the same schod yea.

Consequences:
Grades 6-12:
Bullying violations hall result in any of the following
consequences or combination of consequences:
AParent Contact
AAnti-Bullying Contract
ACoursdling
Aln School Suspension
AOut of School Suspension

@ anmitted to student success..no excepions, No excusesA 21



ATriburel Heaing
APssible Pdice Action

Third Offense: (for the third bullying offensein a <hod
yea) i that student shall be assigned to Pleasant Valley
Innovative Schod unless expulsion is deamed appropriate
O.C.G.A. Sedion 20-2-751.4.

The first time itis determined by the shool administration that a
student has been involved in bullying behavior the stident determined
to beinvolved in inappropriateadivity shall signan' Anti-Bullying
Contract@ In addition to any appropriatediscipline imposed, the
student shall recave counseling from the shod counselor that is
related to inappropriatenessof the observed behavior.

GradesK-5:

Bullying violations shall result in any of the following

consequences or combination of consequences:

AParent Contact

AAnti-Bullying Contract

AShat Term Suspension

AlLong Term Suspension

APossible Pdice Action

The first time itis determined by the <hool administration that a
student has been involved in bullying behavior the sudent determined
to beinvolved in inappropriateadivity shall signan* Anti-Bullying
Contract@ In addition to any appropriatediscipline impased, the
student shall recave courseling from the <hod counselor related to
the inappropriatenessof the observed behavior.

(30) Other- Att endance Related
Offense Levels:
Attendance Related Levd 1 - Any incident involving
attendance
Attendance Related Levd 2 - NA
Attendance Related Levd 3 - NA

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
First offense: 1 day |.S.S., Parent Contact
Seoond offense: 2 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Third offense: 3 days 1.S.S., Parent Contact
Fourth offense: 1 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
Behavior Contract
Fifth offense: 3 days Suspension, Parent Contact, possible
Triburdl Heaing
Note: leaving campus during schod day withou
permission of staff; 3 days I.S.Sfor first offense; 5 days
I.S.S. for second offense; and 5 days OS.S. and possible
tribunal for ead offensethereafter.
Elementary Schod
Class Il violation

(312) Other - Dress Code Violation
Offense Levels:
DressCode Violation Levd 1 - Non-invasive or non-
suggestive clothing DressCode Violation Levd 2 -
Invasive or suggestive clothing
DressCode Violation Levd 3 - Three or more offenses in
the ssme schod yea

DressCode Violation will include failure tocomply with
the DressRegulations st out in the Student Handbook.

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Levds 1and 2 - First offense: warning, request to change,
and/or 1 day |.S.S., Parert Contact
Semnd offense: requestto change and/or 2 days I.S.S.,
Parent Contact Levd 3 - Third offense: 3 days I.S.S., Parent
Contact
Fourth offense: 3 days Suspension, Parent Contact

Fifth offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Behavior
Contract, possible Triburel Heaing

Elementary Schod

Class l or 1l Violation, depending on severity and frequency

(32) Academic Dishonesty
Offense Levels:
Academic Dishoresty L evel 1- Unauthorized assistance on
classroom assignments or projects
Academic Dishoresty L evel 2- Plagarism or cheding on
classroom assignments or projects
Academic Dishoresty L evel 3- Plagarism or cheding on
mgor exams or statewide assessments; three or more
offenses inthe ssme shod year

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):
High School, Middle School and Elementary School
Each teacher establishes classroom penalty for cheding in
the teacher dubesor syllabus.

(33) Other- Student I ncivility
Offense Levels:
Student Incivility Level 1 - Genera disresped or failure to
follow instructions
Student Incivility Level 2 - Blatant In subordination;
profanity directedtoward schod staff
Student Incivility Level 3 - Issuing false reports on school
staff; or three or more Incivility offensesin the same shod
yea

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Levd 1 - First offense: 1 day I.S.S., Parent Contact
Seomnd offense: 2 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Third offense: 3 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Fourth offense: 1day Suspension, Parent Contact
Fifth offense: 3 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Behavior
Contract
Sixth offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact, passible
Tribural Heaing
Levd 2 - First offense: 3 days 1.S.S., Parent Contact
Semnd offense: 5 days I.S.S., Parent Contact
Third offense: 3 days Suspension, Parent Contact
Fourth offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
Behavior Contract
Fifth offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, possible
Tribural Heaing
Levd 3 - Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent
Contact, Tribunal Heaing and possible Police Action
Elementary Schod
Levd 1 - Class | violation
Levd 2 - Class Il violation
Levd 3 - Class Il violation

Note, Incivility will include (put not limited to): Refusal
to attend in Schod Suspension

High School and Middle School
First offense: 3 days Suspension, Parent Contact Second
offense: 5 days Suspension, Parert Contact Third offense:
10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, possible Tribunal
Heaing
Elementary Schod
Class Il violation

Refusal to comply with I.S.S. rulesand procedures
High School and Middle School
Refusal to complete assigned tasks, insubordination, or any
mgor infradions for which the dudent would ordinarily be
assigned 1.S.S. or Suspended
First offense: 3 days Suspension, Parent Contact
Seaond offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact
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Third offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
possible Tribunal Heaing

*Note: The student will complete assigned days inl.S.S.
upon their return from Suspension.

Elementary Schod

Class Il violation

Refusal to attend In Schod detention, break detention, or
completeany puritive requiremerts assigned by the
teachers

High School and Middle School

Each offense: 1 day |.S.S., Parent Contact

Note: Students assigned punishment by the office under
this gpedfic code will be considered cleared of the teacher
assigned punishment for the offense.

