
Have you ever had so many problems in a week that 
you couldn’t see straight? If problems came one at a time, 
you’d probably handle them like a pro. As you probably 
know, though, problems sometimes come in bunches: two, 
three, 12 or 25 at a time! How rude, eh? The fi rst 15 years 
or so of the 1800s were a little like that. The United States 
was just a baby country back then, and you’d think that 
the world would have slowed down long enough to let 
it get on its feet, wouldn’t you? But no way; there were 
problems to the left and problems to the right, from 
the very beginning. Here are a couple of 
examples: Clear across the ocean, Europe, 
France and England were battling like 
cats and dogs. America didn’t care who won 
those wars, but we did want to keep doing 
business with France. England didn’t like that, 
of course, and they attacked American ships on 
the way to Europe. PROBLEMS! Also, some 
adventurous American settlers wanted to move 
to Canada, onto land owned by the British. Do 
you think America’s old enemy liked that? No 
way! PROBLEMS! These events all led to another 
war between America and Britain. (This war was 
called the War of 1812.) And if that wasn’t enough, 
right here in Alabama, there were native tribes all 
around who’d lived here for centuries, and they 
were getting awfully tired of white settlers charging 
around on their land. They fi gured the settlers might 
just have to be removed by force. PROBLEMS! The 
pot really began to boil over when the natives gave 
the American government permission to run a 
little, teeny horse trail across their land. 
Nothing big, mind you, just a little trail that 
would be big enough to get supplies to the 
frontier. But instead of a tiny horse trail, 
white people cut a huge frontier super-highway 
called the Federal Road right through American 
Indian country. Settlers poured in like ants, and 
that was it! The fuse was lit for war. Angry 
tribes decided to drive the settlers out once 
and for all. The Creek War, fought between 
1813 and 1814, was so intense that Alabama 
had to call in help from all over the place, 
including from Andrew Jackson and his brave 
Tennesseeans. How’d it all shape up? We’ll 
let your history teacher fi nish telling you 
about the War of 1812 with Britain, but turn 
the page and learn how Chief Tecumseh, the 
mystic warrior, led the natives of Alabama 
to a war that ruined the Creek nation. It’s all 
in this issue of Alabama Studies Weekly.
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Pretend you live in the 
days of the Creek Indian 
War. You’re 10 years old 
and love to explore the 
woods around the fort.  
Your family moved to Fort Mims as a temporary home, 
until the war was over and your family could build a cabin. 
While exploring the woods around the fort, you discover 
Creek warriors watching the fort as they plan to attack. 
You run back to warn everyone at the fort. 

Write a 200-word story telling how history was 
changed because you were so good at scouting that you 
warned the settlers.

me, Sanota.” Vicky stared, 
confused. She squinted hard 
into his face. “Could it be?” 
she whispered. The native 
brushed his tear away. “Yes, it 
is me. I will never forget the 
good woman who raised me 
when my parents died. Don’t 
be frightened, Mother Vicky. 
I can now save your life as 
you saved mine.”  Vicky began 
to cry. She turned and began 
to gather her children. “All 
will be well, my darlings. You 
must remember Sanota. He 
will take care . . .” Just then, 
her children screamed again. 
Vicky whirled around to see 
another warrior’s shadow. 
He had stepped through the 
door behind Sanota, and his 
tomahawk dripped with blood. 

He shouted as he ran toward 
the family. Vicky slammed her 
eyes shut again. “Wait!” came 
a command from Sanota. The 
other native stopped for a 
moment. “Why should I wait?” 
he asked, his arm still raised 
to kill. “These are mine!” said 
Sanota, in an icy voice. “I 
wish to make these people my 
slaves. Kill the others if you 
like, but I will destroy these 
when I’ve gotten some work 
out of them.” The other native 
relaxed. “Very well,” he said. 
He backed slowly out of the 
doorway and disappeared 
back into the battle. Vicky was 
confused again, but Sanota 
spoke in a kind voice. “Come, 
Mother Vicky,” he said. “I will 
take you away from here to 

a safe place. I know your 
husband is away. If he 
survives, I will reunite 
you with him.” Vicky and 
the children couldn’t speak 
because of the shock of it 
all, but they followed Sanota 
out of the building and away 
from the fort, where the 
settlers were still screaming, 
arrows were still 
fl ying, and 
walls were 
still burning.
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Pretend you live in the 
days of the Creek Indian 

