Blacker’s Bulletin #23

Khan Academy: This week in math we will be working on two-step word

problems, reviewing polygons and taking a quiz. Let me know if you are having

any trouble connecting with our classroom on Khan Academy.

Distance Learning Packets: Our packets this week include a Reading Menu,

cursive practice pages, a graphic organizer for practicing the reading focus skill,
a leveled reader, a Daze passage and a vocabulary practice page. Again this week,

we will use the leveled reader for fluency practice and skill practice.

Fluency Practice: This means repeated reading out loud of the first section of the

text. Please read out loud with your student each day from the leveled reader,
pages two through five. Repeated reading of the same passage builds reading

fluency.

Skill Practice: This week we are practicing comparing and contrasting. This
means that we are telling how details or ideas are alike and different. Please
support your student with completing the venn diagram identifying details you

find in the leveled reader that are alike and different.

Homework

Khan Academy math assignments

Read leveled reader pages 2-5 each day out loud

Finish leveled reader at least once

Complete graphic organizer "Venn Diagram: Compare and Contrast"
Reading Menu 28

Daze #16

Vocabulary Spelling City Lesson 22 assignments
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9. Read at least 20 minutes each day
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SO0
VoL g 1
Name:
Practice 1
home
After playing in the dirt, Sam went | summer | to wash her hands.
was
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chair
On her way home, she | sleep an ice cream truck.
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The Invention of the Vacuum
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machine mess
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Il Lesson 22

Name Date BLACKLINE MASTER 22.7 |
Venn Diagram: Compare and Contrast | #*="crar." "
Graphic Organizer 14
Title Aescuing the Whooping Crane
Western Flock Both Eastern Flock

migrate
in North
America

Graphic Organizer 14 9 Grade 3, Unit5

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.



Lesson 22

BLACKLINE MASTER 22.4
Name Date ,

Flight of the Swall
Target Vocabulary N gy
Answer each question yes or no. Then tell why.
Vocabulary

migrate
survival
plenty
frightening
accidents
solid
chilly
landscape
thunderous
dramatic

1. Do people migrate when they go on vacation?

2. Do you need food and water for survival?

3. Does a woman with ten dogs have plenty of dogs?

4. Is seeing a school bus in front of a school frightening?

5. Could you have an accident playing baseball indoors?

6. Is ice more solid than water?

7. Will chilly weather make cliff swallows fly south?

8. Is a landscape painting a picture of a person?

9. Would you cover your ears around a thunderous noise?

10. Would you enjoy watching a dramatic rescue?

Target Vocabulary 6 Grade 3, Unit 5

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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Birds That Whoop

Whooping cranes get their names from their loud
whooping calls. These grand, graceful birds are snow-
white, with black-tipped wings and red faces. Reaching
heights of more than four feet, whooping cranes are
the tallest birds in North America. Thousands of
whooping cranes once flew over the North American
landscape. Their nesting regions were wet prairie
marshes in the United States and Canada. These areas
were drained as human settlers moved in. When the
whooping cranes lost their nesting grounds, most of
them died off.

After a while, only one flock of whooping cranes
remained. They spent winters along the Texas coast.
But by the 1930s, this flock had only about 15 birds.
That was when the U.S. government stepped in to set
up a safe area for them.

Male whooping cranes may have wingspans of 7 1/2 feet.
Females are slightly smaller.
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Western Whoopers

The government set up the Aransas National
Wildlife Refuge in Texas in 1937. Here, whooping
cranes could spend winters in a protected place.
During most years, they found plenty of shellfish,
frogs, and water plants to eat. Then, in spring, they
would migrate to their Canadian nesting grounds,
2,400 miles north.

When the autumn air turned chilly, and
solid ice formed on the northern wetlands, the
whooping cranes returned to Aransas. Over time,
the flock began to grow. By 2007, there were more
than 200 whooping cranes in the refuge.

Still, the whooping cranes faced many dangers.
In the air and on land, frightening accidents
happened. Birds crashed into power lines or cell
phone towers as they migrated. They struggled to
survive in thunderous storms. They became prey
for eagles or coyotes. Sometimes they also became
the target of hunters.

The whooping crane is one of the
rarest birds in North America.
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Captive Cranes

Wildlife experts thought it was extremely risky
to have just one group of wild whooping cranes left.
What if a disaster or a disease wiped out the whole
group? Whooping cranes would be gone forever. To
prevent that from happening, wildlife experts decided
to raise some birds separately.

Most wild pairs of whooping cranes raise only one
chick at a time, even if they lay two eggs. Scientists
took some of the extra eggs and raised chicks in
captivity. But when they grew up, these whooping
cranes never learned to migrate, which they needed to
do to survive.

Wildlife experts dreamed of a second migrating
flock of whooping cranes. This flock would migrate
in eastern North America. With two flocks, these
highly endangered birds might have a better chance
of survival.

