BENTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT


To:
Sped Teachers of Inclusion Students
From:
Pamela Gray, Director of Special Education
Re:
Services for Inclusion Students

I believe in the concept of inclusion.  I believe it is our job as special educators to utilize inclusion and LRE to the greatest extent possible without sacrificing learning opportunities.  Ideally K-3 is the time for students to “catch up.”  If we don’t get it done by grade 3, the student is likely to simply fall farther and farther behind.  We have the availability to work with small groups of students (our sped students) rather than entire classrooms (general education).  I want to ensure that we take advantage of such opportunities.  
Push In:  The special education student is “pushed in” the general education class.

Pull Out:  The special education student is “pulled out” of the general education class.

For inclusion students who are on grade level in a particular subject (i.e. math or reading), allow them to remain in the inclusion class for that subject or at least the majority of that subject.  Sped teachers might only “tutor” these students as needed.  

For inclusion students who are below grade level in the subject (i.e. math or reading):

· Push In:  Include the student(s) in the general education classroom for whole group instruction in reading and/or math so that the student is exposed to the “on grade level” material.

· Pull Out:  Remove the student(s) during blocks of small group and/or independent work in reading and/or math.  Utilize this time to teach at the student’s instructional level while reinforcing the general education objectives (at the student’s instructional level).

PULL OUT READING INSTRUCTION (lesson plans required):

For students who are one or more grade levels behind in reading, consider the following.  Reading Pull Out:  try to schedule at least 60 minutes daily.  During this time, the student should receive instruction at his/her instructional level (not grade level).  Utilize whatever resources you have as a means to raise the student to his/her appropriate grade level in reading.  If you don’t have the resources you need, let me know.  You might be able to get reading materials from a lower grade level.  
PULL OUT MATH INSTRUCTION (lesson plans required):

For students who are one or more grade levels behind in math, consider the following:  Math pull out:  try to schedule at least 45 minutes daily.  During this time, the student should receive instruction at his/her instructional level (not grade level).  Utilize whatever resources you have as a means to raise the student to his/her appropriate grade level in math.  If you don’t have the resources you need, let me know.  You might be able to get math materials from a lower grade level.  
GRADES:
You are most likely worried about grades and parents.  Remember that if modification of the curriculum is identified on the IEP, then that includes teaching at the instructional level, not grade level.  The student should never be “graded” on a test or assignment for which there was no instruction (for example if the student was in pull out when the instruction took place, the student should not be assessed on that skill).  Also remember, you are reinforcing and may assess the same/similar skills (maybe not as many) covered by general education but at the student’s instructional level.  I realize that’s much easier in reading than math.  
PARENTS:  Communicate with parents (in person or over the phone – I don’t mean have an IEP meeting) that their child is included in the general education class, but that you are really going to work hard with them in small group.  Let them know (in person and in writing –document the meeting/conversation and date the note was sent home) that some of the work that will be sent home will be at the student’s level not grade level.  Let them know how you will indicate that on papers sent home (a green X beside the grade or something like that).  And accommodate, accommodate, accommodate on the grade level work so that the student is successful. I’ve attached a sample letter you can use and/or modify. 
_________________ (date)

Dear Parent, 

As you know, your child, ______________________________, is in the _____ grade classroom for the majority of the school day.  Your child also goes with me into my classroom some of the day for individual and small group instruction.  When we are in my classroom, we are working on skills that he/she is behind on.     At times, I will send work home for you to see.  The work that was done in my classroom will have a green x on the top right corner.  Also, remember that because your child has an IEP, I am able to provide extra help and supports with the assignments and tests in the regular classroom.  I want to make sure you understand that some or all of the work that your child does in the regular classroom is completed according to what is prescribed on the IEP.  This work, assigned in the regular class, will NOT have a green X on it.  Thanks for all your help and support!  Please sign and return this form and feel free to call me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Please sign and return to me:

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________