Elementary Schod

Class Il violation

(34) Other - Possession of Unapproved Items

Offense Levels:

Passession of Unapproved Items Levd 1 - Possession of
unauthorized items

Possession of Unapproved Items Levd 2 - Use of
unauthorized items

Possession of Unapproved Items Levd 3 - Possession or
useof items construed to be dangerous or harmful; three or
more offenses inthe ame hod year

Consequences (@l and/or any of the following):

High School and Middle School

Levds land 2- First offense: 3 days I.S.S,,

Seoond offense: 3 days Suspension, Parent Contact

Levd 3 - Third offense: 5 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
Behavior Contract

Fourth offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact,
possible heaing and/or police adion.

*Note: Use of theseitems inamanrer that may endanger
otherswill require more srious punishment than stated
above

Elementary Schod

Class Il or Class Ill violation depending on circumstances
Note: Use of theseitens inamanner that may endanger
otherswill require more srious punishment than stated
above.

(35) Gang Related

For the purposes of this policy, a"gang' is defined as any
group or association of three or more persons, whether
formal or informal, which encourages, solicits, promotes,
urges, coursels, furthers, advocaes, condones, assists,
causes, advises, procures, or abets ay illegal or disruptive
adivity or behavior of any kind, whether on or off schod
campuses or school property.

Prohibited Activities, shall include, but not be limited to:

No student shall:

1. Display or wea gang tattoos, articles, paraphernalia, or
clothing.

2. Thregento commit, or commit, any crime of violence or
to burn or damage property with the purposeof terrorizing
another or of causing the evaaation of a building, place of
assembly, schod bus, or other school fadlity or otherwise
causing disruption to the orderly operation of any adivity
on any schod campus or school property, or in reckess
disregad of the riskof causing such terror or disruption.
3. Shoot at or throw an object at aschod bus or other
schod occupied by passengers.

4. Reauit or solicit membership in any gang or gang
related organization.

5. Hold himself or herself out as amember of a gang.

6. The appropriate £hool officials reseve the right to
punish any other gang-related behavor, which is
subversive togood order and disciplinein the schools, even
though such behavior is not spedfied in the precaling
writtenrules.

Offense Levels:

Gang Related Levd 171 N/A

Gang Related Levd 2 - Weaing or possession of gang
related apparel; conveying persond membership or
affiliation with agang

Gang Related L evd 3 - Gang-related solicitation, violence,
threds, defacement of property

Consequences @l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
Level 1 - N/A
Levels 2and 3 - First Offense: The penalty for a stidert
violating this policy for the first time dall range froma
mini mum penalty of out-of-school suspension for ten (10)
schod days toamaxmum penalty of permanent expulsion.
Semnd Offense; A seaond violation of this policy for
students shall result in atribunal heaiing and a
recommendation by the Principal for immediate permanent
expulsion from Murray Courty Pubic Schools.

Elementary
Class Il Violation

(36) Repeated Offenses

*Note: Any timea teacher or principal identifiesa student as a
chronic disciplinary problem stident, the principal shall notify by
telephone call and by either certified mail or statutory overnight
delivery with return recept requested or first-classmail the stdent's
parent or guardian of the disciplinary problem, invite sich parent or
guardian to observe the stident in a classroom stuation, and request
at leastone parent or guardian to attend a conference wih the
principal or theteacher or both to devise adisciplinary and
behavioral correction plan. OCGA Sedion 20-2-765

OffenseLevels:

Repeaed Offenses Level 1 - Colledion of minor incidents
Repeaed Offenses Level 2 - Colledion of moderate
incidents

Repeaed Offenses L evel 3 - Colledion of sevae incidents

Consequences @l and/or any of the following):
High School and Middle School
This gpplies when a stident has committed numerous
violations of the student code of conduct. The shoadl, in
attempting to remediate he behavior, has used progressive
discipline and the shoadl administration has detemrmined
that al appropriate discipline procedures avalable atthe
schod level have been exhausted. Further, the continued
misbehavior of the stident is making it difficult for
teachers toteadh and studentsto lean.
Each offense: 10 days Suspension, Parent Contact, Tribunal
Heaing and possible Pdice Action
Elementary Schod
Class Il or Class Il violation depending on the
circumstances

(40) Other Non-Disciplinary I ncident - Can only be used to repat
"physical restraint" with Action "95"
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VIDEO/AUDIO RECORDING: Any student who
intentionally records any violation of the Code sall be
deemel an acaomplice tothe violation and punished
acordingly.

MISBEHAVIOR OFF CAMPUS
High School, Middle School and Elementary School

Misbehavior on School Bus

Included in the next sedion of this handbook is a @py of the
Murray Courty Bus Discipline Pdicy. The Policy defines proper bus
conduct and punishment for misbehavior on school buses. Each
parent should read the Bus Diipline Pdicy. Each parent should
return the sgned bus palicy. The signed document must be on file for
your student to ride the bus. The Student Code of Conduct appliesto
students who ride the school bus. Serious incidences of student
misconduct on school buses may result in punishment under the
Student Code of Conduct aswell as the Murray Courty Bus
Discipline Pdicy. Even if your student does not normally ride the bus
the permission slip is necessay for field and class trips.

