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NEW YORK — President 
Donald Trump’s former chief 
strategist, Steve Bannon, was 
pulled from a luxury yacht 
and arrested Thursday on 
allegations that he and three 
associates ripped off donors 
trying to fund a southern border 
wall, making him the latest in 
a long list of Trump allies to be 
charged with a crime.

The organizers of the “We 
Build The Wall” group por-
trayed themselves as eager 
to help the president build a 
“big beautiful” barrier along 
the U.S.-Mexico border, as he 
promised during the 2016 cam-
paign. They raised more than 
$25 million from thousands of 
donors and pledged that 100% 
of the money would be used for 
the project.

But according to the criminal 
charges unsealed Thursday, 
much of the money never 
made it to the wall. Instead, 
it was used to line the pockets 
of group members, includ-
ing Bannon, who served in 
Trump’s White House and 
worked for his campaign. He 
allegedly took over $1 million, 
using some to secretly pay co-
defendant Brian Kolfage, the 
founder of the project, and to 
cover hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in personal expenses.

Hours after his arrest, Bannon 
pleaded not guilty during an 
appearance in a Manhattan 
federal court. He is the latest 
addition to a startlingly long 
list of Trump associates who 
have been prosecuted, includ-
ing his former campaign chair, 
Paul Manafort, whom Bannon 
replaced, his longtime lawyer, 
Michael Cohen, and his former 
national security adviser, 
Michael Flynn.

Trump has also made clear 
that he is willing to use his 
near-limitless pardon power 
to help political allies escape 
legal jeopardy, most recently 
commuting the sentence of 
longtime political adviser Roger 
Stone.

Ex-Trump 
aide 
Bannon 
pleads 
not guilty

By Isaac Groves
Burlington Times-News
USA TODAY NETWORK

S o m e  A l a m a n c e -
Burlington Schools students 
saw an ugly side effect of 
distance learning as school 

started this week when 
someone got onto a Zoom 
class Tuesday Aug. 18 and 
filled the comments with 
racial slurs.

“(Tuesday) afternoon, we 
became aware that one of our 
classroom Zoom sessions at 

Graham High School was 
involved in what appears to 
be a deliberate hacking inci-
dent involving an unknown 
individual as the instigator, 
not an ABSS student. We 
believe that the incident may 
be part of a wave of similar 

events happening in North 
Carolina and across the 
nation known as a Zoom raid 
with a purpose of disrupt-
ing classroom instruction,” 
wrote Jenny Faulkner, public 

Graham High class get 
racist ‘Zoom bomb’

Tony Bolick
Asheboro Courier-Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

ASHEBORO — Randolph 
County brought together its 
five finalists Monday night 
and announced the Randolph 

County School System 2020-
21 Teacher of the Year. Dr. 
Stephen Gainey presented the 
plaque during the Randolph 
County Board of Education 
monthly meeting to Randolph 
Early College High School’s 
(RECHS) Kathy Fleetwood.

“I could not ask for a better 
group of finalists (to be part 
of).  Y’all  are amazing,” 
Fleetwood said in accepting 
the award. “I want to say the 
same about my other col-
leagues at Randolph Early 
College High School and, 

years past, at Southwestern 
Randolph (High School).”

The pandemic took a little 
of the luster, but not the 
excitement from what is nor-
mally an evening of magic, 
an adjective used to describe 
Fleetwood's teaching.

The annual announcement 
usually comes in concert with 
a joint celebration of the best 
teachers of the year between 
Asheboro City Schools and 
Randolph County School 

Fleetwood named RCSS 2020 Teacher of the Year

By Mike Duprez
Lexington Dispatch
USA TODAY NETWORK

It's personal for the Myers 
family of Davidson County.

When the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill
decided to switch to all remote 
learning due to COVID-19 
outbreaks on campus, it hit 
hard back home for Tedman 
Myers. His two sons, Caleb 
and Jacob, are students at 
UNC and live on campus — at 
least for the next day or two.

But the brothers, gradu-
ates of Central Davidson High 
School, are coming home for a 
most unlikely college setting.

