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Today’s Prayer

Dear Lord, teach us to love one 
another as You have loved us.

Amen.
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TODAY
Partly cloudy

54°/31°

SUNDAY
Sunny

51°/32°

MONDAY
Clouds breaking

51°/32°

S P O R T S  |  B 1

BEST SEAT IN 
THE HOUSE
Photographer marks 40 
years on Tobacco Road

S P O R T S  |  B 1

SEARCHING FOR 
ANSWERS
Tar Heels remain mired in 
disastrous losing streak

By Larry Penkava
The Courier-Tribune

ASHEBORO — Randolph 
Health has applied for a $20 
million loan through a state 
program to save struggling 
rural hospitals, according to 
a press release.

The local hospital has been 
in financial difficulties the 
past few years related to 
rising costs and inadequate 
reimbursements. It has been 
feared that Randolph Health 
could close without financial 
assistance or takeover by a 
larger organization.

During the past year, the 

NC Senate drew up a plan, 
passed by the House of 
Representatives, to offer 
loans to rural hospitals, par-
ticularly Randolph Health. 
That plan is called the Rural 
Health Stabilization Program, 
which offers up to $20 million 
in loans.

During a public hearing on 
Nov. 21, the Randolph County 
Board of Commissioners 
heard overwhelming sup-
port from the community to 
save the hospital by apply-
ing for such a loan, with the 
county as the loan holder. 
Commissioners said that if a 
loan application is approved, 

there would be another 
public hearing on whether 
the county would actually 
accept the loan. At the time, 
the second public hearing was 
suggested for February, but 
now it’s been pushed back 
until sometime in the spring, 
according to County Manager 
Hal Johnson.

Following is the press 
release from Randolph Health:

Randolph County, in col-
laboration with Randolph 
Health, has submitted an 
application to UNC Health 
Care for consideration to 

Randolph Health announces application for $20M loan

By Larry Penkava
The Courier-Tribune

TRINITY — It was the Roaring ’20s 
Thursday night at the Archdale-Trinity 
Chamber of Commerce annual meeting 
at Colonial Country Club.

Beverly Nelson, chamber president, 
said the theme is “our hope for 2020 that 
we’ll roar into this decade in a business 
environment that is more than friendly, 
a decade that promises growth and suc-
cess in your business, our community 
and our chamber.”

The highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of the annual community 
awards by Jane Liebscher, president/
CEO of United Way of Greater High 
Point. She serves on committees for 
both the High Point and Archdale-
Trinity chambers of commerce.

• The Duke Energy Advocacy/Quality 
of Life Award was presented by Lisa 
Parrish of Duke Energy to Zeb Holden, 
city manager of Archdale. Since he was 
at Disney World in Orlando, Fla., he 

Archdale-Trinity Chamber 
presents annual awards

Dr. Robert Shackleford, president of Randolph Community College, receives the Bert 
Lance-Stone Lifetime Achievement Award at the Archdale-Trinity Chamber of Commerce 
annual awards banquet Thursday. [PAUL CHURCH/THE COURIER-TRIBUNE]

Randolph Health has applied for a state loan as part of a process to 
maintain health care in Randolph County. [PAUL CHURCH / THE COURIER-

TRIBUNE]

New board room 
named in honor of
former Randolph 
County Commissioner 
Phil Kemp

By Larry Penkava
The Courier-Tribune

A S H E B O R O  —  T h e 
Randolph County Tourism 

Development Authority 
Board of Directors met 
Wednesday for the first time 
at the 500 Albemarle Road 
office building.

Home to the TDA and the 
Heart of North Carolina 
Visitors Bureau, the new 
office houses six of the 
TDA’s 16-member staff 
and features a new board 

of directors meeting room 
(where monthly TDA meet-
ings will be held), on-site 
parking and outdoor sig-
nage space. The TDA moved 
from its office at the Historic 
1909 Courthouse on Worth 
Street.

“We’re really excited but 
there’s more work to be 
done,” said CEO Tammy 

O’Kelley. She said the new 
location offers closer park-
ing and it’s easier to get in 
and out.

After a brief tour of the 
facility, the TDA board 
voted to name the board 
room the Phillip Douglas 
Kemp Meeting Room after 

Tourism board meets in new offi  ce

See CHAMBER,  A7

See TOURISM,  A6

See LOAN,  A8

By Lisa Mascaro, Eric 
Tucker and Zeke Miller
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON 
— Democratic House pros-
ecutors launched their final 
arguments Friday at Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial 
accusing the president of
laboring to cover up his 
actions with Ukraine that 
finally led to the charges now
against him.

