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By T. Keung Hui 
Tribune News Service

North Carolina’s new 
plan for reopening public 
schools this year could 
cause students to attend 
schools on half days or 
alternating days if the 
state doesn’t see enough 
i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e 
number of COVID-19 
cases.

The State Board of 
E d u c a t i o n  a p p r o v e d 
Thursday operational 
guidance for how schools 
will reopen for the 2020-21 
school year, ranging from 
using minimal to moderate 
social distancing to only 
offering online learning. 
Schools are poised to use 
the plan which limits how 
many students are allowed 
on campus at the same 
time unless the state’s 
coronavirus health metrics 
improve.

“Plan A is what we call 
minimal social distancing, 
which is the least restric-
tive for school reopening,” 
said Susan Perry, chief 
deputy secretary for the 
state Department of Health 
and Human Services. “It 
doesn’t require, for exam-
ple, density reduction and 
strict adherence to the 6 
feet social distancing.

“This would be the plan 
that we would hope to 
move to if in fact we see 
our metrics stabilize or 
start moving in a positive 
direction, and right now 
we’re not quite there yet.”

On Monday, DHHS 
released health guidance 
for reopening schools. The 
state Department of Public 
Instruction followed it up 
at Thursday’s state board 
meeting with a guidebook, 
which they say will con-
tinue to be updated, for 
how public schools would 
use the health guidance.

T h e  s t a t e  b o a r d 
approved the DPI guid-
ance and told staff to 
come back in July with 
any policy changes that 
will be needed for schools 
to reopen.

Coronavirus school 
reopening Plan A

If statewide COVID-
19 metrics stabilize and 
improve, schools would 
reopen under Plan A with 
“minimal social distanc-
ing” and all students 
would be on campus at the 
same time. Social distanc-
ing would only be required 
where individuals may 
congregate, such as hall-
ways, reception areas, 
cafeterias, restrooms and 
lockers.

DPI suggests options 
such as staggering recess 
in small groups, eating 
meals in classrooms and 
not having large in-person 
school assemblies.

DHHS is strongly rec-
o m m e n d i n g  b u t  n o t 

requiring that cloth face 
coverings be worn in 
school. Some teachers and 
parents are upset and say 
they will not return unless 
face masks are mandatory.

P e r r y  s a i d  t h e y ’ r e 
reviewing the cloth face 
covering recommenda-
tion. She also said that 
school districts can still 
require them.

In Plan A, schools 
would be required to do 
daily symptom screening 
and temperature checks 
of all students, staff and 
visitors who enter schools 
and buses. The guidance 
says the symptom checks 
can be skipped if a child’s 
parent says the child is OK.

State board member 
Olivia Oxendine said edu-
cators need to be mindful 
of how different things 
will be for students when 
schools reopen.

“Our students are going 
to have to make enor-
mous adjustments to these 
changes in the normal 
school day, very different 
from the way they have 
interacted and engaged 
in schools in years past,” 
Oxendine said.

Normal instruction 
would be offered in Plan 
A, but schools would also 
be expected to prepare for 
some use of remote learn-
ing if conditions worsen.

Options under school
reopening Plan B

If the COVID-19 met-
rics don’t improve, more 
stringent requirements 
with “moderate social dis-
tancing” would be used in 
Plan B. Schools and buses 
would be required to oper-
ate at 50% capacity and 
students maintain 6 feet 
of social distancing.

DPI suggests various 
options that school dis-
tricts and charter schools 
could use under Plan B 
to change scheduling, 
including:

— In option A, split the 
students up so some are 
on campus all the time 
and others are taking 
classes at home all the 
time. Variations include 
having elementary and 
middle school students 
use the much larger high 
school campuses, while 
high school students take 
classes online.

— In option B, use alter-
nating days when students 
go to school.

— In option C, use 

alternating weeks when 
students go to school.

— In option D, students 
spend half the day on 
campus and half the day 
learning at home.

— In option E, teachers 
video stream all day for live 
remote learning. Schools 
would decide which stu-
dents and staff are at home 
and who are on campus.

— In option F, schools 
use a hybrid of the differ-
ent scheduling options.

“We’re not telling dis-
tricts this is the one and 
only way, instead saying 
you may want to consider 
this,” said Deputy State 
Superintendent David 
Stegall. “Here’s a strat-
egy, here’s an example 
you could take and imple-
ment this immediately but 
the resources are there for 
them not to have to create 
things from scratch.”