ACROSS
2. American name for chief Red Eagle
4. the Choctaw chief who wanted to live 

in peace with the white people
5. the agreement between the Creeks 

and the United States that ended the 
war

8. A ton of cotton was shipped on this 
river.

9. a powerful Shawnee leader
10. White people cut a huge frontier 

super-highway called the _____ 
_____ right through American Indian 
country.

DOWN
1. Towns in this region were built later 

than anywhere else in the state.
3. the place where the fi rst battle of the 

Creek Indian War took place
6. the nickname the settlers gave the 

Creeks during the war
7. the general who worked with Andrew 

Jackson during the last battle of the 
war

8.

9.
10.

1.

3.

6.

7.

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all proper nouns with 
any color pen or highlighter. This will help you fi nd some of the cross-
word answers and get ready for this week’s test.



attack came so quickly that the settlers 
couldn’t even get the fort doors closed. 
The Creeks were led by Chief Red 
Eagle (his American name was William 
Weatherford), who ordered them not to 
kill women and children. The Creeks 
were out for blood, though, and didn’t 
listen. By the end of the day, 100 Creeks 
and more than 250 settlers were dead.

Enough is Enough:
The Creek Nation is Ruined

When is it time to say, “Enough is 
enough,” during a war? Well, in the 
war with the Creeks, the day came on 
March 27, 1814. More than 1,000 Creek 
warriors were camped at a village on a 
bend of the Tallapoosa River. Andrew 
Jackson and his Tennessee soldiers 
attacked the village from above, and 
the rest of his men, under General John 
Coffee’s command, swam the river and 
attacked from below. A young soldier 
named Sam Houston said, “Arrows, 
spears, and balls were fl ying; swords 
and tomahawks gleamed in the sun!” He 
said that when the sun set that night, “it 
set upon the ruin of the Creek nation.” 

What he said was true. The battle 
lasted all day, and in the end, 

almost 1,000 warriors had 
been killed. It was more 

than the Creeks could bear, and the war 
ended.

Andrew Jackson Becomes a 
National Hero

Imagine that you’re Andrew Jackson, 
and you’ve just defeated the Creeks. 
What do you do now? If you’re Andrew 
Jackson, you rebuild the old French fort, 
Fort Toulouse, call it Fort Jackson, and 
then wait for the tribal chiefs to come 
and surrender. When the chiefs come, 
you get them to sign a treaty that you 
call the Treaty of Fort Jackson. Creative, 
eh? In this treaty, the Creeks give up 
a great deal of their land to the United 
States, and you become a national hero. 
Then, when one mighty chief named 
Red Eagle shows up (the same man 
who led the attack on Fort Mims), you 
accept his surrender, let him live at your 
country place for a while to be safe, 
and then let him go back to Alabama. 
After that, you pack up and head for the 
town of New Orleans with all of your 
Tennessee boys. By Christmas of the 
same year, you defeat the Creeks and 
chase the British into the Gulf of Mexico 
after winning the most famous battle 
of the War of 1812, the Battle of New 
Orleans. That’s what you do if you’re 
Andrew Jackson!