“President Trump tried to 
cheat. He got caught. And 
then he worked hard to cover it 
up,” said Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
of New York. He told the sen-
ators there’s a “toxic mess at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue” 
and it’s up to Congress to try 
to “clean it up.”

As Democrats pressed 
their case before skeptical 
Republican senators for a third 
day, the president’s legal team 
was preparing its defense, 
expected to start Saturday. 
Trump, eyes on the audience 
beyond the Senate chamber, 
bemoaned the schedule in a 
tweet, saying “looks like my 

Democrats 
say Trump 
‘got caught’ 
on Ukraine, 
covered up

See TRUMP,  A8

  Hardin’s Furniture is La-Z-Boy’s Oldest Independent Dealer In North Carolina

COLLEGE

Ask about our 12 month no interest financing plan  VISIT US AT: www.hardinsfurniture.com – OR – “LIKE” US ON      .   Ask

 HARDIN’S FURNITURE
(336)672-0344

La-Z-Boy
–Recliners Starting As Low As–

$359.00
Wide variety of styles and colors with 

the comfort and quality you expect from La-Z-Boy. 
Genuine top grain leather.  High Endurance Performance fabrics. 

Over 100 chairs in stock for immediate delivery.
*Prices vary with styles and fabrics
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accepted the honor by a 
video hookup.

H o l d e n ,  P a r r i s h 
s a i d ,  h a s  a d v o c a t e d 
for Creekside Park, is 
involved in the A-T 
Chamber and A-T Rotary 
Club and volunteers as a 
coach for youth sports. 
“He is widely known 
throughout our commu-
nity for his friendliness, 
measured responses and 
a genuine desire to reach 
consensus and solutions,” 
said Parrish.

• The Humanitarian
Award was given to Pastor 
Mark Culler and his wife, 
Tammy, for their efforts 
to help those with various 
forms of addiction. With 
the help of their church, 
Poplar Ridge Friends 
Meeting,  the couple 
established Celebrate 
Recovery, a faith-based 
program designed to 
help people struggling 
with high anxiety, co-
dependency, compulsive 
behaviors, sex addiction, 
financial dysfunction, 
drug and alcohol addic-
tions, eating disorders 
and other addictions.

Mark Culler, himself a 
recovering addict,  said 
he found help and treat-
ment in a larger city but 
realized that rural areas 
had no such resources. 
That led the Cullers to 
form Celebrate Recovery 
through Poplar Ridge 
Friends, providing lead-
ership to minister to more 
than 100 victims of addic-
tion in three years.

• The Extra Mile Award 
went to Jocelyn Moon, 
hired in 2015 to a new 
position — marketing 
and program coordinator 
for the City of Archdale 
Parks and Recreation 
Department.

A member of several 
community organiza-
tions and service clubs, 
Moon has created a strong 
social media presence and 
has grown and improved 
many of the department’s 
special events.

According to her super-
visor, Brian Coldfelter, 
“Jocelyn truly enjoys 
working with the public 
and always does so with 
a smile on her face. Her 
commitment of organiz-
ing and providing family 
fun events for the com-
munity is noteworthy.”

• The Youth of the Year 
Award was presented to 
Alex Dutterer, a senior at 
Wheatmore High School, 

ranked second in his class 
with a 4.54 GPA.

D u t t e r e r  w a s  r e c -
ognized for both his 
academic and athletic 
p r o w e s s .  H e  s e r v e s 
a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
B e t a  C l u b ,  a t t e n d e d 
Governor’s School and 
is on track to be an AP 
Scholar with honors. A 
multi-sport athlete, he 
continued to support his 
football teammates last 
year after an injury side-
lined him. Because of his 
commitment and lead-
ership, he was named by 
the Wheatmore staff as a 
Senior of Valor.

• The Youth Advocate
A w ard was giv en to 
Jandra Dillon, a Trinity 
High School teacher who 
leads the DECA program.

In 2014, Dillon began 
directing a new pro-
gram called Academy of 
Hospitality and Tourism 

at THS to provide students 
with career direction and 
experience. The success 
of the program resulted 
in the academy earning 
the highest certification 
in the national DECA 
organization. The pro-
gram has graduated 57 
students, has completed 
40 120-hour intern-
ships and awarded four 
scholarships.

