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JJMO Enriches NMPS Students and Community 

 

The John J. McCarthy Observatory (JJMO) is an astronomical 

observatory open to the public that works very closely with teachers   

of New Milford Public Schools to further science education in our dis-

trict. Observatory volunteers host class visits, invite 

students to participate in events and research, and 

visit classrooms to present information on a variety  

of topics ranging from meteorites to their annual 

ñBug-O-Ramaò presentations at Hill and Plain and 

Northville Schools. NMHS Science teacher Danielle 

Ragonnet, who is also on the Observatoryôs Advisory 

Board, gives an update on recent happenings below: 

 

New Milford High School freshman science 

classes have been visiting the Observatory 

over the last few weeks to tour the facilities 

and learn about meteorites. Meteorites are 

pieces of rock and metal that come from 

space and fall through Earthôs atmosphere 

as meteors, also known as shooting stars, 

and land on the surface. These space rocks are valuable to scientists 

because they provide information about what the early solar system 

was like, and scientists have used them to calculate the age of our own 

planet. Ninth graders had an opportunity to view and even hold some 

meteorite samples in their hands during their visits. JJMO has an    

extensive meteorite collection that catalogs some of the most famous 

meteorite falls and finds in the world, as well as a state of the art teach-

ing microscope so you can get an up close and personal look at their 

beautiful structure. 

 

The Observatory is a valuable resource, not 

just for science classes, but for many other 

disciplines as well. Last month, Amy Bra-

zauskiôs English classes visited the Observa-

tory to learn about the astronomical refer-

ences that are included in The Odyssey. They learned about circumpo-
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lar constellations (constellations that are visible from the northern hemisphere all year 

long, including Ursa Major) and even discussed the possibility that the solar eclipse of    

1178 BC was the event that marked Odysseusô return home. 

 

JJMO hosts monthly open house events called ñSecond Saturday Starsò. These events take 

place on the second Saturday evening of every month and are open to the public. Each 

monthôs open house includes an informative presentation on current astronomy topics, 

viewing from multiple telescopes (weather permitting) and refresh-

ments at no cost to the attendees. If you are interested in learning 

more, JJMO also offers small group visits, training on the use of the 

telescopes and opportunities for research for students and adults.     

 

The Observatory is located on the campus of New Milford High 

School and its mission is to further science literacy for both students 

and adults of the Western Connecticut region. All are welcome to 

come and learn more about the universe and our place within it. 

 

For more information about the JJMO, or to schedule a visit, go to 
www.mccarthyobservatory.org  

NMHS Hosts Annual Instant Decision Week 

 

NMHS held its annual Instant Decision Week from December 2-6. Admission representa-

tives from seven colleges were on hand to meet with seniors, review applications, and give 

an answer, yes or no, regarding admission, eliminating the nerve-wracking wait for an      

answer in the spring.   

 

This yearôs participating colleges were Central Connecticut State University, Iona College, 

Mercy College, Naugatuck Valley Community College, Southern Connecticut State Universi-

ty, University of New Haven and Western Connecticut State University. 

 

Representatives reviewed 111 student applications, with 100 accepted to the school to which 

the student applied - a 90% acceptance rate. Congratulations seniors! 
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óTis the Season for Kindness 

Our New Milford Public Schools staff, students, and parents are generous in spirit 

and deed throughout the year, but especially so during the holiday season. Community   

service takes many forms, some as school-wide initiatives, others from particular clubs or 

grades. Initiatives include everything from the Santa Fund in the youngest grades to the 

Star Project at the high school. All grades collect winter clothing to ñWarm Hands, Warm 

Heartsò and spread ñWarmth from Head to Toeò. At SNIS, students are writing letters and 

designing art work for nursing homes. Choruses are serenading our seniors. Schools are  

also hosting pajama/flannel days where staff and students make a donation to the CT     

Childrenôs Medical Center in exchange for wearing the comfy clothes to school. Take a look 

below to see a sample of the kindness in action. 