Misbehavior at any Murray County School activity

Students will be expededto behave in acordance with all rulesard
regulations <t forth in this Discipline Code while at any Murray
County Schod System sponsored adivity. This includes events
sporsored by the high school, middle schoals or elementary schods.
Purishments may be issied in acordance with this code.

Serious Misbehavior Off Campus

Any off-campus behavior of a suident which could result in the
student being criminally charged with a felony (or any delinquert act
which would be afelony if the stident were an adult) and which
makes the stidert &@amntinued presence at schod apotentia danger
to persons or property at the shool or which disrupts the educaiond
processis qubject to disciplinary adion. Each offense: 10 days
Suspension, Parent Contact, Possible Triburel Heaing and possible
Pdice Action

PARKING AND TRAFFIC VIOLAT IONS

Parking and Traffic Violations (ncluding failure to pay fe@
Fir st Offense: Office Waning
Seond Offense: Suspension of driving privilegesd
dedded by administration ard dependert upon seveity of

violation
Third Offense: Lossof driving privileges and possible
police adion

**Serious parking/traffic violations may result in
immediate police adion and/or the tbwing of the vehicle at
owner 0>gpense.

POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCESFOR DISCIPLIN ARY
INFRACTIONS REPORTED TO THE OFFICE

The following are possible consequences of violations of
the Student Code of Conduct and define the meaning of
certain terms as used in the code of conduct

Corporal Punishment

Corporal punishment is aviable and eff ective option of discipline and
is available. Corporal punishment may be used in acordance with
state law (O.C.G.A. 20-2-731) ard Board of Education Policy.
Corporal Punishment may be used in lieu of any punishment listed in
the Student Code of Conduct at the discretion of the <hool
administration but will not be thefirst line of punishment unlessthe

pupil was informed beforehand tha spedfic misbehavior could
occasion itsuse. Corporal punishment will not be administered to a
child whoseparents or legal guardian have provided the principal, of
the school, a statement from a medcal doctor licensed in Georgia
stating that corporal punishment is detrimental to the childé mental
or emotional stability.

In School Suspension (I.S.S.)

|.S.S. is aprogram developed by the Georgia Department of
Educdion as an alternative toout-of-schod suspension. The stdent
is isolated from the studert body and work is sent to the gudert and
completed under the supervision of the 1.S.S. teacher. The reqular
classroom teacher grades the work produced by the stident whilein
I.S.S. and appropriate credit is given. Regulations of the Georgia In
School Suspension Program permit students to be allowed to work on
the shool campuswhile inl.S.S. A maxmum of 20 days may be
served in I.S.S. during a <hool yea. Further infradions may result in
0.S.S. andlor adisciplinary heaing.

Out of School Suspension (0.S.S)

The purnishment of suspension out of schod is the sverest  form of
punishment administered at the <hool level. Students may make-up
work within five (5) days of returning to school from their first out of
schod suspension in a £hoad year. Make up work will only be
allowed on the first out of schod suspension. A student who has been
suspended from schod may not be on schod property at any time
during the suspension unless gecific permission to do sohas been
given by an administraor. Thisisa shod policy and is not at the
discretion of the individua teacher. Students who are suspended
canna count days that school is not in session due to weéaher
condtions or holidays as suspension days.

Fir st Out-Of-School Suspension (High School and
Middle Schools Only)

Students will be allowed to serve their first out-of- schod
suspension at the Pleasant VValley Academy. The program
will be conductedin the aftemoon after regular schod
hours. The stident or the sudenté family must provide
transportaton. The stident must complete hours sufficient
to qualify as a shod day for each day of suspension.
Parents should make arrangements for their child to
participate in this program when the parents arenotified of
the suspension.

Tribunal Hearing

The tam Tribural Heaing refers tothe Discipline Tribural
of the Murray Cournty School System and is usually used in
conjunction with a sugpension. This is aprocedure, which
is mandated by Georgia Law. A heaing officer or Triburel
who is gopointed by the Murray County Board of

Education conducts heaings. Students who have
exhausted the maximum number of days inl.S.S. ard other
serious infradions of the Codes of CondLct are brought
before the tribunal. By law, certain offenses mustbe
brought before te heaing officer or a Tribunal, even on
the first offense. Evidence aganstthe student is presented
by the £hod administration. The stident and parents are
afforded the opportunity to offer adefenseand/or
explanation. A recoommendation for purishment may be
made tothe tribunal by the shod administration. The
tribunal can accept the reaommendation or he can change
the recommendation to agreaer or lesser degree of
punishment. The tribunal has the authority to expel a
student from the Murray Courty School System.
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Placement in an Alter native Educational Setting
(Grades 6-12)

Certain circumstances may result in the stident being
placed in an alternative educationd setting. Any student
assigned to an alternative educational setting may not
participate inor attend any extracurricular activitiesor
schod functions. Further, they may not be present on any
schod property other than the alternative shod to which
they are assigned.

MURRAY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
Due tothe Federal Education Right to Privacy Act (FERPA), parents
will not be allowed to view bus tapes in disciplinary matters.
SCHOOL BUS
CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT DISCIPLINE
PROCEDURES FOR MAJOR SCHOOL BUS RULE
VIOLAT IONS

NOTE: Misconduct on the hool bus may constitute aviolation
of both busrulesand student codes of conduct. Discipline may be
imposed under provisions of either/or both policiesat the
discretion of the shool administration.

School bus transportation is aprivilege and not aright. Students
who behave in a manner which endangersthe sfe operation of
the shool bus and thusthe sfety of otherswill be excluded from
riding the bus.