Cranes do not have to be taught how to fly. They
do it by instinct. But they do have to be taught how
to migrate. Whooping cranes migrate because their
parents teach them how. The young cranes follow
the older parents. But for captive cranes, there are no

crane parents.




22.256367


18.311787


13.4268875


17.789326


The cranes’ human keepers came up with an
ingenious solution. They used imprinting, a natural
trait of all crane chicks. Immediately after whooping
cranes hatch from eggs, they will follow the first large
object they see. Usually, that large object is a bird’s
parent. For the whooping cranes born in captivity,
their human handlers “tricked” the chicks into
thinking the humans were their parents. It worked
like a charm.

A trainer in a white crane
suit works with a young
crane chick.
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Trick the Chick

How do you

“trick” a whooping
crane chick?

You dress like a
whooping crane, of
course! That's what the captive cranes’
handlers did. They put on white whooping
crane costumes. The young cranes think the
humans are their parents and follow the
disguised humans—everywhere.
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Once the cranes learned to follow humans
on the ground, the next step was to teach
them to follow humans while the cranes were
flying. Two Canadians, Bill Lishman and Joe
Dutff, solved this problem back in 1993.

Lishman and Duff had taught a flock
of captive Canada geese to fly behind very
small airplanes, called wltralight aircraft. An
ultralight carries just one or two people. It is
like a hang glider with an engine.

What'’s in an Ultralight?

wings
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Canadian geese follow an ultralight aircraft.

The two Canadians were able to lead the geese
from Ontario, Canada, to Virginia, on the east coast of
the United States. While they flew south, the Canada
geese actually “learned” the 400-mile migration route.
The Canadian men knew their method was successful
when the flock returned home in the spring on their
own—without a human to show the way.

The same approach also worked to teach
whooping cranes how to migrate.
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Go, Team!

After their success with the Canada geese,

Bill Lishman and Joe Dutff started a group called
Operation Migration. Their goal was to help captive
and wild whooping cranes learn to migrate in eastern
North America.

Since wild whooping cranes had pretty much
disappeared from eastern North America, any wild
cranes that were born there would not know how to
migrate. But thanks to Operation Migration, cranes
trained by humans could then teach migration routes
to other wild cranes.

= The map shows the route of the
Pk first Operation Migration journey.

l Necedah ationaI‘-_';n
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In 2001, Operation Migration and the rest of the
team made their first attempt at training whooping
cranes to migrate. They chose eight birds that were
raised in captivity. These whooping cranes set off
behind an ultralight flown by a human wearing a crane
costume. The aircraft played whooping crane calls
from a loudspeaker on the back of the aircraft.

The group set out from Wisconsin and flew south,
stopping to rest along the way. Seven of the whooping
cranes made it to their wintering grounds in Florida.
The journey covered more than 1,200 miles. Five of
the whooping cranes survived the winter. Then, in the
spring, these birds made it back to Wisconsin, much as

the Canada geese had done—on their own.
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The team happily planned more journeys.
Each year, a new group of whooping cranes
learned to follow ultralight planes on the same
migration route.

Scientists then placed a new group of

whooping crane chicks among the birds that

returned to Wisconsin. Those chicks followed
the experienced whooping crane adults to learn
the migration route. The young cranes were now
learning to migrate from older whooping cranes.

12
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These two whooping crane chicks with their parents were the
first to hatch in the wild in many years.

In 2006, two eastern whooping crane chicks
hatched in the wild. They were the first wild
whooping cranes born in eastern North America in
more than 100 years. One of these chicks survived
and followed its parents as they migrated south that

winter. An eastern whooping crane had learned to
migrate in the wild without human help. Operation
Migration’s system worked!
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A Dramatic Comeback?

It’s an exciting story. But how will it end?
Hopeful experts think that there might be 125
whooping cranes in Wisconsin by 2020, including

25 nesting pairs. If that happens, whooping cranes
will no longer be endangered. What a dramatic
comeback that would be!

Thanks to groups like Operation Migration, the whooping
crane has a fighting chance to make a comeback.

14 f
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Responding

m Compare and Contrast

How are the western and eastern flocks of
whooping cranes alike? How are they
different? Copy the diagram below.
Complete it to show how the two flocks are
different by adding details from the book.

Western Both Eastern
Flock Flock

migrate
in North
America

\Write About It

Text to World What if there were suddenly
no more animals? Write two paragraphs
describing what the world would be like.
Use exact words in your description.
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’ TARGET VOCABULARY

accidents migrate
chilly plenty
dramatic solid
frightening survival
landscape thunderous

XPAND YOUR VOCABULARY

captive flock
captivity instinct
endangered nesting grounds

m Compare and Contrast Tell

how details or ideas are alike and different.

WL G 9 Visualize As you read, use

selection details to picture what is happening.

GENRE Informational text gives factual
information about a topic.
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