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held the first full weekend of 
October, with this year’s event 
planned for Oct. 2-4.

“Our vendors very much 
want to have it since they 
missed festivals in the spring” 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. “Some of them have 
said it was the best ever last 
year and they’re looking for-
ward to this year, if conditions 
allow it.

“We’ll make the appropriate 
decision if it’s not safe to have 
it,” Moffitt said. “We are very 
hopeful, and appreciative of 
the support of the mayor and 
city manager.”

Barbecue Festival

Representatives with the 
Barbecue Festival said they 
have not decided on whether 
they will cancel this year’s 
event or not. Organizers are 
still assessing the current 
COVID-19 requirements 
and potential requirements 
that will still be in place in 
October that may impact their 
decision.

The festival will be held Oct. 
24 if it goes on as planned.

Southeast Old 
Threshers’ Reunion

Karen Miller, manager at 
Denton FarmPark, said the 
Southeast Old Threshers’ 
Reunion will take place, but 
with some extra precau-
tionary measures to prevent 
the spread of the virus. The 
Thresher’s Reunion is from 
June 30 to July 4.

“We have been grappling 
with it for some time,” Miller 
said. “I want to stress that 
this is a 175-acre park and we 
are mostly outdoors. We are 
doing everything we can think 
of for the safety of our festival 
goers.”

Miller said management is 
asking for everyone to wear 
masks, including vendors and 
food service. They will also be 
marking off 6-foot spacing 
on the pavement to encour-
age social distancing; using 
one-way traffic for viewing 
of displays; and blocking every 
other seat on the train and in 

the music hall. There will 
also be hand-sanitizer avail-
able and employees are taking 
extra measures when it comes 
to cleaning and sanitizing.

Miller said there were many 
factors to consider when 
deciding on whether to hold 
the Threshers’ Reunion or not. 

“This is a very significant 
event for the FarmPark and 
for Denton,” Miller said. “It 
is our staple event to keep the 
park operating and it is a big 
economic driver for all the gas 
stations, restaurants and gro-
cery stores in the area.”

Miller said another big 
factor to decide to hold the 
festival is the fact it is the 50th 
anniversary of the Thresher’s 
Reunion, and the first year 
without its founder, Brown 
Loflin, who died last year.

“It is very bittersweet,” said 
Miller, who is Loflin’s daugh-
ter. “He wanted to be here so 
bad, but it was his time. He 
will still be remembered and 
honored.”

Miller said there will be a 
special commemoration of 
Loflin during the opening cer-
emony on June 30.

The Threshers Reunion 
is the largest antique trac-
tor and engine show in the 
Southeastern United States. 
Along with historic demon-
strations of threshing — from 
horse-drawn to steam- and 
gas-powered machinery 
— hundreds of antique trac-
tors, cars and engines are on 
display daily. It also features 
15 restored buildings, includ-
ing a general store, grist mill, 
church, plantation house, 
blacksmith shop and log cabin, 
and a full-size steam train.

Park gates for the Thresher’s 
R e u n i o n  a r e  o p e n  e a c h 
day from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Admission is $15 per day for 
adults and $6 for children 
under 12. There is no charge 
for children, ages 4 and 
younger. Train and helicopter 
rides are available for an extra 
fee. Tickets can be purchased 
at the gate; multiple-day tick-
ets are available for a discount.

Everybody’s Day

Keith Tobin, president of 
the Thomasville Chamber of 
Commerce, said the Board 
of Directors have decided 
to cancel Everybody’s Day, 
which was scheduled for 

Sept. 26. He said there were 
several factors which led to 
this decision, but the two big-
gest factors were the event is 
sponsored by Novant Health 
and the insurance provider 
for the event would not cover 
any injuries or illness due to 
COVID-19.

“I know people want to get 
out and we all wanted to do 
this festival, but we have to 
keep the health of our com-
munity as a priority,” Tobin 
said. “Also, Novant (Health) 
is a major sponsor and having 
its name on a big outdoor fes-
tival right now is not in their 
best interest.”

He said another reason 
the board voted to cancel 
Everybody’s Day was that 
the festival is required to hold 
an event insurance policy to 
cover any damages, including 
the health and well-being of 
its attendees. Tobin said the 
insurance policy would not 
include coverage from anyone 
contracting COVID-19, leav-
ing the organization liable for 
any injuries.