MAJOR RULES

Rule 1: Physicd assault or battery of other studerts on the school
busincluding ads of sexua harassment is prohibited.

Rule 2: Verbal assallt, including thregening, abusive, provocdive,
profane, or sexually harassing language directed toward
other students on the shool busis prohibited

Rule 3:  Use by students of electronic and/or reflective devices on
the <hool bus isprohibited. Notwithstanding, Cell phones,
I-pads and Tablets may be used by students, to the extent it
does not interfere with the shool bus communication
equipment or the shoadl busdriver Geration of the bus.
Any such devises must be on silent or vibrate mode and
may not be used to play music or games that may be heard
by others.

A Pages, radios, tape or compad discplayers, or
any other electronic device tha might interfere
with the <hool bus communication equipment or
the <hool busdriver @pgeration of the bus will
not be allowed on the bus.

A Mirrors, lases, flash cameras, or any other lights
or reflective devices that might interfere with the
schod busdriver @peration of the busare
prohibited and will not be allowed on the bus.

Rule 4:  Bullying is prohibited on the bus, at school, and at any
schootrelated function.

Rule 5:  Actsof violence toward a shool bus driver or school
district employee are prohibited.

Rule 6: Sexua miscondict, lewd or vulgar behavior, and profanity
on the shool bus are prohibited.

Rule 7: Behavior that could causethe sfety of any passenger to be
in danger is prohibited.

A Studentswill kego their arms and heads inside the
windows of the bus at al times.

A Studentswill not throw objects on, in, or from the
bus.

A Any action that erdangers any passenger or other
person is a grosssafety violation.

Rule 8: Passession or useof tobacm, drugs, acohd, or wegpors on
the bus isprohibited.

Rule 9: Thevandalism of or the destruction of the <hool bus, any
part thereof, or the property of others on the £hodl bus is
prohibited. The theft of any item on the shool bus is
prohibited.

A Vardalismof the bus or its environment or
tampering with bus equipment, induding opening
the emergency exits, will not be tolerated.
Students deaemed guilty will face proseaution
and/or restitution aswell as <hod discipline. A
student or his/her parents will pay for any
damage he/she causes.

Rule 10: Studentswill be silent at railroad crossings

REFERRING STUDENTS FOR VIOLAT IONS OF MAJOR
RULES
1. After gedficaly natifying the stident that they are being
writtenup for amajor rule violation, the driver will make a
writtenreferral. Discipline for mgor rule violations
requiresno previous warning or documentation be
provided
2. The referral is adetailed description of the incident stating
exadly what took place The driver will personally deliver
the referral to the Diredor of Transportation or his
designee
3. Upon completion of the investigation the Diredor of
Transportation or his designee will then forward abus
discipline referral to the <hool.
4. Upon recaving the referral from the Diredor of
Transportation the principal or assistant principa will read

thedriver 6 $errakrt@the stdent and listento the stident 6 s

resporse.

5. The Schod Administration with the assistance of the
Transportation Diredor ard bus monitor may condict any
necessay investigaion. The investigation may include
talking with the driver, watching the videotape,
interviewing witnesses, taking a statement from the stident
acaised, or the gathering of any other pertinent
information.

6. After mmpleting any required investigation, the principal
or assistant principa will give the stidert a letterdetailing
the violation and the punishment. It is the responsibility of
the stident to deliver the letterto the parent.

7. Theprincipa or assistant principa will contact the
Transportation Department who reports the major offense
when the discipline isdetemmined.

CONSEQUENCES FOR VIOLATIONS OF MAJOR RULES
Students committing any major offence are subject to, as aminimum,
the following punishments. The shod or school system may assign
additional or alternative punishmentsin certain extraordinary cases.
The shool system will assign additional punishments for certain
violations asrequir ed by state and federal law.

1% Violation: 3 school days off the bus.

2" Violation: 5 school days off the bus.
*Conference with parent, schoal,
student and bus driver
10 schod days off the bus
*Conference with parent, schoadl,
student and bus driver
30 schod days off the bus or for
remainder of schod yea, whichever is
longer.

*Conference with parent, schoal,
student and bus driver
Off the bus for one cdendar yea.

3'd Violation:

4th Violation:

5th Violation:
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State lawreqguires hat disciplinary adions above and beyond those
stated previously be teken in the caseof the following offenses:

Physical Assault, Battery or Sexual Harassment of Others

A meding will be required between appropriate £hoad district
employees and the parent or guardian of the stident to devdop a
schod bus behavior contract for the stident. The contract will
provide for progressive, age-appropriate discipline, penalties, and
restrictions for the dudentd misconduct on the bus. Contract
provisions and additional punishment may include but are not limited
to:

Assigned seding

Ongoing parental involvement

Additional days of suspension from riding the bus
Written assignments

Out of School Suspension (OSS)

Corporal Punishment

Disciplinary Heaing

Triburdl Heaing

Assignment to Alternative Schod

Expulsion from the Murray County Schod System
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Bullying

Bullying is gpedfically defined as an adt which occurs on school
property, on school vehicles, at school bus sbps, or at school related
functions or adivities, or by useof data other electronic techology
of a locd schod system, that is:

1. Any willful attempt or threa to inflict injury on another
person, when accompanied by an apparent present ability to
do so;

2. Anyintentional display of force such aswould give the
victim reason to fea or exped immediate bodily harm; or

3. Any intentional written, verbal, or physicd ad, which a
reasonable person would perceive as being intended to
threaen, harass, or intimidate, that:

Causes another person substartial physicd harm within the meaning
of Code Sedion 16-5-23.1 or visible bodily harm as guch itemis
defined in Code in Code Sedion 16-5-23.1;

Has the effect of substantially interfering with a stident's education;
Is sosevere, persisent, or pervasive that it creaesan intimidating or
threagening educaiona environment; or has te effed of substantially
disrupting the orderly operation of the <hod.

