
 

Welcome to our first grade class!   
My classroom goal is to provide a safe, nurturing environment that meets individual needs and 
promotes a foundation for life-long learning.  In our classroom, students will be empowered to 
take the initiative, think for themselves, and assume responsibility for their own learning and 
actions.  I look forward to a great year of learning and growing with my students.  It is my hope 
that this packet will provide some of the answers to your questions about the practical and 
academic sides of first grade. 
 
*Meet the Teacher 
I moved here with my family in junior high when my father was stationed at Maxwell AFB with the 
Air Force. After graduating from Prattville High School in 1996, I attended and graduated from 
Troy State University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education in 2000.  I married my 
husband, David, the next week.  My first year teaching was spent in 4th grade in Columbus, GA.  
We moved back home, where I taught kindergarten for five years at Autaugaville School.  .I 
earned my Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education from Auburn University at Montgomery 
in 2006.  I came to Daniel Pratt to teach first grade in 2006, and have been here ever since.  I 
love this job!!!  I enjoy teaching and watching your children grow.     
 
I have two children, Hannah, a ninth grader, and Emma, a seventh grader.  Hannah is attending 
Prattville High and Emma is attending Prattville Junior High.  Most of our family lives here in 
Prattville, including my parents, in-laws, and my husband’s grandparents!  In my “spare” time, I 
love to spend time with my family and dog, read, and go to church and choir. 

 
*Grading System* 
One of the biggest differences between first grade and kindergarten is that the students are given 
grades on tests and daily assignments.  The students will be given a grade for Reading, Language 
Arts, and Math. 
The scale is below: 
100-90  A 
89-80  B 
79-70  C 
69-60  D 
59 and below F 
Any papers labeled with a “D” or “F” will be signed and returned.  Daily papers (papers that are not 
put in the gradebook) will be checked as a class or marked with a smiley face. 
*Students must pass READING AND MATH with a yearly average of 60 or higher in order to be 
promoted to second grade. 
*Handwriting, Science, and Social Studies will be given grades of S, N, or U, like in kindergarten. 
  
*HOMEWORK* 
Homework will be placed in your child’s folder each week.  The reading homework will be due each 
Friday and math homework will have a due date written on it. 
 
*MANAGEMENT PLAN* 

Our rules are: 
Listen the first time. 

Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself. 
Respect others and your school. 

Follow directions quickly. 
Be safe and be honest. 



 

We will be using Class Dojo this year! I will send you an invite to login and view your child’s 
behavior.  We will still mark colors in the folder each day, as the points they earn (or have taken 
away) will equate to a color on the chart.   Information can be found in your folder from Supply 
Drop Off Day. 
 
*BEE (Bring Everything Everyday) BINDERS* 
Your child will come home with their BEE Binder each day.  The first thing in the binder will be a 
zipper pouch that you will use to send any money or notes to me.  This way, I will be able to see 
through the pouch.  Anytime you send something to school, please remind your child to give it to 
me.  I will do my best to check the zipper pouches, but they can get overlooked.  I will label each 
pocket of the binder with “Left at Home” and “Bring Right Back”.  “Left at Home” will contain 
checked papers or information meant to stay at home.  “Bring Right Back” will contain anything 
that should be read, signed, and returned to school.  I will add items in page protectors to the 
binder as we progress through the year.  First will be the behavior chart.  Your child will mark 
his/her folder each day with the appropriate color.  I will mark on any day when there was a 
behavior problem.  If your child does have a problem that day, you can log into Class Dojo to 
view why the points were taken away.  Please initial the chart each day.  It is extremely important 
to check the binder daily.  
 
*TIMELY TIPS FOR THE FIRST WEEK* 
1.  Yellow Transportation Tags: The students will need to wear bus tags the first week of school.  
These were in the folder from supply drop off.  Please pin these to your child’s book bag.  Please 
be sure to indicate whether they are a walker, car rider, bus rider, or day care van rider. 
2.  Bus questions should be directed to the Transportation Office. 
3.  Written notification is required for ANY transportation change. 
 
*MISCELLANEOUS  INFORMATION* 
* I must have all money labeled in an envelope.  Due to past issues with “loose money”, I cannot 
accept unlabeled money.  If you don’t have an envelope, a labeled plastic baggie or folded sheet 
of paper will be fine.  “Junk mail” envelopes come in handy for this, also. 
* PLEASE LABEL EVERYTHING.  Place your child’s name on his tote bag, lunchbox, and all outer 
garments.  Many nice clothing items remain in our Lost & Found and are donated to charity 
because we cannot locate owners! 
* SNACK: You may choose to send money each day for snack in a sealed and labeled envelope.  No 
checks are accepted and I am not permitted to keep money in the room overnight. $1.50 is plenty 
for one juice and one snack.  Please help your child decide prior to the school day and label your 
envelope. I will send a menu for you to keep at home.  If you choose to send a snack from 
home, please do not send glass containers or carbonated beverages.  
- Please send a filled water bottle to school daily, as we will not be able to use the water 
fountains.  I would suggest a thermos type with a lid that they can pop open easily.  If possible, I 
would prefer for them not to have a screw top or plastic water bottle.  They tend to be difficult 
to close correctly. 