“We just didn’t want to take 
the chance of someone getting 
sick and holding us responsi-
ble,” Tobin said. “If there was 
any way we could have done it 
and made sure everyone was 
safe, we would have done it.”

One of the reasons the 
decision was made this far in 
advance is because payment 
for insurance, as well as for 
contracts for music equipment 
and other payments, are made 
many months in advance. Even 
though Everybody’s Day is 
held in September, the cham-
ber of commerce begins paying 
for the insurance and other 
contracts in June and July.

“There wasn’t anyone on 
the board that didn’t want 
to have it,” Tobin said. “It is 
a great event and we did not 
make this decision lightly. 
We know it is frustrating, but 
it is something we put a lot of 
thought into. We have to be 
smart and take the health con-
cerns, as well as the up-front 
cost into consideration. We 
hope the citizens will under-
stand it is what is best for 
the health and safety of our 
community.”

Sharon Myers can be 
reached at (336) 249-3981, 
ext. 228, or at sharon.
myers@the-dispatch.com
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Editor’s note: The Courier-
Tribune is proud to honor the 
Class of 2020 and our area 
schools throughout the month 
of June. Join us in celebrating 
the graduates of Trinity High 
School.

Class offi cers:

Student body president: Sophia 
Zheng
Senior class president: Addison 
Parrish
Senior class vice president: 
Kenyon Crotts
Co-secretary and treasurer: 
Maggie Anthony and Abbigail 
Neal
Junior Marshals: Addie Pendry, 
chief marshal
Abrar Ahmed
Hifza Alam
Josue Ascencio
Madison Bullion
Leah Cabiness
Kacey Fulcher
Elizabeth Helsabeck
Thuy Ho
Emily Nguyenw

Class of 2020

Victoria Alexandra Marie Abate
Thomas Wesley Adams
Iman Zohra Akhtar
Christian Noah Allen
Uzair Amin
Maggie Ruth Anthony
Bibi Areeba
Jesalyne Asucena Arellano
Ishah Noor Arshad

Taskeen Asif
Cody Allen Barker
Antonio D'Angelo Barnes
Kirsten Taylor Bazen
Darren Tang Be
Abigail Iris Bellamy
Mallory Kae Bennett
Courtney Lynn Bivins
Noah Lawrence Black
Faith Mikinley Taylor Bogue
Mavrick Kyncade Bottoms
William David Boyd
Jermell Darion Brockington
Raye Dylan Brooks
Noah Miles Brown
Jeremy Miguel Bustamante
Daniel James Butler
Kendall Gail Butler
Kobe Macayle Byers
Jeremy Paul Cain
Grace Mason Canoy
Justin Gage Carmichael
Tucker Ryan Case
Jadabliss Varack Chap
Marjorie Climaco Barahona
Kyrianne Hope Cook
Thomas James Cooke
Amity Starr Cranford
Chad Anthony Craven Jr.
Hunter Britt Crotts
Kenyon Hudson Crotts
Ruth Naomi Cruz
Jeremy Seth Davis
Jenny Diaz Quintero
Daniel Mark Dockery
Leonel Dominguez
Allen Ean

Madison Lee-Taylor Eddins
Clyde Evan Efi rd
Gavin Reece Foster
Tanner James Fry
Morgan Nicole Gallimore
Jonathon Ray Galvez
Macy Logan Gantt
Luke Alan Gentry
Jocelyn Kay Glasgow
Mackenzie Marie Glover
Abigail Elizabeth Goss
Molly Emma Graves
Caleb Lemar Green
Jorge Nestor Gregg
Dakota Jarrell Grimsley
Makala Ida Hall
Laura Andrea Hardin
Buddy James Harp
Ahmar Hayat
Fahad Hayat
Caitlin Nicole Hazel
Tyler Holland Helmstetler
Kara Elaine Henderson
Bryan Hernandez
Caden Eric Heugly
Timothy Joseph Austin Hill
Heaven Angelica Horne
Ariba Hussain
Tooba Ikram
Ryan Bryce Ingram
Alina Ishtiaq
Nicholas Gage Jacobs
Omer Jamil
Peyton Alexander Johnson
Alexander Kristian Jones
Mason Daniel Jones
Jessica Juarez-Jimenez
Sara Rubinah Khan
Tori Gray Kirkman
Marley Jane Koons
Skylar Olivia LaPradd
Kevin Le