A meding will be required between appropriate £hod district
employees and the parent or guardian of the stident to devdop a
schod bus behavior contract for the stident. The contract will
provide for progressive, age-appropriate discipline, pendties, and
restrictions for the gudent dnsconduct on the bus following the
student code of conduct. Contract provisions and additional
punishment may include but are not limited to:

Assigned seding

Ongoing parental involvement

Additional days of suspension from riding the bus
Written assignments

Out of School Suspension (OSS)

Corporal Punishment

Disciplinary Heaing

Triburdl Heaing

Assignment to Alternative Schod

Expulsion from the Murray County Schod System

Any student in grades 6through 12 who is found to have
committedthe offenseof bullying for the third time ina
schod yea will, at a minimum, be assigned to the Murray
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County Alternative Schod. The offenses of bullying
leading to such an adion may occur at school, on the
schod bus, or at any schod related adivity.

A Any other adion or combination of adions as deemed
appropriate by schod administration.

Acts of ViolenceToward a School Bus Driver or Employee of the
Schoal System
Physicd violence isdefined as filntentionally making physical
contact of an insulting or provoking nature with the person of another
or intentionally making physicd contact with another which causes
physicd harmto ancther.0
A student acaused of an ad of physicd violence toward a
schod busdriver or school district employee hal be given
aheaing before a Heaing Officer, and shall be sispended
from schod until the heaing.

A A student found by the Hearing Officer to have
intentionally made physicd contact of an insulting or
provoking nature on the person of a £hod bus driver or
other schoal district employee may be disciplined by
expulsion from schod, long-term suspension from schod,
or short-termsuspension from school.

A A student found by the Hearing Officer to have
intentionally made physicd contact, which causes harm to
a <hod busdriver, or other school district employee dall
be expelled from the Murray County Schods for the
remainder of the stident &lEgibility to attend public
schod.

A TheMurray Courty Board of Educaion will review all
instances where stidents have been expelled for ads of
physicd violence against a shod busdriver or other
schod district employee which causephysicd harm and
may modify the expulsion as follows;

1. The stident may be assigned to an aternative
schod.

2. The stident may be alowed to return to school
on adate %t by the Board of Educaion.

3. Studentsin grades kindergartenthrough five may
be allowed to reenroll in schoal.

DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES FOR MINOR SCHOOL BUS
RULE VIOLAT IONS

MINOR RULES
1. Studentswill sitin the ®& assigned by the driver or another
schod official

2. Studentswill enteror leave the bus at their regular gop only,
unless written permission has been given by the
parent/guardian and signed by the appropriate £hool official.

3. Eating or drinking on the bus isprohibited on regular routes.

4. Studentswill sitin the a fadng the front in a manner best
suited to provide for safe transportation. Students will kegp
legs and fed out of the aisle.

5. Students who must ciossthe road to board the bus will wait
until the bus arrives and displays the appropriate warning
signs before crossing the road

6. All studentswill crossthe road (if necessay) at least 10 fee
in front of the bus, neve behind the bus. Students will neve
touch, jump over, or crawl under safety barriers.

7. Studentswill stand a sfe distance from the road while
awaiting the bus.

8.  While at the bus sbp students will conduct themselves inan
orderly manner, awid littering, and resped private property
rights.
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9. Studentswill usethe srvice entrance while loading ard
unloading. The emegency ext will only be used in
emergency situations.

10. Studentswill walk acrossthe road to board or leave the bus;
neve run.

11 Students iting the bus will proceed immediately a safe
distance away from the bus tobe detemmined by the driver.

12. Studentswill not be allowed to return to the bus once they
have exited.

13. Disrespedful conduct toward the schod bus driver or other
persons on the <hooal busis prohibited.

REFERRING STUDENTS FOR VIOLAT IONS OF MINOR

RULES

1. Toissue awrittenwarning the driver will spea directly to the
student, using his/her name, explaining exadly what the stident
is doing and asking the stdent to discontinue the behavior. The
driver will inform the stuident that they will receéve awritten
warning from the shod

2. When the principal or assistant principal receves te referrd it
will be read to the stident. The principal or assistant principal
will listen to the sudent 6esponse. The writtenwarning will be
given to the gudent.

3. Studentswill recéve two writtenwarnings from the hool
before any disciplinary adion is taken. The warnings do not
have tobe for same misbehavior. Students will return the
warning, signed by the parent or guardian to the bus driver.

4. A third referral for aminor rule violation will result in
conference with Parent, school, student and bus driver. or other
discipline deemed appropriate by the shool administration.

5. A fourth referral for aminor rule violation will result in a 3day
suspension from the bus and schaol discipline.

6. Any subseguent referrals for minor rule violations will be dedt
with as major rule violations (e sedion on fiDiscipline
Procedures for Mgjor Rule Violationsd).

