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Six Syllable Types 

Syllable Type Definition Gesture 

Closed 

The pattern for the closed 
syllable type is 1 vowel 

letter followed by 1 or more 
consonants. 

Silent e 
The pattern for the silent-e 

syllable type is 1 vowel 
letter, followed by 1 

consonant, and a silent-e at 
the end. 

Open The pattern for the open 
syllable type is 1 vowel 

letter with no consonants 
following the vowel. 

Vowel Team 

The pattern for the vowel 
team syllable type is 2 or 
more letters side by side 
that represent the vowel 

sound.

Consonant -le 

The pattern for the 
consonant-le syllable type 
is any consonant letter, 
plus the letter l, and the 
vowel letter e at the end. 

Vowel -r 

The pattern for the vowel-r 
syllable type is 1 vowel 

letter immediately followed 
by the consonant letter r. 

H 4

Arkansas Department of Education 4



Steps	for	Reading	a		
Single	Syllable	Base	Word	

1. Identify	the	vowel(s).

2. Identify	the	syllable
type.

3. Read	the	vowel	sound.

4. Read	the	word.

Steps	for	Reading	a		
Multi-syllable	Word	

1. Are	there	any	affixes	(prefixes,	suffixes)?

2. Identify	the	vowels.

3. Identify	the	division pattern.

4. Divide.

5. Identify	the	syllable	types.

6. Read	each	syllable.

7. Read	the	whole	word.

8. Adjust	the	accent	or	place	of	division.

Steps	for	Reading	a	
Derivative		

1. Box	any	affixes	(prefixes,	suffixes).

2. Identify	the	vowel	in	the	base	word.

3. Identify	the	syllable	type.

4. Read	the	vowel	sound.

5. Read	the	word.

6. Read	the	suffix.

7. Read	the	whole	word.

Syllable	Division	Patterns	

VCCV	

VC	/	CV	 nap	kin,	mag	net,	vel	vet,	
un	til,	in	sist,	can	teen	

V	/	CCV	 se	cret,	fra	grant	

VCV	
V	/	CV	 si	lent,	o	pen,	u	nit	

VC	/		V	 rob	in,	riv	er,	sev	en	

VCCCV	
VC	/	CCV		 pil	grim,	chil	dren,	hun	dred,	

sur	prise,	com	plete,	im	ply	

VCC	/	CV		 pump	kin,	sand	wich	

VV	
V	/	V	 li	on,	qui	et,	du	et,	cre	ate	

H 5
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How To Teach Phonics - Decoding 

1. ​Review
● Letter/grapheme review with card deck

Teacher shows letter cards for those letters that have been 
taught.  Students tell the sound of each card. (P says /p/) 

● Practice blending with deck
○ As you review the sounds in the first part of the review, put the

cards into three piles.  Remember your spelling rules and pay
attention to which sounds are in each place. For example, don’t
put an x in the beginning pile.  Don’t put f,s,l, or z in the last
pile.  When you are finished sorting the cards (vowels are
usually placed in the middle stack) practice blending the sounds
together.  Put your hand over each sound and ask the students
to say each sound.  Then run your hand under the entire word
as they blend the sounds together to make a new word.

2. Introduce ​ ​New Skill
● Auditory​ Discovery

Teacher says three words that have the new sound; students echo
the words.   What sound do you hear in all of the words?
Where do you hear the sound? (beginning, middle, end)

● Visual ​Discovery
Teacher writes three words that contain the new sound. 
What letter or letters is making the sound? 

● Keyword
Use a key picture from core program or decide on one 
together. 

When you see ___, it is read___. 

3. Practice ​ reading words
Make sure words are decodable based on what you have already

H 6
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taught and contain the new skill. 

4. ​ Teach ​Irregular Words ​for decoding
● Say the word; ask students to say the word.
● Show the students the word.
● Teacher points to each word part and makes the sound.
● Based on what we know, does each part make the sound  you

would expect?
● Circle the parts that don’t make the expected sound.
● Use a phrase or sentence that includes words with the phonics

skills they are practicing as well as this irregular word.
● In small groups, practice reading irregular words in lists,

phrases and sentences.

