Exhibit 29.1
Sample Letter Proposal to a Corporation

	Nancy Owens, Executive Director

Nevada Power Foundation

1374 Chichester Highway

Spurks, NV 87999

Dear Ms. Owen:

     Your corporation’s support for the Nevada Student Success Fair and your $1 million contribution to the Power Our Students campaign speak louder than words of your concern and commitment to Nevada’s students and their success. The board, staff, and volunteers at Nevada Read by 3 share your values for education and tomorrow’s workforce.

     The latest surveys show Nevada leading the nation in unemployment (nearly 15 percent). In addition, our dropout rate before the current recession placed us in the lowest 20 percent of the U.S. With our recent 25 percent cut in education, our dropout rate has gotten worse. In a recent Las Vegas Sun article Clark County reported the fifth worst graduation rate in the U.S. at 44.5 percent. Experts agree that for recovery to take place in our state we need to access affordable power (your job) and an educated, qualified workforce (our job).

     An Alliance for Excellent Education study (funded by the MetLife Foundation) estimated that if Nevada’s 15,998 dropouts for the class of 2015 graduated with their class in 2014-2015 their estimated additional lifetime income would have been $4,159,568,400.
     Cutting the nation’s dropout rate in half would yield $45 billion annually in new federal tax revenue (Columbia University Report). When you compare the cost of dropouts to that of the government bail out of banks, financial institutions, the auto industry, and AIG, you find that all of this is still less than the economic cost of just five years of dropouts in the U.S.
     How can we break this chain and support both economic and educational change that results in high school completion? The Nevada Read by 3 program has an answer. We cannot impact all grades in all Nevada schools in three years. But we can implement a program that that has proven effective in K through 3. 

     Basically, the program 

· provides teachers with the training and materials they need to help students in K through 3 improve their reading scores, and

· only promotes those third grade early learners who read at the appropriate level.

     Many studies on dropouts cite inferior reading skills as one of the main causal factors. The program proposed by Nevada Read by 3 will provide Nevada teachers at four pilot schools, two urban and two rural, with instruction, materials, mentors, and volunteers to get all of their students to the appropriate reading level. Students who take part in this program will have less disciplinary action, truancies, and problems with the law as they advance to grades 4 through 12.


Exhibit 29.1 - Continued
	     We are uniquely suited to carry out this model project because we will be working under the guidance of a nationally recognized expert in the field, Dr. Tim Martin of the University of Nevada’s College of Education. Dr. Martin will lead our team as the Nevada Power Foundation provides the initial catalyst to demonstrate the change we need. Your phase one funding of $100,000 will provide the start up costs. In years two and three the participating schools will provide a match of 10 percent and 20 percent respectively. Our goal is to eventually have a self-sustaining program that is totally paid for by the schools.
     Your name will appear on all materials and on the “Read by 3 Tool Box”, as well as on software and all dissemination pamphlets. We have project cost analysis spreadsheets and full budget documentation available upon your request. We encourage you and your staff to contact Dr. Martin for any additional material and/or questions, or to arrange a site visit to our office. Dr. Martin can be reached at [telephone number] or [email address].

Sincerely,

Dr. Thomas Watkins, Executive Director

Nevada Read by 3