Chief Tecumseh Unites Most Natives 
in War

Some say that Chief Tecumseh predicted that a 
comet would appear in the sky, and then one did just 
that. Some say that he threatened to stamp his foot 
and destroy all of the houses at Tuckabatchee, and 
then an earthquake came and did just that. Some say 
that he left a bundle of red sticks with each of the 
native villages he visited, telling them to drop the 
sticks one by one until they were gone. He then told 
them that after the sticks were dropped, they would 
all go to war together against the settlers, and they did 
just that. Could that be why settlers called the warlike 
Creeks the Red Sticks during the war? Whether these 
stories are true or not, Tecumseh was a powerful 
Shawnee leader who did his best to unite all of the 
American Indians in North America against the white 
settlers. He visited villages one by one, sometimes 
dressed in war paint and sometimes shouting loud 
war whoops. He couldn’t convince all of the tribes to 
go to war, but he did gain enough support to wage a 
war on the settlers that lasted almost a whole year.

Chief Pushmataha Tells
Tecumseh to Leave His Land

Tecumseh might have persuaded all of the tribes 
to go to war against the settlers if it hadn’t been for 
another powerful native leader who disagreed with 
him. Pushmataha was a Choctaw chief who thought 
war with the settlers would ruin the Choctaw Tribe. 
He wanted to live in peace with his white neighbors. 
He listened to Tecumseh, but then he escorted him 
right off his land. In fact, when it was time to fi ght, 
Pushmataha fought against the Creeks to help the 
settlers.

The First Shots of the Creek War
It might seem funny to you that white men fi red 

the fi rst shots in the fi rst battle of the Creek Indian 
War, but that’s what happened. Wait a minute. 
Weren’t the natives the ones looking for a fi ght? 
Yeah, sure, but . . . well, here’s the story: Tecumseh 
made a deal with the Spanish in Florida for some 
guns, and his warriors went to pick them up. They 
returned home disappointed, though, with bullets, 

supplies and fewer guns than they’d picked up. 
You see, on the way back home, on July 23, 
1813, they camped at the edge of a swamp at a 

place called Burnt Corn Creek. Imagine 

their surprise when they woke up the next morning to 
the sound of gunfi re. A bunch of settlers (about 180 
of them) had sneaked up on them and made a surprise 
attack. The natives scrambled into the swamp. Instead 
of chasing after them, the settlers collected their 
abandoned weapons. The natives took a little while 
to get organized, but back they went. This time, 
the settlers were surprised. Though the settlers had 
attacked fi rst, by the end of the fi rst day of fi ghting, 
the score was as follows: natives 1, settlers 0.

Settlers Leave the Door Open for Fort 
Mims Massacre

When General Ferdinand Claiborne warned the 
settlers to strengthen Fort Mims against attack, no 
one paid much attention. A few weeks later, 
when a young settler saw a Creek 
native with war paint in the 
woods outside the fort, no 
one believed him. And on 
Aug. 30, 1813, when a rider 
approached the open gate of 
the fort shouting that American Indians were coming, 
Daniel Beasley, the commander of the fort, had him 
arrested. It was then that they heard the war whoop 
of the Creeks as they came from the woods, shooting 
their guns and swinging their tomahawks. The 
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1) Chief Tecumseh 2) Chief Pushmataha 3) The Madrid

Earthquake and comet of 1811 were “predicted”

by Tecumseh

4) The Fort Mims Massacre turned many Americans against Native Americans

5) Chief Red Eagle (William Weatherford) 6) This is a Creek War era map ofAlabama showing the route to Burnt Corn. 7) Andrew Jackson

The Treaty of Fort Jackson was signed between Red

Eagle and Andrew Jackson, ending the Creek War

Vicky McGirth herded her seven daughters 
quickly into a dark corner of a cabin at Fort 
Mims. Outside, they could hear the yells of the 
attackers and the screams of death. They could 
smell the smoke of the burning fort. Suddenly, 
one of her children screamed.  Vicky spun 
around to see a shadow in the doorway, with 
a tomahawk raised to kill. She stretched her 
arms out over her children and shut her eyes, 
but seconds passed, and no tomahawk blow 
came.  Slowly, she opened her eyes. There was 
the native, but his tomahawk hung at his side. 
He stepped closer, and Vicky saw his face. A 
tear rolled down his cheek.  “Stay back!” Vicky 
pleaded. The native took a step closer. “Don’t 
you recognize me?” he said. “It’s 

