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Essential Questions  
 

● What makes someone a hero?  
● What is injustice? 
● What are society’s expectations of race, gender, and class? 

 
   

Enduring Understandings with Unit Goals 
 

EU 1: Individuals benefit from valuing other’s perspectives. 
● Analyze how the author conveys ideas about social injustices within history and today. 

     EU 2: Informational writing and student-driven research on a historical time, place, or person     
                 enrich our understanding of a fictional portrayal of the same time period or events.                        

● Demonstrate how learning about The Scottsboro Boys, Harper Lee, southern living, and 
historical time period to enhance the understanding of the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, by 
Harper Lee. 

EU 3: Close reading, through a variety of techniques, yields deep understanding of difficult or 
challenging text  
● Observe and analyze author’s style and determine effects  
● Determine the best strategy for close reading based on needs of reader  
● Observe and analyze visual texts as arguments 

 
EU 4: Regardless of form, effective writing pieces contain universal characteristics, such as a clear 

purpose, organization, meaningful elaboration, and sophisticated vocabulary. 
● Engage in a multi-process essay writing as written expression is reflective. 

 

 

Standards 
Common Core State Standards: 
 

● RL. 8.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

● RL.8.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 
of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

● RL.8.3: Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot). 

● RL 8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

● RL 8.5: Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing 
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 
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● RL 8.6: Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader 
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. 

• RL 8.9: Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character 
types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing  
how the material is rendered new. 

● RI 8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

● RI 8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, 
or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories. 

● RI 8.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

● RI 8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same 
topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 

● W 8.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence 
• W 8.2B: Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples. 
• W 8.3B: Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 
• W 8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been addressed. 

• W 8.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with 
others. 

• W 8.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

• SL 8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

• SL 8.2: Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its 
presentation. 

• SL 8.4: Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 
with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

• L 8.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

● L.8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

● L 8.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 
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ISAAC Vision of the Graduate Competencies 
 

Competency 1: Write effectively for a variety of purposes. 
Competency 2: Speak to diverse audiences in an accountable manner. 
Competency 3: Develop the behaviors needed to interact and contribute with others on a team. 
Competency 4: Analyze and solve problems independently and collaboratively. 
Competency 5: Be responsible, creative, and empathetic members of the community. 

●  

 

Unit Content Overview 
 

1. Analyze: text and the overall theme of the society vs. the individual 
● To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
● The Scottsboro Boys 
● Harper Lee Background  
● Historical and Southern Living Background 

 
2. Understanding Key Literary Element Terms: theme, inference, point of view, annotate, 

author’s purpose and craft, conflict, characterization, symbolism, characterization, foreshadow, 
perspective  
 

3. Close Reading Strategies: 
• annotate, vocabulary, main topic, sub-topics, margin labeling 
 

4. Student-Driven Research: research historical events based on given topic to create a lesson 
where students become teachers and present found information. 
 

5. Argumentative Essay: Students will be given a choice of three different argumentative essay 
topics based on To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee.   
 

Interdisciplinary Connection: 
● Social Studies - geography, culture, history 

 
 

Daily Learning Objectives with Do Now Activities 
Students will be able to… 

● Examine important aspects of the author’s life, southern living, the Scottsboro Boys and 
historical/social background using informational texts** 

● Determine how the author establishes mood and setting within the first chapters of the novel 
● Explain how figurative language is used to reveal character traits and specific events 
● Compare and contrast author’s use of myth vs. fact in character development 



Unit 3: Fighting Injustice  
8th Grade Language Arts 

 22 Class Meetings 
 

Created July 2020 

 4  
 

● Analyze in-text citations and interpret reader’s reactions while using a dialectical journal model  
● Examine Jim Crow researching the impact on American lives and its impact on social order 
● Formulate and discuss how point-of-view and perspective impact meaning 
● Develop a strong understanding of motif and the importance within an author’s craft 
● Construct an understanding of social and moral values of today vs. literature era 
● Support or refute the main character as a hero using close reading strategies and in text evidence 
● Assess and research the literature as an allusion and its importance to author’s intended meaning 
● Critique thematic meaning through a fictional portrayal and historical account. 
● Apply the psychological understanding of Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral Development 
● Create ideas to refute or support argumentative writing prompt 
● Generate and draft ideas using the argumentative essay organizer ** 
● Write an evidence-based essay from the ideas in their essay organizer** 
● Apply teacher feedback to improve their argumentative essay** 

 
 

Instructional Strategies/Differentiated Instruction 
● Whole group instruction 
● Small group instruction 
● Guided notes 
● Modeling 
● Student-led instruction 
● Anchor charts 
● Think-Pair-Share 
● Journaling 
● Graphic Organizer 
● Accountable Talk 
● Homework 
● Word walls with visuals 
● Audiobooks 

 
 

Assessments 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS:  

● Journal Responses 
● Exit Slips 
● Accountable Talk Discussions 
● Do Now 
● Reading Check Assessments 
● Grammar Practice 
● Reading Check Assessments 
● To Kill a Mockingbird Reading Worksheets (literary elements) 
● Student-Driven Research Worksheets/Organizers 
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● Closing Argument Written Piece 
● Close Reading Organizers 
● Quiz 
● Graphic Organizers 
● Homework 
● IAB Benchmarks 
● Performance Task- Argumentative Essay 

o Future Rubric Assessment in 2021-2022 
 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS: 
● SBAC Styled Reading Quiz (multiple) 
● Augmentative Essay Organizer 
● Argumentative Essay 

 

 

Unit Task 
Unit Task Name: Argumentative Essay 
 
Description:  This performance task gives students a chance to demonstrate their understanding of racial, 
social, and gender injustices that shape us within our changing society (EU1). Student-driven research of 
historical time, place, or person enriches the understanding of the story that unfolds in Harper Lee’s novel, 
To Kill a Mockingbird (EU2). Students will have read the novel, informational texts, and engage in 
classroom assignments that will provide a rich collection of textual details from which they can select to 
shape their writing and ideas (EU3). Students will draw upon their research or own life experiences to 
connect to a character across a common theme. Students will create an argumentative essay based on a  
topic of choice, and research that will follow the process of planning, drafting, editing, revising and 
sharing their work (EU4).  
 
Evaluation: Summative Assessment and Future Rubric in the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

Unit Resources 
● To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
● To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (Audiobook)  
● Harper Lee Background https://www.biography.com/people/harper-lee-9377021 

             https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/20/arts/harper-lee-dies.html 
●  Southern Living https://ed.ted.com/on/u6GEofBw#watch http://time.com/3928162/mockingbird-

civil-rights-movement/ 
●  Jim Crow Laws https://ferris.edu/jimcrow/what/ 
● YouTube Video Excerpts 
● Internet Databases 
● Worksheets 
● Laptops 
● SBAC Prep Online 
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