Dillon makes a point in 
involving her students in 
real-world experiences 
such as the chamber’s 
annual golf tournament. 
She tells the story of the 
academy to local busi-
nesses and professionals, 
making the program vis-
ible in the community.

• T h e  M e m b e r /
Business of the Year 
Award went to Luke 
Hollingsworth, owner of 
Holly Ridge Golf LInks.

The outgoing chair of 

the chamber is credited 
with an insightful and 
analytical review of pro-
grams and processes that 
has positioned the cham-
ber on a path to efficiency 
and accomplishment. 
His focus has been on 
improving the quality and 
experience of chamber 
members.

Hollingsworth gener-
ously supports chamber 
events by hosting fund-
raisers at Holly Ridge 
and allows his staff to 
assist with planning and 
development. His man-
agement of a tourism 
asset has made him an 
important voice for the 
northwestern corner of 
the county on the Tourism 
Development Authority 
Board of Directors.

• The Bert Lance-Stone 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award honored the con-
sistent volunteerism and 

service of Dr. Robert 
Shackleford, president 
of Randolph Community 
College.

Shackleford’s resume 
includes service with 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h 
as Randolph Health, 

R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y 
S c h o o l  S y s t e m ’ s 
A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l , 
t h e  N C  C o m m u n i t y 
College System, the 
N C  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e 
Presidents, Randolph 
Rotary Club and New 
Salem United Methodist 
Church.

H e  h a s  b e e n  r e c -
ognized as  the 2010 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award from the School of 
Environmental Sciences 
at UNC-Greensboro, the 
2011 Asheboro/Randolph 
Chamber of Commerce 
Citizen of the Year, the 
2012 John  Baggett Award 
from the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness, and the 
2013 President of the Year 
Award from the NC State
Board of Community 
Colleges.

CHAMBER
From Page A1

Archdale-Trinity Chamber Board Member Kim Cates holds a phone facetiming with Zeb 
Holden, Archdale city manager who was at Disney World in Florida, as he was awarded 
the Duke Energy Advocacy/Quality of Life Award. [PAUL CHURCH/THE COURIER-TRIBUNE]

Pastor Mark Culler and his wife, Tammy, receive the Humanitarian Award for their 
efforts to help those with various forms of addiction. [PAUL CHURCH/THE COURIER-TRIBUNE]

Jocelyn Moon is honored with the Extra Mile Award for 
her work in improving the Archdale Parks and Recreation 
Department’s social media presence. [PAUL CHURCH/THE 

COURIER-TRIBUNE]

Alex Dutterer, Youth of 
the Year Award recipient, 
is recognized for both his 
academic and athletic 
prowess. [PAUL CHURCH/THE 

COURIER-TRIBUNE]

Jandra Dillon, a Trinity High 
School teacher who leads 
the DECA program, garners 
the Youth Advocate Award. 
[PAUL CHURCH/THE COURIER-

TRIBUNE]

Luke Hollingsworth, owner 
of Holly Ridge Golf LInks, 
is awarded the Member/
Business of the Year 
Award. [PAUL CHURCH/THE 

COURIER-TRIBUNE]
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Family Owned 

Since 1928

HOURS: 

ONLY AT ASHEBORO LOCATION.

Valid with coupon only. 
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$5 OFF

1/2 OFF LUNCH
(of equal or lesser value) 

1/2 OFF DINNER
Buy 1 DINNER

(of equal or lesser value) 

LA HACIENDIA
RESTAURANTE MEXICANO

336-625-6700
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Greensboro/Asheboro ICS, 624 S. Fayetteville Street,

Achieving better days together.
 WE PROVIDE:

 Innovation Waiver services 

 Alternative Family Living

B3 Respite services 

B3 Community Guide services

Name Brand Shoes for LESS!

Walker Shoe Outlet
414 East Dixie Dr. 336-625-1815

Hours: Mon. Sat 9 am – 7pm: 
Sun. 1-6 pm

Kick up some savings on a  
new pair of shoes,  just in time 

for winter!
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“2 GREAT LOCATIONS”Chick-Fil-A offers a variety of
ready to serve trays! 

Call us before your next event!

CENTER POINTE PLAZA
336-633-1303

RANDOLPH MALL
336-626-6688

OOPS!
THERE’S BEEN A 
SMALL DELAY IN 

OUR PLANS!
BUT DON’T WORRY, 
IT WILL BE WORTH 

THE WAIT!
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