"My first reaction is dis-
appointment," said Tedman 
Myers, a Lexington accoun-
tant. "Especially with the 
way Jacob's senior year in 
high school ending like it did 
and now his freshman year of
college starting off like this. 
It's disheartening. I'm just 
disappointed for him."

Caleb Myers is a sopho-
more and is currently living 
at the Old East dormitory. 
Jaconb Myers is living at 
Granville Towers, where his 
older brother lived last year. 
Granville Towers has one of

Myers family deals with UNC’s move

LEFT: Jacob Myers (right) 
and Caleb Myers pose for 
a picture at the Old Well on 
the campus of the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO] 
[CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

See ZOOM,  A2

See TOTY,  A2

See MYERS,  A2



Asheboro Courier Tribune - 08/21/2020

Copyright (c)2020 Gatehouse Media, Edition 08/21/2020
August 21, 2020 8:06 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 75% from original to fit letter page

A2 Friday, August 21, 2020 THE COURIER-TRIBUNE

1. At the discovery of
Marilyn Monroe’s death
(1962) what was she
clutching in her right hand?

A )  A s h  t r a y ,  B ) 
Flyswatter, C) Telephone, 
D) Diary

2. In the military phonetic 
alphabet what’s the code 
word for the letter “F”?

A) Frank, B) Foxtrot, C) 
Fireman, D) Felix

3. Which religion claims 
the largest number of 
supporters worldwide?

A) Christianity,  B) 

Islam, C) Hinduism, D) 
Judaism

4. Whose state quarter 
(coin) has a lighthouse 
and a schooner?

A) Vermont, B) Maine, 
C) New Hampshire, D) 
Florida

5. In Japan what is the 
traditional color of love?

A) Red, B) Brown, C) 
Yellow, D) Purple

6. What’s removed in a 
cholecystectomy?

A )  G a l l b l a d d e r ,  B ) 
Tonsils, C) Appendix, D) 
Lung

ANSWERS: 1. C) 
Telephone, 2. B) Foxtrot, 
3. A) Christianity, 4. B) 
Maine, 5. D) Purple, 6. A) 
Gallbladder

D O  YO U  K N O W  YO U R  T R I V I A?

PAGETWO

CHECK THIS OUT

Wilson Casey

Today is Friday, Aug. 21, the
234th day of 2020. There are 
132 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On August 21, 1831, Nat 
Turner launched a violent 
slave rebellion in Virginia 
resulting in the deaths of at 
least 55 whites. (Turner was 
later executed.)

On this date:
In 1609, Galileo Galilei dem-
onstrated his new telescope 
to a group of offi cials atop 
the Campanile (kahm-pah-
NEE’-lay) in Venice.
In 1911, Leonardo da Vinci’s 
“Mona Lisa” was stolen from 
the Louvre Museum in Paris. 
(The painting was recovered 
two years later in Italy.)
In 1945, President Harry 
S. Truman ended the 

Lend-Lease program that 
had shipped some $50 billion 
in aid supplies to America’s 
allies during World War II.
In 1961, country singer Patsy 
Cline recorded the Willie 
Nelson song “Crazy” in 
Nashville for Decca Records. 
(The recording was released 
in October 1961.)
In 1963, martial law was 
declared in South Vietnam 
as police and army troops 
began a violent crackdown 
on Buddhist anti-govern-
ment protesters.
In 1983, Philippine oppo-
sition leader Benigno S. 
Aquino (beh-NEEG’-noh 
ah-KEEN’-oh) Jr., ending a 
self-imposed exile in the 
United States, was shot 
dead moments after step-
ping off a plane at Manila 
International Airport.
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Bannon was taken 
into custody around 7 
a.m. by the U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service on a 
150-foot luxury yacht 
called Lady May, which 
was off the coast of 

Connecticut, authorities 
said. The boat is owned 
by exiled Chinese bil-
lionaire Guo Wengui 
and currently for sale 
for nearly $28 million. 
According to Marine 
Traffic, a commercial 
tracking service, the ves-
sel’s transponder signal 
went dark on June 17, 
shortly after it departed 
a port in Connecticut en 

route to Miami, poten-
tially  indicating its 
beacon was inoperable 
or had been turned off.

