PLOT AND THEME
THINGS TO REMEMBER
· What happens in a story’s beginning, middle, and ending is called the plot. They way characters fell can affect how they act, and their actions make up the plot.
· The theme of a story is the story’s “big idea,” or what we learn from the story. Ask yourself, “What did the characters in the story learn?”

HOW IS IT ASKED? Plot
· How did the story end?

· At the beginning of the story…?

· How did the story begin?

· What happened at the end of the story?

· What happened at the beginning of the story?

· When did ___ happen?

· What did ___do at the end of the story?

· What do you think will happen next?
HOW IS IT ASKED? Theme
· What could be another name for this story?

	Story Title:

	Characters
	Setting
	Plot

	
	
	beginning

	
	
	middle

	
	
	end




PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
THINGS TO REMEMBER
· We can use what we already know to draw conclusions about the theme.

· Active readers use what they know to understand a story and its plot. Look at eh title and pictures of the story. Ask, “What do I think this will be about? Do I know anything about this story?”
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