BUSDISCIPLINE FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS

A When a pedal education student commits any offensethat
causes the stident to be suspended from the bus, the shool
administrabor will natify the Spedal Education office. In
most cases the spedal education student will receve the
same punishment as any other student. However,
depending on the stident  d@lisability, schod attendance
during the suspension, and behavior, the IEP committee
may convene todiscussmini-bus transportaton services or
other options for the stident, as appropriate

A When a edal educaion student is first referred for a
minor offense, the administrabr will contact the sudent 6 s
spedal education teacher for assistance in devdoping
appropriate behavior interventions for the stident. If the
problem persistsafter behavioral interventions, the IEP
committee may convene todiscuss mini-bus transportation
services or other options for the gudent, as appropriate.

A Nothing in this pdlicy will affed the rights of any student
under federal, state, or locd laws.

Should a parent disregad any bus disciplinary adion in defiance of
this policy the proper authoritieswill be natified. The rule violation
beammes amgor offenseand will carry additional long-term
suspension from Murray County schod buses.

SELECTED LAWS AND POLICIES

LAW 20-2-1181 DISRUPTING PUBLIC SCHOOLS

It shall be unlawful for any person to disrupt or interfere with the
operation of any public school. Any person violating this Code
sedion shall be guilty of a misdemeaor of a high ard aggavaed
nature. (GA L. 1976, p. 480, 1 ; GA L. 1994, p. 1012, 6.)

LAWS 16-5-20 and 16-5-21- SSIMPLE ASSAULT AND
BATTERY OF PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYEES

Individuals who commit the offenseof simple assault and/or simple
battery against anemployee of a public school system while such
employee is engagel in official duties or on school property shall be
punished for a misdemeaor of a high and aggavated nature. The
termschod property includes public school buses and designatedbus
stops. Any person who commits the off enseof aggravated assault
involving the useof afirearm upon a sudent or teacher or other
schod personnel within a shool safety zone as defined in Code
Sedion 16-11-127.1 shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by
imprisonment for nat less than five nor more than 20 yeas.

LAW 20-2-764 CHRONIC DISCIPLIN ARY PROBLEM
STUDENTS

As used in this subpart, the tem:

fiChronic disciplinary problemstudent theans a stident who exhibits
apattern of behavioral charaderisticswhich interfere with the
learning processof students aound him or her ard which are likely to
reair.

Any student, who in the opinion of the £hod administration is
demonstrating a pattern of behavior, which will ultimately result in
sevee discipline measures, will be informed of such. The parents
will receve natification of such action in the hope that eventual
severe discipline measures will not beame necessay.

LAW 20-2-7514 BULLYING

Bullying is gpedfically defined as an act that is:

1. Any wilful attempt or threa to inflict injury on another
person, when accampanied by an apparent present ability
to do so;

2. Any intentional display of force suchaswould givethe
victim reason to fear or exped immediate bodily harm; or

3. Any intentional written, verbal, or physical act, which a
reasonable person would perceve as being intended to
threaten, harass, or intimidate, that:

A) Causes another person substantial physical harm within the
meaning of Code Sedion 16-5-23.1 or visible bodily harm as
suchitem is defined in Codein Code Sedion 16-5-23.1;

B) Has the effed of substantially interfering with a student's
education;

C) Is so sevae, persistert, or pervasive tat it createsan
intimidating or threatening educational environment; or

D) Hastheeffed of substantially disrupting theorderly

operation of theschoadl.

The term applies toactswhich occur on schod property, on
schod vehicles, at designated school bus sbps, or at school
related functionsor activities or by useof data or software that is
aceessed through a computer, computer system, computer
network, or other electronic technology of alocal schod system.
The term also appliesto ads of cyber bullying which occur
through the useof eledronic communication, whether or not
such electronic act originated on school property or with school
equipment, if the electronic communication 1) is dir eced
spedfically at students or school personnel, 2) is maliciously
intended for the pur pose of threatening the safety of those
spedfied or substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the
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schod, and 3) creates a reasonable fear of har m to the studentsd
or school personnel @erson or property or has ahigh likelihood
of succeeding in that purpose. For purposes of this Law,
electronic communication includes but is not limited to any
transfer of signs, signals, writings, images, sounds, data or
intelligence of any nature transmitted in whole or in part by a
wir e, radio, electromagnetic, photo electronic or photo optical
system.

NONDISCRIMINATION NOTICE

State lawprohibits discrimination based on gender in athletic
programs of locd schod systems (Equity in Spats Act, O.C.G.A.
20-2-315). Studerts arehereby natified that the Murray Courty locd
schod system does not discriminate on the basis of gender in its
athletic programs. The gorts equity coordinator for the <hoal
system is Mr. Greg Linder, 1001 Green Road, Chatsworth, GA
30705, and (706) 695-1414. Inquiries or complaints cncerning
sports equity may be sibmittedto Mr. Greg Linder.

As reguired by Title VI of the Cwil Rights Act of 1964, Sedion 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title 1l of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 the
Age Dirimination Act of 1975, and the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990, Murray County Schod District does not discriminate on
the basis of race color, national origin, sex, age or disability in
admission to its programs, services, or adivities, in accessto the, in
treatment of individuals, or in any asped of their operations.

Murray Courty Schod District Caree and Technical Educaion
department does not discriminate in enrollment or accessto any
programs available. A listof programs can be found at
www.murray.k12.gaus. The lack, of English Language Skills shall
not be abarrier to admission or paticipation in thedistrict @divities
and programs. The Murray County Schod District does not
discriminate inits hiring or employment pradices.

Questions, complaints or requestsfor additional information
regading theselaws may be forwarded to the designated
compliance coordinators listedbel ow.