Plan C would be all 
remote learning

If the COVID-19 met-
rics significantly worsen, 
public schools would 
operate under Plan C, 
where only remote learn-
ing is used. Schools have 
been using remote learn-
ing since buildings were 
closed in mid-March to 
try to slow the spread of 
coronavirus.

Gov. Roy Cooper will 
decide by July 1 which plan 
level should be used by 
schools. School districts 
will be able to use a more 
restrictive plan but not a 
less restrictive one.

Perry of DHHS said the 
decision on which plan to 
use will be based on a com-
bination of metrics such as 
the number of COVID-19 
cases, percent of cases 
testing positive and hos-
pitalizations. She said 
there’s no one set number 
being used.

Lt. Gov. Dan Forest, 
a member of the state 
board, was the lone no 
vote against the DPI guid-
ance. He said there’s not 
enough details on how 
the metrics will be used. 
Forest, a Republican, is 
running against Cooper, 
a Democrat, for governor 
this fall.

“We’re being asked 
today to vote on these 
recommendations for the 
entire state but nobody 
seems to know what the 
goal line is on what we’re 
trying to accomplish,” 
Forest said.

NC releases details of 3 
plans for how schools 
could operate this fall
Gov. Roy Cooper 
will decide by July
1 which plan level 
should be used 
by schools

By Megan Crotty 
RCC Writer/Editor

A S H E B O R O  — 
T w e n t y - t w o  a r e a 
students recently signed 
up with Apprenticeship 
R a n d o l p h ,  i n c l u d -
ing four in the newest 
apprenticeship track, 
Information Technology. 
Sixteen students signed 
up in 2017 — the first year 
of the program, and 17 
signed in 2018. With the 
addition of Automotive 
Systems Technology in 
2019, 22 signed.

Apprenticeship 
Randolph began in June 
2016 as a collabora-
tion among Randolph 
Community College, the 
Randolph County School 
System, Asheboro City 
Schools, the Asheboro/
Randolph Chamber of 
Commerce and local 
manufacturers. 

The goal was to bridge 
both the interest and skill 
gaps in modern manu-
facturing and provide 
a vehicle for expanding 
the workforce pool for 
advance manufacturing 
in the county.

With tuition funded 
through Career and 
C o l l e g e  P r o m i s e 
and the N.C. Youth 
Apprenticeship Tuition 
Waiver Program and 
books paid for by the 
school systems and the 
participating compa-
nies, Apprenticeship 
Randolph produces an 
educated, skilled, debt-
free workforce.

The program, which 
is for high school juniors 
and seniors,  begins 
with a six-week, pre-
apprenticeship summer 
program that consists 
of RCC classes and 40 
hours per week of on-
the-job training.

Once a business selects 
its apprentice after this 
trial period, the pro-
gram is spread over four 
years with students 
receiving paid,  on-
the-job training while 
earning an Associate of 
Applied Science Degree 
i n  M a n u f a c t u r i n g 
T e c h n o l o g y ,  i n 
Automotive Systems 
T e c h n o l o g y ,  o r 
Information Technology 
t h r o u g h  R C C  a n d 
a  J o u r n e y w o r k e r 
Certificate from the 
N . C .  C o m m u n i t y
College System and U.S. 
Department of Labor.

T h i s  y e a r ,  m o r e 
than 100 applications 
from across the county 
were submitted for 18 
Manufacturing positions 
and four Information 
Technology positions. 
This year’s pre-appren-
tices (with high school) 
and industry partners 
are as follows:

A c c u c h r o m e  — 
Aiden Register (Eastern 
Randolph High School)

E l a s t i c  T h e r a p y 
Inc. — Kamden Carlyle 
(Southwestern Randolph 
High School), Danny 
Prieto Torres (Asheboro 
High School)

Energizer  — Jerry 
M i z e  ( P r o v i d e n c e 
Grove High School), 
Sarah Primera (Eastern 
Randolph High School)

Jowat Adhesives 
—  T r a v i s  J a c k s o n 
( W h e a t m o r e  H i g h 
S c h o o l ) ,  D a m i o n 
McCafferty (Trinity 
High School), Josiah 
Meraz (Uwharrie Ridge 
6-12 School), Logan
Sink (Wheatmore High
School)

Mohawk Industries
—  N o a h  G u i n n 
( W h e a t m o r e  H i g h 
School), Payton Murdock 

( R a n d l e m a n  H i g h 
School).