Tecumseh spent much of his life trying to 
unite the American Indian tribes into a single 
army that could defend American Indian lands 
against invasion by white settlers. He, along with 
his brother (a chief named Tenskwatawa), did 
a lot to maintain native culture in many places 
among the lands they held. He opposed treaties 

made between the tribes and the 
settlers, and his opposition led 

to the Battle of Tippecanoe 
in 1811. The next year, 

Tecumseh joined with 
the British to fi ght the 
Americans. He commanded 
a large army of England’s 
American Indian allies. 
But for Tecumseh, the 
War of 1812 would not 
be victorious. The fi erce 
chief was killed in battle 
while leading his forces 
north into Canada.

Visit southeastern Alabama and walk around on the stuff that gives 
this part of the state its nickname. You’re in the Wiregrass Region. 
Towns in this part of Alabama were built later than anywhere else in the 
state (in the middle and late 1800s), but this late start didn’t slow the 
people down at all. They jumped right in, raising cotton. A lot of cotton 
was shipped out of Eufaula on the Chattahoochee River. Rivers were the 
main roads into and out of Alabama in the early days. The railroad came 

in 1889, and Dothan blossomed into the 
region’s leading trade center.

    Most people in the Wiregrass Region 
didn’t live in white-columned plantation 
houses. Instead, they had rough and simple 
split-log homes and split-log churches. They 
worked hard and made the best of things. 
They had to because, in 1915, a trillion boll 
weevils came up from Mexico and destroyed 
the cotton crop. But the Wiregrass folks 
didn’t fold up and die; they switched to 
growing peanuts, hogs and other crops. They 
proved they could spring back after getting 
stepped on and stand up tall—just like the 
wire grass!
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This week’s adventure is a dramatized 
story of actual historic events. Southeastern Alabama
Saving the Children

How did Chief 
Tecumseh die?

Tuscaloosa
 In 1540, Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto entered what 

is now known as Alabama. He met a powerful Choctaw chief 
known as the Black Warrior. A dispute between de Soto and 
the great chief started a large battle. 

De Soto led hundreds of Spaniards in the 
battle. They suffered many casualties but had 
stronger weapons. The great chief was 
killed along with several thousand of his 
people. The Spaniards won.

Centuries later, frontiersman settled 
in the same Southern area. The 
settlers named the region in honor 
of the legendary chief. They used 
two Choctaw words, “tushka” and 
“lusa.” The new name, Tuscaloosa, 
means Black Warrior. 

The city became offi cial to the 
Alabama territory one day before 
Alabama joined the Union as a state 
on Dec. 13, 1819. The Black Warrior 
may have been defeated in battle, 
but his legend and name live on 
in Tuscaloosa.  The Black Warrior

