
Week of May 18th - Earthworks is a style of art where the artist uses elements from the earth 
to make their art. They are usually site-specific and utilize native plants, rocks, etc. One of the 
earliest was created here in Ohio called Serpent Mound. It over 2000 years old! One of the 
most famous, more recent of these earthworks is Spiral Jetty by Robert Smithson from 1970 
located in Salt Lake, Utah (see image below). He moved tons of rock to create a massive spiral 
in the Great Salt Lake. 



Now, the thing about Earthworks is that they are exposed to the elements (wind, rain, ice, 
snow, heat, cold). Do you think that will change them? Absolutely! Spiral Jetty is still there 
today, but with rising water levels, there are only certain times you are able to see it. 

Challenge: Create your very own earthwork. Find a spot outside and gather natural elements 
from the surrounding area and create something. Your earthwork can be a design, or functional 
(house for a wild animal). Remember, earthworks are sculptural. That means it's 3D and you 
can walk around it and it will look different from every angle. To gain some further 
understanding and ideas, in the May 2020 archive, there is a PDF of some examples. Get 
outside, enjoy the warm weather, and make some cool earthworks! I can't wait to see them!