5. ​Practice​ reading phrases and sentences

● Make sure phrases and sentences are decodable based on what you
have already taught and contain the irregular word.  As a scaffold,
you can give students a page of phrases and sentences and ask them
to search out and circle the irregular words that they have learned
to remind them that something makes an unexpected sound.

● In small groups, practice reading irregular words in lists, phrases and
sentences.

Arkansas Department of Education 7



Lesson​ ​Component Planned​ ​Instruction Time 

Decoding 

Review 
____Card​ ​deck​ ​review 
____Blending​ ​practice​ ​with 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​card​ ​deck 
____PA​ ​Warm​ ​Up 
____Letter/Alphabet​ ​Skill 
____Word​ ​analysis 
____Speed​ ​drills 

Introduce​ ​New​ ​Skill 
Auditory​ ​Discovery 
____Listen​ ​for​ ​sound/word 
____Pronunciation​ ​/Articulation 
Visual​ ​Discovery 
____Grapheme  
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Correspondence 
____Chunk​ ​or​ ​syllable 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Pattern 
____Prefix/Suffix 
____Key​ ​Word 

When​ ​you​ ​see​ ​____,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​read 
____. 

Practice​ ​Reading​ ​Words 
____Blend​ ​and​ ​read​ ​new 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Words 
____Sort​ ​words 
____Word​ ​chains 
____Word​ ​families 
____Speed​ ​drill 
____Immediate​ ​corrective 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Feedback 

Teach​ ​Irregular​ ​Word​ ​for 
Decoding 
____Analyze​ ​word​ ​by​ ​sound 
____Explicitly​ ​identify​ ​the  
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Irregular​ ​part 
____Practice​ ​reading 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​irregular​ ​words 

Practice​ ​Reading​ ​Phrases 
and​ ​Sentences 
____Preview​ ​new​ ​words 
____Guided​ ​oral​ ​reading 
____Choral​ ​reading 
____Partner​ ​reading 
____Guided​ ​silent​ ​reading 
____Retell/summarize 

H 7
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co ca co cu cl ca 
cr cu cr ca co cl 
cu cl ca cr cu co 

ci ce ce cy ci ce 
ce cy ci cy ce ci 
cy ci ce cy ce ci 

ci co ce ce ca cy 
ce ci co co cy ce 
ca ce ca cy ce cu 
co cu ci ci ca cu 

cite cent cart cup 
camp cyst cost city 
cans cell calf cede 

H 8Speed Drill Example
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Words and Sentences to Read

Set 1

see one they you are

rag lid dot hum bet

rich shop tack quit moth

dust step trip pond brag

Set 2

1. The cat hid in a box.

2. The fresh fish is still on the wet grass.

3. Six flat shells were in my bath.

Set 3

vop yud zin keb

shap thid chut weck

2

H 9

Arkansas Department of Education 10



© 2010 Really Great Reading®  •  Complimentary Version—Diagnostic Decoding Surveys

7

Diagnostic Decoding Surveys

126
Permission granted to purchaser of User’s Guide to copy for assessment purposes only. © 2008, Really Great Reading®Permission granted to purchaser of User’s Guide to copy for assessment purposes only. © 2008, Really Great Reading®

Examiner

Student

Grade Date Beginning
decodinG sURvey

recording form   DA

Real Words

Si
g

ht
 W

o
rd

s
C

V
C

 W
o

rd
s

D
ig

ra
p

hs
 &

 
Sh

o
rt

 V
ow

e
ls

Bl
en

d
s 

&
 

Sh
o

rt
 V

ow
e

ls
C

V
C

D
ig

ra
p

hs

No Try Sight
Word

1 see

2 one

3 they

4 you Sound 
Added or 
Omitted

Consonant Short
Vowel5 are Initial Final

6 rag NA
7 lid NA Consonant

Digraph:
ch, sh, ck, 

wh, th 

Letters qu

8 dot NA
9 hum NA

10 bet NA
11 rich NA NA
12 shop NA NA
13 tack NA NA
14 quit NA NA
15 moth NA NA Blend

16 dust NA NA
17 step NA NA
18 trip NA NA
19 pond NA NA
20 brag NA NA

Sentences (irregularly spelled sight words are in italics)

21–26    The    cat    hid    in   a    box.
NA NA

27–35 The    fresh    fish   is    still    on   the    wet    grass.

