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Name: Date:
Using Credit

YOU and CREDIT:
FAIL TO PLAN, PLAN TO FAIL

In the video, Melvin’s first mistake was buying something he didn’t need with 
money he didn’t have. Melvin was tempted by Super Bowl tickets and a 
jersey for his girlfriend. What might your temptation be?

Many people know the temptations that come along with a credit card, and 
they have crazy suggestions about how to avoid getting into debt—like freezing 
their credit cards in a block of ice. What are some strategies you could use to 
avoid debt?

Think of a scenario where it would be appropriate to use a credit card. What 
would that expense be, and what would your plan be to pay off your balance?

1



Name: Date:
Using Credit 

CREDIT
CARD #1

CREDIT
CARD #2

CREDIT
CARD #3

CREDIT
CARD #4

Special Offer?

Annual Fee?

APR?

Grace period?

Other differences

Circle the credit card you think you would choose and explain why.

CREDIT CARD COMPARISONS

2

Do some research on the different credit card offers out there and see 
which offers the best deal.
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GOAL SETTING
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Goal: 

Is it measurable?

Is it actionable?

Is it realistic?

Is it timely?

Is it specific?
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Goal: 

Is it measurable?

Is it actionable?

Is it realistic?

Is it timely?

Is it specific?
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Goal: 

Is it measurable?

Is it actionable?

Is it realistic?

Is it timely?

Is it specific?

WRITING SMART GOALS

To make some extra money, I will apply to and accept a part time job by the end of the 
semester.

I believe I can achieve this goal.

I will achieve this goal before the end of the semester in order to work during the 
holiday break and next semester.

To increase membership of my comic book club on campus.

Club members will use Facebook more.

To hold a headstand for my Spring break in Florida.

When you have a goal you want to reach, be SMART and you’ll get there. 
For each of the scenarios below, one part isn’t written correctly. Find the 

incorrect one for each and rewrite it in a way that makes it SMART.

I will search in my neighborhood for retail jobs as a cashier or sales associate. 

To increase my job options, I will apply to 5 different stores in my neighborhood.

I have the proper attire for an interview and am working on a list of my strengths
to discuss during the interview.

Reach goal of 200 Facebook ‘likes’, 100 Twitter followers and post daily pictures
on Instagram to reguarly reach a wider range of students.

Members will vote on a new social media representative and event coordinator 
who will be responsible for finding creative ways of increasing club membership.

With help of all club members as well as meeting with on campus associate 
student body (ASB), we will have the support to reach this goal.

Being active during the first month of school to be prepared for the first semester 
club fair and continuing on during the second semester with help from the 
newest members.

I will hold a headstand for 10 seconds: long enough for my friends to take a 
picture of me doing it.

I will progress if I do it correctly.

Everyday I will spend 15 minutes doing ab exercises and practicing my headstand 
against a wall to be more in shape and work a new skill.

I will talk to friends and trainers about the workouts I could do as well as research 
methods for properly holding a headstand without injuring myself.

If I am consistent with my workouts and practice daily, I will hold a headstand 
effortlessly before Spring break in 2 months.
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