Chief Tecumseh Unites Most Natives Chief Pushmataha Tells

Alabama
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Have you ever had so many problems in a week that 
you couldn’t see straight? If problems came one at a time, 
you’d probably handle them like a pro. As you probably 
know, though, problems sometimes come in bunches: two, 
three, 12 or 25 at a time! How rude, eh? The fi rst 15 years 
or so of the 1800s were a little like that. The United States 
was just a baby country back then, and you’d think that 
the world would have slowed down long enough to let 
it get on its feet, wouldn’t you? But no way; there were 
problems to the left and problems to the right, from 
the very beginning. Here are a couple of 
examples: Clear across the ocean, Europe, 
France and England were battling like 
cats and dogs. America didn’t care who won 
those wars, but we did want to keep doing 
business with France. England didn’t like that, 
of course, and they attacked American ships on 
the way to Europe. PROBLEMS! Also, some 
adventurous American settlers wanted to move 
to Canada, onto land owned by the British. Do 
you think America’s old enemy liked that? No 
way! PROBLEMS! These events all led to another 
war between America and Britain. (This war was 
called the War of 1812.) And if that wasn’t enough, 
right here in Alabama, there were native tribes all 
around who’d lived here for centuries, and they 
were getting awfully tired of white settlers charging 
around on their land. They fi gured the settlers might 
just have to be removed by force. PROBLEMS! The 
pot really began to boil over when the natives gave 
the American government permission to run a 
little, teeny horse trail across their land. 
Nothing big, mind you, just a little trail that 
would be big enough to get supplies to the 
frontier. But instead of a tiny horse trail, 
white people cut a huge frontier super-highway 
called the Federal Road right through American 
Indian country. Settlers poured in like ants, and 
that was it! The fuse was lit for war. Angry 
tribes decided to drive the settlers out once 
and for all. The Creek War, fought between 
1813 and 1814, was so intense that Alabama 
had to call in help from all over the place, 
including from Andrew Jackson and his brave 
Tennesseeans. How’d it all shape up? We’ll 
let your history teacher fi nish telling you 
about the War of 1812 with Britain, but turn 
the page and learn how Chief Tecumseh, the 
mystic warrior, led the natives of Alabama 
to a war that ruined the Creek nation. It’s all 
in this issue of Alabama Studies Weekly.
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Pretend you live in the 
days of the Creek Indian 
War. You’re 10 years old 
and love to explore the 
woods around the fort.  
Your family moved to Fort Mims as a temporary home, 
until the war was over and your family could build a cabin. 
While exploring the woods around the fort, you discover 
Creek warriors watching the fort as they plan to attack. 
You run back to warn everyone at the fort. 

Write a 200-word story telling how history was 
changed because you were so good at scouting that you 
warned the settlers.

me, Sanota.” Vicky stared, 
confused. She squinted hard 
into his face. “Could it be?” 
she whispered. The native 
brushed his tear away. “Yes, it 
is me. I will never forget the 
good woman who raised me 
when my parents died. Don’t 
be frightened, Mother Vicky. 
I can now save your life as 
you saved mine.”  Vicky began 
to cry. She turned and began 
to gather her children. “All 
will be well, my darlings. You 
must remember Sanota. He 
will take care . . .” Just then, 
her children screamed again. 
Vicky whirled around to see 
another warrior’s shadow. 
He had stepped through the 
door behind Sanota, and his 
tomahawk dripped with blood. 

He shouted as he ran toward 
the family. Vicky slammed her 
eyes shut again. “Wait!” came 
a command from Sanota. The 
other native stopped for a 
moment. “Why should I wait?” 
he asked, his arm still raised 
to kill. “These are mine!” said 
Sanota, in an icy voice. “I 
wish to make these people my 
slaves. Kill the others if you 
like, but I will destroy these 
when I’ve gotten some work 
out of them.” The other native 
relaxed. “Very well,” he said. 
He backed slowly out of the 
doorway and disappeared 
back into the battle. Vicky was 
confused again, but Sanota 
spoke in a kind voice. “Come, 
Mother Vicky,” he said. “I will 
take you away from here to 

a safe place. I know your 
husband is away. If he 
survives, I will reunite 
you with him.” Vicky and 
the children couldn’t speak 
because of the shock of it 
all, but they followed Sanota 
out of the building and away 
from the fort, where the 
settlers were still screaming, 
arrows were still 
fl ying, and 
walls were 
still burning.
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Pretend you live in the 
days of the Creek Indian 

ACROSS
2. American name for chief Red Eagle
4. the Choctaw chief who wanted to live 

in peace with the white people
5. the agreement between the Creeks 

and the United States that ended the 
war

8. A ton of cotton was shipped on this 
river.

9. a powerful Shawnee leader
10. White people cut a huge frontier 

super-highway called the _____ 
_____ right through American Indian 
country.

DOWN
1. Towns in this region were built later 

than anywhere else in the state.
3. the place where the fi rst battle of the 

Creek Indian War took place
6. the nickname the settlers gave the 

Creeks during the war
7. the general who worked with Andrew 

Jackson during the last battle of the 
war
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As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all proper nouns with 
any color pen or highlighter. This will help you fi nd some of the cross-
word answers and get ready for this week’s test.