36–42 Six    flat    shells   were    in   my    bath.

Nonsense Words
43 vop NA NA NA
44 yud NA NA NA
45 zin NA NA NA
46 keb NA NA NA
47 shap NA NA NA
48 thid NA NA NA
49 chut NA NA NA
50 weck NA NA NA

Error Column Totals

No Try Sight
Word

Sound 
Added or 
Omitted

Initial Final Short
Vowel

Digraph & 
Letters qu Blend

Consonant

Error Grid

Words Read Correctly
(out of 50 total)

Observations
Check the appropriate boxes:

  Reads sound by sound, 
then blends word

  Possible b/d or b/p reversal

  Quick to 
guess

  Slow

Arkansas Department of Education 11
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A
d

van
ced

 D
eco

d
in

g
 S

u
rvey –  F

o
rm

 A

Words to Read

Set 1

fut shab thox

lutch phim gred

strob misp

Set 2

yume weag jaib

soam foom vawk

soid zout foy

fird gorf lerm

Set 3

kimplut gruckle slafnode

dirper panventic

Set 4

fantastic several attached

recognize lotion
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ADvAnceD
decodinG sURvey

recording form A

Nonsense Words

Error Grid

No Try
Sound

Added or 
Omitted

Consonant Short
Vowel

Consonant
Digraph:

sh, ch, th, ph 
Trigraph:
dge, tch

Initial Final

1 fut

2 shab NA

3 thox NA

4 lutch NA

5 phim NA Blend

6 gred NA

7 strob NA Advanced
Vowel

8 misp NA

9 yume NA NA NA

10 weag NA NA NA

11 jaib NA NA NA

12 soam NA NA NA

13 foom NA NA NA

14 vawk NA NA NA

15 soid NA NA NA

16 zout NA NA NA

17 foy NA NA NA NA

18 fird NA NA NA

19 gorf NA NA NA

20 lerm NA NA NA

Error Column Totals

No Try
Sound

Added or 
Omitted

Initial Final Short
Vowel

Digraph
& Trigraph Blend Advanced

VowelConsonant

V
ow

e
l +

 R
V

C
E

V
ow

e
l T

ea
m

s
O

ne
 S

yl
la

b
le

 &
 O

ne
 V

ow
e

l

Multi-Syllable Words

Nonsense Words Incorrect 
or No Try

21 kimplut

22 gruckle

23 slafnode

24 dirper

25 panventic

Multi-Syllable Nonsense Word Errors

Words Read Correctly (out of 30 total)

Real Words Incorrect 
or No Try

26 fantastic

27 several

28 attached

29 recognize

30 lotion

Multi-Syllable Real Word Errors

Observations
Check the appropriate 
boxes:

  Reads sound 
by sound, then 
blends word

  Possible b/d or 
b/p reversal

  Quick to guess

  Slow

Student

Date

Arkansas Department of Education 13
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How To Teach Phonics - Encoding 

1. ​Review

• Instant spelling practice - Teacher says a sound; students echo the
sound, names and writes the spelling(s) for the sound that have
been taught.

• ​Phoneme/grapheme mapping with previously learned sounds.
Teacher says a word, students map the sounds in boxes.

2. ​Introduce​ ​New Skill

● Auditory ​Discovery
○ Teacher draws Elkonin boxes on the board, then says the word;

students echo the word.
○ What are all the sounds in the word?   Teacher puts a small dot

at the bottom of each box as they segment the word.
● Visual ​Discovery

○ How do you spell each sound?  In the box, above each dot,
write the letter that makes each sound.

○ Practice writing the word.
○ When you hear ___, it is spelled___.

3. Practice ​writing words

Teacher dictates words so students can practice their encoding skills. 

