
kathleen.downing@dcsms.org 

Hey everyone! First I want to say how happy I am to be able to hear from all of you and 
communicate with all of you again. I’ve missed everyone while on maternity leave! While I had 
hoped that I would be able to see you in person soon, show you pictures of the baby, and get 
back in a routine, I am thankful we have a channel of communication via the internet. We should 
be thankful for this because a lot of people, including counties in MS and even people within 
Desoto County, don’t have that luxury.  
 
As far as what’s going on in the world, I can’t give advice. These are uncharted waters for our 
generations, and I’m not a medical professional by any means, so I won’t tell you what you 
should and shouldn’t do. I can say that I have been practicing social distancing and our house is 
quarantining. My husband and I have to think of others, our parents who have medical 
conditions, our nieces and nephews, as well as ourselves and our sweet Evelyn. I hope that you 
are thinking of your family too as you go out into the world whether by necessity or not.  
 
While the world is upside down right now, I hope you are finding some entertainment that isn’t 
TikTok. I’m hoping through these next weeks with our art assignments we can come up with 
some creative ways to spend time. I am aware that not everyone has paint and brushes at the 
house. I’m going to try and make every lesson doable with even just a pencil and a piece of 
paper.  
 
To get down to business:  

- We will start on WEDNESDAY. Yes, in two days.  
- I have set up a Microsoft Teams for our Painting classes. There is one combined online 

class for both 1st and 2nd Block. There I will post the assignments, their due dates, and 
any other materials. You can write me notes, questions, even chat with the class. This is 
your school appropriate warning I love to give so much: keep it classy in the chat.  

- To access Microsoft Teams, you can download the app on your phone (highly suggested). 
You can also access it from any computer. You are going to turn in work by taking a 
picture and sending it to me under assignments.  

- YOU WILL NEED ACCESS TO YOUR SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESS AND 
PASSWORD. Here’s the link to DC Middle’s website. They do a great job of explaining 
how to get to your email back and what passwords should be. If you have any problems 
beyond that please email me. You have to have your email for ALL of your classes. I 
will send an invitation to the team to your school email. I can get you your lunch number 
if you don’t know it.  

https://dcm.desotocountyschools.org/dcmstechpage  
- I will communicate as much as possible with yall. I will also upload the prompts 

to my teacher website if you’re having issues with Microsoft Teams. 

https://dcm.desotocountyschools.org/dcmstechpage

