Encouraging Children's Interest through hobbies and collections
Stamps, Coins, Rocks, Baseball cards, Toys, Comics, Characters, etc.
1. Encourage kids to start small, inexpensive collections. Teach them how to display and care for their collectibles when they get back home.

2. Let kids look through books on collectibles that interest them, or topics that interest you. 

The earliest collection I remember accumulating was a group of miniature porcelain dog figurines including Dalmatians,sheep dogs, dachshunds, German shepherds and a host of others. The mother dogs with puppies were my favorites. With a nickel here and a dime there, or maybe a quarter for a whole dog family, my hobby kept me entertained for quite some time with very little cash output. 

Later on, I collected Snoopy items of all kinds and then I moved on to candles as a pre-teen. My candle collection consisted of everything from a realistic looking Popsicle to a cartoon-like hamburger, all made of wax. It was an unusual collection, but one that I enjoyed displaying in my room. 

In addition to having fun, as children grow groups of objects they learn to take care for them, display them, research them and budget their allowance to buy more. 

Collections can mirror a child's personal interests or historical topics they learn about in school. Other times accumulations just kind of happen over time. Being naturally inquisitive, children tend to hone in on things adults may not notice. 

Collecting online can be entertaining for children. Research can be done on most any collectible item, old or new, and collections can be grown as well. It's thrilling for a child to receive a package containing a collectible item in the mail, but buying online should always be supervised by an adult. 

As budding collectors they start to develop life skills early -- money management, how to take care of their treasures and it's not uncommon for a little bit of history lesson to be thrown in. Best of all they don't even realize they are learning so much! 

You'll soon discover that kids can be drawn to all sorts of items, not necessarily just toys, comics and characters. Like an adult, it's not uncommon for a kid to be interested across the board and collect about anything, like Andy's keys or noted Christmas designer Larry Fraga who started collecting glass ornaments when he was seven years old! It doesn't matter what it is -- if they love it and it's not harmful (or too costly), let them make their own choices. 

Ask other collectors to "share" their items with the kids by giving them a tour of the collection and allowing them to touch (carefully) and ask questions. One tin toy collector that sets up at a local toy show always lets the kids touch his toys and shows them how they work, as well as always giving them some background. The kids can't afford his toys but they sure love to look at them! 

When the kids start getting interested in collecting a particular item, find out if a club exists for their new passion. Although a local organization would be best, many organizations are now online. Find out if they accept younger members and more about their shows and conventions. 

Vacation Collectibles:

Mom would buy a set of salt and pepper shakers from every state the family traveled through. There would be oranges or alligator sets from Florida, a cactus set from Texas, Indians from Arizona to a potato set from Idaho. 

If Dad wanted something, he could always pick up a shot glass or ashtray from each state and tourist attraction to display in the basement rec room. 

Some folks would make it a mission to buy a window decal for the back of the wagon from each state. Or they would collect the State plates and line them up on their kitchen cabinets, proudly proclaiming the many trips and locations the family had visited. Again, the goal would be to have a complete set of all the states or as many as possible. 

Spoons were another popular collectible, (Singer Meat Loaf collects them!) as well as thimbles from different states, and the cheapest of all souvenirs --the matchbook. 

Kids would want something too, and what better to while away the time in the back seat than shaking and re-shaking those little plastic snow domes. So what if it didn't snow on the cactus in the desert, they were still cool looking even if they weren't meteorologically correct. 

As you can see, it doesn't matter what you start collecting. Just get started!