Oliver Rubber  — 
D a r i u s  F e r n a n d e z 
(Asheboro High School), 
M o n y e  M c Q u a i g -
Graham (Randleman 
High School),  Dean 
Wiseman (Asheboro 
High School)

PEMMCO 
Manufacturing 
Inc.  — Cade Jarrett 
(Southwestern Randolph 
High School)

P o s t  C o n s u m e r 
Brands  — Christian 
Foley (Uwharrie Charter 
A c a d e m y ) ,  U b a l d o 
Gutierrez (Asheboro 
High School)

S a p o n a  P l a s t i c s 
—  J o s h u a  H o g a n 
(Southwestern Randolph 
High School)

Randolph 
Community College
— Daniel  Botchway 
(Asheboro High School)

T e c h n i m a r k  —
K e n n e t h  H o u s t o n 
(Eastern Randolph High 
School), Orion Simmons 
(Eastern Randolph High 
School)

U n i t e d  B r a s s 
Works — Tyler Hulin 
(Randleman High School)

For more information, 
v i s i t  w w w . a p p r e n -
ticeshiprandolph.com, 
contact RCC Pathways 
Activities Coordinator 
Stacey Miller at 336-
3 1 8 - 4 9 5 8 ,  o r  e m a i l
apprenticeshipran-
dolph@gmail.com.

Apprenticeship 
R a n d o l p h  i s  a l w a y s 
looking to add com-
p a n y  p a r t n e r s . 
I n t e r e s t e d  2 0 2 0 - 2 1 
r i s i n g  s o p h o m o r e s , 
juniors  and seniors 
should speak with their 
Career Development 
Coordinators at their 
high schools to indicate 
interest in this program.

Apprenticeship Randolph 
welcomes 22 new pre-apprentices

By Gary D. Robertson,
The Associated Press

RALEIGH — North 
Carolina lawmakers are 
sending Gov. Roy Cooper 
a bill making it easier for 
voters to access absen-
tee ballots during the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
this fall while ensuring 
in-person voting sites 
are clean and safe.

Despite complaints by 
a few Democrats about 
a photo voter identi-
fication provision, the 
legislation received 
bipartisan support on 
Thursday in final votes 
in the Senate and House.

The bill’s chief pro-
ponents said the rule 
changes for the mail-
in ballots, along with 
funding to pay poll 
workers and buy plenty 
of personal protective 
equipment for them and 
voters, will go a long 
way toward an orderly, 
accessible election in 
November.

The use of traditional 
mail-in absentee ballots, 

usually fewer than 5% of 
all votes cast in a North 
Carolina election, is 
expected to spike because 
people at higher risk for 
complications from the 
coronavirus won’t ven-
ture out to voting centers 
and precincts. State law 
already allows any reg-
istered voter to cast a 
mail-in ballot.

The bill expands the 
options for registered 
voters to receive an 
absentee ballot request 
form, and state elec-
tion officials will create 
by September an online 
site to submit com-
pleted requests. Instead 
of two witnesses to sign 
an envelope with a filled-
out ballot, a voter would 
only need one this year. 
More than $27 million 
also would be distributed 
to the state and county 
election boards for things 
like ballot equipment and 
security upgrades. 

Supplies  l ike face 
masks and single-use 
pens or cotton swabs to 
fill out ballots likely will 

be purchased.
Cooper will review 

the bill coming to his 
d e s k ,  s p o k e s p e r s o n 
Dory MacMillan said 
Thursday. Cooper has 
said he likes legislation 
that makes it easier to 
use absentee ballots.

A  h a n d f u l  o f
Democrats said the mea-
sure didn’t go far enough 
to help voters isolated 
by the pandemic or who 
aren’t regular absentee 
voters. They wanted 
the state to offer prepaid 
postage for ballot enve-
lopes, to make Election 
Day a state holiday and 
give counties flexible 
hours for early in-person 
voting sites.

Sen. Warren Daniel, a 
Burke County Republican 
who helped shepherd the 
House bill, said there was 
some items he didn’t like 
or were left out, too. “It 
has been thoroughly 
vetted,” Daniel said 
before the Senate voted 
37-12 for the measure. 
“From where I sit, that 
looks like a compromise.”

Absentee ballot bill goes to Cooper

A lone graduate is escorted by a Junior Marshal down the 
hallway at Asheboro High School on June 2. Will the high 
school be in normal use this fall, in use at half capacity or 
not at all? [PAUL CHURCH / THE COURIER-TRIBUNE]

Gallimore Body Shop 
is proud to announce 

their recognition 
and certification
as an official Ford 
Certified Collision 
Repair Body Shop!

Come see the team you know and trust 
for all your auto body and paint needs!


