
CLASS NAME: 8th Grade English 

TEACHER:  Martha Gresham 

WEEK OF: April 6-10 
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Dear Students, 

 I miss you more each week.  I hope all of you are staying safe and look forward to the end of the 

quarantine.  This week, I want you to continue adding to your journals that we started to document this 

historical event we are living first hand.  Your journal entries you have sent me have been wonderful, 

and I am so proud of you for doing your assignments.   

 I want us this week to think about poetry.  As Robert Frost once said, “a poem begins in delight 

and ends in wisdom,” A poem is another way of expressing one’s thoughts, feelings, emotions, and 

ideas.  I have listened to more music than ever during the quarantine, and hope you realize that songs 

are just one form of poetry.  Poems have a voice that speaks to the reader in a variety of ways.  So this 

week for one of your journal assignments to turn in, I want you to write a poem about Covid-19.  You 

can pick any area that you wish to write about.  The fear, the quarantine, the death, the isolation, 

anything. 

Assignment 1.  The poem needs to be to 2 stanzas, each 4 lines long following the ABAB rhyming 

pattern.  Lines 1 & 3 will rhyme and lines 2 & 4 will rhyme.  I am giving you two examples.  One by 

Richard Peck, the 2nd by me.  I want you see that I too am keeping my own journal of this time. I am not 

a published author, but poetry is a fun way to remember things. 

Poem examples 

From “The Geese”           “The Quarantine” 

By Richard Peck           By Martha Gresham 
 
My father was the first to hear    I remember the day all too clear 
The passage of the geese each fall.   The announcement to stay HOME. 
Passing above the house so near   The world seemed so full of fear 
He’d hear within his heart their call.   Being told no more, could we freely roam. 
 
And then at breakfast time he’d say:           We sat at home away from school 
“The geese were heading south last night,”          missing our sports, church, and friend. 
For he had lain awake til day.            Praying the world would heed this rule; 
Feeling his earthbound soul take flight.           So our lives could return, and Covid-19 end. 
 
Assignment 2 
Your second assignment is any entry of your choice.  You could do an illustration for your poem, a 
regular journal entry, a second poem, a drawing illustrating your feelings about all of this, Easter during 
quarantine, a response to a news article you read or something you saw on the news that affected you 
in some way, any entry…Just be sure to include the date for each entry.  Continue adding entries each 
day as you feel led. 
 
Finally, please try to read something each day.  Find a good book, a magazine, anything.  Just continue to 
read something for at least 15 minutes daily. 
 
I miss you all.  I look forward to seeing what you come up with this week.  YOU CAN DO THIS!!!  I can 
hear a few moans from here.  LOL.      Hang in there! 
        Mrs. M. Gresham 