A t  h i s  h e a r i n g , 
Bannon appeared by 
video. He rocked back 
and forth on a chair 
in a holding cell with 
h i s  l a w y e r s  o n  t h e 
telephone. The mag-
istrate judge approved 
Bannon’s release on $5 

million bail, secured by 
$1.75 million in assets.

Neither Bannon, nor 
his spokesperson or 
attorney responded to 
requests for comment 
Thursday. Kolfage did 
not respond either. Also 
charged were Andrew 
Badolato and Timothy 
Shea, the owner of an 
energy drink company 
called Winning Energy. 

BANNON
From Page A1

information officer for 
the Alamance-Burlington 
School System.

A video posted on 
Facebook shows anti-
Black racist comments 
posted in the “chat” sec-
tion of the Zoom class. 
“BLACK LIVES DON'T 
MATTER” was posted 
and there was heavy use 

of the “N-word” as well 
as other harsh and sexist 
language.

Teachers generally use 
the chat section to take 
questions from students 
and let them share ideas 
about class topics or just 
connect with classmates.

Zoom raiding or bomb-
ing has been a side effect 
of so many people using 
the online teleconferenc-
ing application to work 
from home, hold remote 
public meetings and reli-
gious services and remote 

classes since wide-spread 
quarantines started in 
March. Anyone with a 
link and password can 
get access to a conference 
call, and depending on 
the settings, say or post 
whatever they want.

At least one other 
s c h o o l  i n  t h e  a r e a 
reported similar inci-
dents as remote classes 
started this week.

“After an initial inves-
tigation, the principal 
contacted families of 
students in the class 

to notify them that the 
i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d , ” 
F a u l k n e r  w r o t e . 
"Students are reminded 
not to share their online 
links for any class ses-
sions with others and to 
report any unacceptable 
behavior or inappropri-
ate language to their 
teacher or to school 
administrators."

ABSS is still inves-
tigating, according to 
Faulkner, and working 
on better security for 
online classes.

ZOOM
From Page A1

one of the clusters of 
COVID-19. 

They're both scramb-
ing to get packed and 
head home.

"It's been crazy the last 
couple of months," Jacob 
Myers said. "But it's the 
n e w  n o r m a l .  W e ' v e 
stayed in our dorm, me 
and my suitemates, all 
day and every day, just 
swamped with work. 
We're quarantining here 
and only going out for 
food in the cafeteria."

Other clusters at UNC 
were concentrated at 
Ehringhaus and Hinton 
J a m e s  o n  t h e  s o u t h 
campus as well as the 
Sigma Nu fraternity 
house.

B o t h  b r o t h e r s  a r e 

healthy.
Caleb Myers was busy 

p a c k i n g  W e d n e s d a y 
afternoon.

"I am very disappointed 
that the university has 
decided to institute all 
remote learning for the 
forseeable future," Caleb 
Myers said. "However, I 
do definitely understand 
their choice given the cur-
rent circumstances here at 
Chapel Hill."

W h a t  d i s a p p o i n t s 
Tedman Myers the most 
is his sons not being able to 
enjoy the experience of the 
on-campus environment. 
UNC's roots run deep. Old 
East, built in 1793, became 
the first state university 
building in the United 
States.

That atmosphere is 
gone, at least for now.

"It's a difficult situa-
tion," Tedman Myers said. 
"I'm sure they're wanting 
to be there. As a parent, 

you want your child to be 
in school whether it's high 
school or college. You want 
them to experience the 
college life. It's just unfor-
tunate and disappointing."

Jacob Myers has missed 
out on a lot lately. He only 
got to play a few baseball 
games in his senior season 
and was off to a great start 
with a .375 batting average 
before the plug got pulled 
on high school athletics 
March 13. Then the rest of 
the school year was in front 
of a computer.

And now this. More 
coping.