COMPLAINTS OF DISCRIMINATION/HARRASSM ENT
Complaints made tothe Schodl District regading alegel
discrimination or harassment on the basis of race color or national
origin in violation of Title VI, on the basisof sex in violation of Title
VII and 1X, on the basisof disability in violation of Sedion 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or the Americans With Disabilities

Act and/or on the basis of age in violation of the Age Discrimination

in Employment Acwill be processed in acordane with the
following procedure:

1. Any student, employee, parent or other person with a complaint or
report allegng aviolation as described above sl promptly natify,
in writing or orally, either the principal for his/her school or the
applicable Coordinator, as identified in this sectioff the complaint is
oral, either the coordinator or school principal to whom the complaint
is made dhall promptly prepare a

memorandum or written statement of the complaint as made tohim
or her by the complainant and shall have the complainant read and
sign the memorandum or statemert if it acarately reflects the
complaint made. If the complaint is made toa shod principal, he or
she dhdl be responsible for notifying the appropriate coordinator of
the complaint. This pdlicy applies tocomplaints alleging
discrimination carried out by employees, other students or third
parties; the Districtwill conduct adequate, reliable and impartial
investigaion of the complaints, induding the opportunity to present
witnesses and other evidence and the Districtwill endeavor to take
steps, believed necessary in its discretion, to prevent reaurrence of
any harassment and to correa discriminatory effeds on the

2. If the alleged offending individud is the coordinator or the principal,
the complaint shall either be made by the complainant to the
Superintendent or, if the complaint is initially made tothe shool
principal, reportedby the principal to the Superintendent. If the alleged
offending individual is the Superintendent, the complaint shall be made
to the designated coordinator, who shall, without further investigation,
report the complaint to the Board chairperson.

3. The coordinator or his or her designee hall have fifteen (15) work
days togather al information relevant to the complaint made, review
the information, determmine the facts relating to the complaint, review
the adion requested by the complainant, ard attempt to resolve the
complaint with the complainant and any other personsinvolved. The
coordinator or designee dal prepae awrittenresporseto the
complaint detailing any adion to be te&ken in responseto the
complaint and the ime frame inwhich such adion will be teen and
copiesof this responseshall be furnished to the complainant, the
appropriate coordinator and the principal or his or her designee 4. If
the complaint is not resolved after this fifteen (15)-day period or if
the complainant is not satisfied with the resolution of the complaint,
the complainant shall have the right, within five work days of
recaving a copy of the writtenresporse, to have the complaint
referred to the Superintendent of Schools. If the alegel offending
individual is the Superintendent, the complainant may have the
complaint referred to the Board of Education, rather than the
Superintendent.

5. The Superintendert shall have fifteen (15) work days toreview the
complaint and the responseof the coordinator or designee and
attempt to resolve the complaint. The Superintendent shall furnishto
the complainant awrittenresponse tting forth either his or her
approval of the adion recmmmended by the coordinator or designee
or the adion to be téen by the School District in responseto the
complaint in lieu of that recdmmended by the coordinator or designes
and the ime frame inwhich such adion shall be teen.

6. This policy is not intended to deprive any student or parent of ary
right they may have to file acomplaint under any other applicable
palicy of the locd board or to contact the Office of Civil Rights or
other appropriate séte or federal agency with regad to any
alegdions that the Schod District has violated the setutesdescribed
above.

7. The Schodl District shal be resporsible for distributing ard
disseminating information relevant to this policy and procedure to
students, parents and employees through appropriate procedures.

8. No reprisal shall occur as a esult of reporting unlawful
discrimination or harassment under this policy, and any attempt to
retaliateaganst a @mplainant shall be disciplined as isappropriate.
9. The confidentiality of any individual making a complaint or report
in acordance with this policy, to the extent it is reasonably possible
and complies with the law, shall be protected, although the discovery
of the truth and the elimination of unlawful harassment shall be te
overriding consideration.

Coordinators:

Title VI and VII C oordinator:Mike Tuck

Address: 1006 Green Road
Chatsworth, GA, 30705

Phone Number: 706-695-4531

Title IX Coordinator: Mike Tuck

Address: 1006 Green Road
Chatsworth, GA, 30705

Phone Number: 706-695-4531

Sedion 504 and Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator:

Paula Martin

Address: 1006 Green Road
Chatsworth, GA, 30705

Phone Number: 706-695-4531
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Sports Equity Coordinator: Greg Linder

Address: 1001 Green Road
Chatsworth, GA 30705
Phone Number: 706-695-1414

SECTION 504 DISABIL ITY GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES Any
student or parent or guardian (i gevant Ampy request an mpartial
heaing due tothe shool system6 sctiomas or inadions regading your
childdé glentification, evduation, or educdional placement under
Sedion 504. Reqguestsfor an impartial heaing must be inwriting to
the ghool systemd Sedion 504 Coordinator; howeve, agrievant 6 s
failure torequest aheaing in writing does not aleviate he <hod
systemd ehligation to provide an impartia heaing if the grievant
orally requestsan impartial heaing through

the <hool systemd Section 504 Coordinator. The shool systemés
Sedion 504 Coordinator will assist the grievant in completing the
written Request for Hearing. The Sedion 504 Coordinator may be
contacted through the shool system6 sentral office. Copiesof the
504 procedural Safeguards and Notice of Rights of Students and
Parents Under Sedion 504 may be found at the Murray Cournty
School @vebsite or may be picked up at the central office or at any
of the hool offices.