4. Teach ​irregular words​ for encoding

● Say the word; ask students to say the word.
● Segment the sounds with ​manipulatives.
● Map the graphemes to phonemes, drawing attention to the parts

that are irregular.
● During daily phrase and sentence dictation, add this word for

practice.

5. ​Practice ​writing phrases and sentences.

Teacher dictates phrases and sentences that allow students to 
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practice their phonics skills to encode. 

ONE WAY TO USE MANIPULATIVES: 

○ Say the word.
○ Provide Elkonin boxes.
○ Add dots for sounds.
○ Show students the written word.
○ Ask students which grapheme is acting in an unexpected way.
○ Add a symbol above the box with the tricky sound to show that

it is tricky.
○ Write a grapheme in each box as you isolate the sound, skipping

the box with the tricky part.
○ Go back and explain how to spell the tricky part.

A SECOND WAY TO USE MANIPULATIVES: 

● Provide green and red chips for each student.

● Say the word.

● Students repeat the word.

● Ask students how many sounds they hear.

● For each sound, students put a green manipulative.

● Show and pronounce the written word.

● Ask students what is unexpected in the word.

● For the irregular part, students replace the green manipulative

with a red manipulative.

● Underline the irregular part with a red marker.  For students

who need more support, write the word with green letters

(regular) and red letters (irregular).
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Encoding 

Review 
____Instant​ ​spelling​ ​practice 
____Phoneme/Grapheme  
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​mapping​ ​of​ ​past​ ​skills 

Introduce​ ​New​ ​Skill 
Auditory​ ​Discovery 
____Sounds​ ​in​ ​the​ ​word 
____structure​ ​of​ ​the​ ​word 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​(syllables,​ ​morphemes) 
____​ ​Use​ ​word​ ​in  
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​meaningful​ ​context 
Visual​ ​Discovery 
____Phoneme/Grapheme 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Correspondence 
____Syllable​ ​type 
____Sort​ ​words​ ​by​ ​pattern 

When​ ​you​ ​hear​ ​____,​ ​it​ ​is 
spelled​ ​____. 

Practice​ ​Writing​ ​Words 
____Phoneme/Grapheme 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​mapping 
____Pound​ ​syllables 
____Tap​ ​sounds 
____Word​ ​chains 
____Immediate​ ​corrective 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​feedback 
____Dictation 

Teach​ ​Irregular​ ​Word​ ​for 
Encoding 
____Analyze​ ​words​ ​by  
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​sound 
____Explicitly​ ​identify​ ​the 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​irregular​ ​part 
____Map​ ​graphemes​ ​to 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​phonemes 
____Practice​ ​writing 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​irregular​ ​words 

Practice​ ​Writing​ ​Phrases​ ​and 
Sentences 
____Dictation​ ​phrases 
____Dictation​ ​Sentences 
____Frequent,​ ​distributed  
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​practice 
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Spelling Generalizations 
Sort the list of words and decide on a spelling 

generalization.  Are there common exceptions? 

1. What are 5 jobs of e?

give me wet drape 

nice probe love horse 

have bed he please 

make cute serve chance 

2. Which letters never end English words?

a h q i 

r v x u 

f j w o 

3. Why do some one syllable words spell the /k/ sound with
ck and some spell the /k/ sound with k?

lick soak rock leak 

tuck creak cheek neck 

sock squeak click black 

croak quack buck sleek
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4. Why do some one syllable words spell an ending /j/ sound 
with dge and some with ge? 

dodge wage sledge village 

fudge bridge cage judge 

huge plunge edge strange 

rage hinge range hedge 

 

 

5. Why do some one syllable words spell an ending /ch/ 
sound with tch and some with ch? 

munch latch smooch bench 

wretch pitch such botch 

welch clutch belch couch 

fetch which branch match 

 

 

6. Why is the /oi/ sound spelled sometimes with oi and 
sometimes with oy? 

boy boil coin joy 

voice oink toy choice 

spoil hoist soil moist 
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7. What is the floss rule? 

shall shell gas chess staff 

his glass jazz base stiff  

class mile gel dress buzz 
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