"I'm very disappointed," 
he said. "Being here two 
weeks and then being 
sent home isn't what we 
expected. But it's the new 
reality that we face now. 
We'll get stronger from 
this."

Tedman Myers is mull-
ing the possiblity of getting 
an apartment for his sons 

so they can at least be
around Chapel Hill.

"They'll be home for a
little bit and at some point
we'll look at some potential
off-campus apartments.
We're not in any rush to
do anything. But we'd like
them to experience the
college town, the college
atmosphere."

Meanwhile, the learning
goes on — just in front of a
computer screen and no
Franklin Street or the Pit,
the popular hangout in
front of the UNC Student
Store.

"It will definitely be an
adjustment," Caleb Myers
said. "I will continue to
work as diligently as I can
on my academic courses."

Mike Duprez can be 
reached at (336) 249-
3981, ext. 218 or sports@
the-dispatch.com. 
Follow Mike on Twitter@
LexDispatch_md.

MYERS
From Page A1

System. COVID-19 forced 
the cancellation of that event 
and led to the event which 
took place during Monday 
night’s board meeting.

Public Information 
Officer Tim Moody pre-
sented the five finalists for 
the honor before the board. 
Superintendent Dr. Stephen 
Gainey spoke of the work of 
the finalists as he announced 
the winner. 

In addition to Fleetwood, 
the other finalists were Marti 
Langholtz from Archdale-
Trinity Middle School, 
Denise Nixon from Grays 
Chapel Elementary School, 
Rachel Henley from New 
Market Elementary School 
and Southwestern Randolph 
High School’s Jamie Kent. 

Fleetwood’s principal 
Shea Setzer Grosch praised 
her teacher, detailing how 
Fleetwood is not simply 
an educator who excels at 
enlightening and empow-
ering her students on the 

subject matter at hand, but 
reaches them on a much 
deeper, intense level. She 
sparks an energy daily in 
her class for students to 
develop a burgeoning pas-
sion for American History 
and a desire to learn it. She 
makes her students feel a 
part of the lessons and builds 
an infectious sense of worth 
that spills out of her class 
and goes with her students 
throughout the day.

“Magic might be the only 
term to explain what hap-
pens in Room 109 each day,” 
Grosch said. “Ms. Fleetwood 

has the ability to draw in 
each student and not just 
make them feel valued, but 
make them feel like they are 
the most important person 
in the world.”

Fleetwood has spent her 
entire career in the Randolph 
County School System, 
starting out at Southwestern 
Randolph and now at 
RECHS. 

“I am so grateful to the 
supportive, encouraging 
staff, teachers and prin-
cipals that have always 
supported me on this jour-
ney,” Fleetwood said. “I 

thank all of you — my home
school (RECHS) now, with
Shea and her staff, and
(Southwestern Randolph)
for how they taught me how
to be a teacher in my early
years. Those were some of
the most difficult. To Dr.
Gainey and the board, I
appreciate it so much.”

Fleetwood has developed 
her own style with American
History to reach and teach
her charges. Texts, music,
theatre and video are all
part of her wealth of plat-
forms to bring the topic
and the students together.
Grosch brought up the
show "Hamilton" and a
song from it in which the
juniors and seniors began
jumping, screaming and
dancing when it came on at
the Winter Dance or RECHS
prom. 

“ T h a t  i s  K a t h y 
Fleetwood,” she said. “She
teaches students to have
passion and to take a stand
for their beliefs.

“She inspires them to 
accomplish any goal they
set. On top of that, she gives
them the confidence to
achieve those goals.”

TOTY
From Page A1

Randolph Early College High School’s Kathy Fleetwood 
holds her plaque as the 2020 Randolph County School 
System’s Teacher of the Year. She was awarded the honor 
in an announcement and presentation during Monday 
night’s Randolph County Board of Education meeting. 
[TONY BOLICK]

Randolph County Schools System Superintendent 
Stephen Gainey announces the 2020 Randolph County 
Teacher of the Year Monday night. The fi ve fi nalists were 
presented to the board during its monthly meeting and 
Gainey presented the plaque to the winner. [TONY BOLICK]
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