Sedion 504 ard Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator:

Paula Martin
Address: 1006 Green Road

Chatsworth, GA 30705
Phone Number: 706-695-4531

NOTIFI CATION: ASSURANCE OF ACCESS

The Murray Courty Schod District endarses the philosophy that
educaion is ameans by which each individua has the opportunity to
read his or her fullest potential. We believe that al students have a
right to educational experiences that challenge the level of their
individual devd opment, whether it is below, at, or beyond the level
of their age pee's. Spedal programs for gifted students areone
outgrowth of this commitment. Studentsin grades K -12 who
demonstrate ahigh degree of intellectual, acalemic, and/ or credive
abilities may be nominatedfor evaluation to determine eligibility to
participate inthe Program for Gifted Students. Referrals for
consideration may be made by teachers, parents or guardians,
courselors, administrabrs, pees, self, and other individuas with
knowledge of the student's abilities. The State Board of Educaion
determines eligibility criteria for placement in this program. For a
summay of thosecriteria or for further information about Murray
County's Program for Gifted Students, pleasecontact the Gifted
Program teacher at your child's £hool or:

Spence Gazaway, Gifted Program Coordinator

1006 Green Rd

Chatsworth, GA 30705

706-695-4531

spencer.gazaway@murray.k12.ga.us

COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE LAW 20-2-690.1. (a)
Every parent, guardian, or other person residing within this stde
having control or charge of any child or children between their sixth
and sixteenth birthdays sall enroll and send such child or children to
apublic chool, aprivate <hool, or ahome stidy program that meets
the requirements for a public school, aprivate <hod, or ahome
study program; and such child shall be responsible for enrolling in
and attending a public school, aprivate <hod, or ahome stidy
program that mees the requiremerts for a public schoadl, a private
schod, or ahome stidy program under such penalty for
noncompliance with this subsedion as isprovided in Chapter 11 of
Title 15, unlessthe childd &ilure toenroll and attend is caused by
the childd parent, guardian, or other person, in which casethe parent,
guardian, or other person alone dall be responsible; provided,
howeve, that tests and physicd exams for military service and the

National Guard and such other approved absences sall be exaused
absences. The requirements of this subsedion shall apply to achild
between his or her sixth and sixteenth birthdays who has been
assigned by a locd board of education or its delegate toattend an
alternative public school program established by that locd board of
educaion, including an alternative public school program provided
for in Code Sedion 20-2-154.1, regadless of whether such child has
been susperded or expelled from anather public schoaol program by
that locd board of educaion or its delegate, and to the parent,
guardian, or other person residing in this statewho has control or
charge of such child. Nothing in this Code sdion shal be construed
to require a bcd board of educaion or its delegate toassign achild
to atterd an alternative public schoal program rather than suspending
or expelling the child.

(b) Any parent, guardian, or other person residing in this statewho
has control or charge of achild or children and who shall violate tis
Code sdion shall be guilty of amisdemeanor and, upon conviction
thereof, shall be sibject to afine not less than $25.00 and not greaer
than $100.00, imprisonment not to exceel 30 days, community
service, or any combination of such pendlties, at the discretion of the
court having jurisdiction. Each dayés absence from schod in
violation of this part afterthe childd schod system natifies he
parent, guardian, or other person who has control or charge of a child
of five unexaused days of absence for a child shall constitute a
separate offense. After two reasonable attampts to notify the parent,
guardian, or other person who has control or charge of a child of five
unexaused days of absence without response, the <hool system shall
send a notice tosuch parent, guardian, or other person by certified
mail, return recept requested, or first class mal. Puldic schools shdl
provide to the parent, guardian, or other person having control or
charge of each child enrolled in public schod awrittensummary of
possible consequences and penaltiesfor failing to comply with
compulsory attendance under this Code ®dion for children ard ther
parents, guardians, or other persons having control or charge of
children The parent, guardian, or other person who has control or
charge of achild or children shall sign a setement indicating recept
of such written statement of possible consequences and penalties;
children who are age tenyeas or older by September 1 shall sign a
statement indicating recept of such written statement of possible
consequences ard penalties. After two reasonable attampts by the
schod to seaure such signature or signatures, the hool shall be
considered to be incompliance with this subsedion if it sends acopy
of the setement, via certified mail, return recept requested, to such
parent, guardian, other person who has control or charge of a child, or
children Public schodls shall retain signed copiesof statements
through the end of the school year.

(c) Locd schod superintendentsin the caseof private <hods or
home stidy programs and visiting teachers and atterdance officers in
the caseof pulic schools shall have authority and it shall be teir
duty to file proceeadings in court to enforce tis subpart.

PARENT NOTICE REQUIRED BY EVERY STUDENT
SUCCEEDSACT( AESSA0Q)

In compliance with the requiremerts of the ESSAstatute, the
Murray Courty Schods Didrict informs parents that you

may request information about the professional qualifications of your
student's teacher(s) and/or paraprofessional3he following
information may be requested; 1) whether the teacher has met the
state qualifications and licensing criteréuirements for
certification for the grade level and subject areas in which the teacher
provides instruction; 2) whether the teacher is teading under an
emegency or other provisional status through which Georgia
qudifications or certification criteria has been waived; 3) Whether
the teacher is teadiing in the field of discipline

of the certification of teacher; 4) whether the stidert is provided
services by paraprofessionals, ard if so, their qualifications.
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