Samantha Nicole Leonard
Lanesha Di'Chon Lindsay
Zoe Amanda Linville
Lauren LeAnne Locklair
Michael Eugene Lopez
Dylan Shawn Mackert
Delyla Vivian Makki
Sierra Ranee Makupson
Amna Rehman Malik
Leslie Martinez
Damion Scott McCafferty
Brittney Nicole McCoy
Jackson Davis McCroskey
Nicholas Simon McDonald
Timothy Ryan McDonald
Trenton Peter McLean
Meggan LilyAuna McLellan
Austin Collin McPherson
Ryan Julia McQueen
McKinley Nicole Miller
Morgan Mitchell Miller
Nicole Grace Miller
Christopher Dresden Mullins
Husna Nasir
Sana Nasir
Abbigail Kaelene Neal
Tuan Anh Nguyen
Salih Noor
Elizabeth Ontiveros Hernandez
Anna Leigh Orozco
Travis Blake Oxendine
Addison Grace Parrish
Landie Kari Patrick
Kaitlin Mekenzie Lee Pendland
Travis Aaron Pendry
Meghan Hope Popecki
J'Rod Antonio Pratt
Kornasha De'Chelle Preston
Megan Lynn Price
Lesly Ramirez Olguin
Sherilyn Reyes
Skylar Austin Richardson

Orren Douglas Rivers
Lauren Haleigh Roberts
Kenneth Dwayne Rowland
Yeshua Emanuel Rustrian
Chris Leon Rutayisire
Jorge Alfredo Sanchez
Umer Sarwar
Rylee Elizabeth Schofi eld
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Sessions
Jon Aidan Shean
Emily Diane Sheffi eld
Shelby Anne Shepard
Deanna Elizabeth Shirah
Colby Jackson Short
Sydney Daryn Skeen
Camryn Amaya Smith
Cole Reagan Smith
Kareem Anthony Smith
Robert Maurice Smith
Harley Makayla Sports
Hannah Dianne Stanley
Makayla Lynn Steffey
Ethan Tucker Stepp
Adessa Nicole Stevenson
Kloe Hope Strickland
Ian Thomas Studebaker-Worley
Madeline Rose Stutts-Shipley
Keri Nichole Tart
Makayla Brooke Tucker
Payton Grace Van Zee
Clancy Rebeca Vasquez
Holden Garner Vick
Chase Alexander Wade
Brandon Lee Wagner
Amy Lynn Ward
Courtney Nichole Watson
Cameron Noah Winfrey
Mercedes Lynn Wright
Sophia Zheng

Trinity High School Class of 2020

By Mike Catalini 
and Michael Melia
The Associated Press

As schools consider how 
and when to reopen their 
buildings during the pan-
demic, many are finding 
themselves overwhelmed 
by the potential expenses 
that would come with oper-
ating under social distancing 
guidelines: protective equip-
ment, staff for smaller classes 
and additional transportation 
to keep students spread out 
on bus rides. The burdens 
loom large in particular for 
urban, under-resourced dis-
tricts that often have neither 
the space nor the budgets to 
accommodate new health 
protocols. In Hartford, 
Connecticut, Superintendent 
Leslie Torres-Rodriguez 
shudders at the thought of 
how to afford a scenario 
where each teacher had dra-
matically fewer students. In 
some grades, she said, she 
has individual teachers with 
as many as 27 students in 
their classrooms.

“My budget would be 
nonexistent,” she said.

The vast majority of 
American school districts 

have yet to announce when 
they will resume in-person 
instruction. The trajectory 
of the outbreak remains 
uncertain, and many are 
waiting on direction from 
their states.  Many are 
developing plans for at least 
some distance learning, and 
budgets are one of the fac-
tors that could determine 
how much they do from afar. 
In Camden, New Jersey, one 
of the state’s poorest cities, 
Superintendent Katrina 
McCombs said costs for 
classroom cleanings, pro-
tective equipment and other 
virus-related expenses 
are a concern, especially 
because the city relies on 
cash infusions from a state 
government that is facing 
a $10 billion shortfall over 
the current and next fiscal 
years.

N e w  J e r s e y  h a s  n o t 
yet issued guidelines for 
reopening schools, but 
McCombs said she hopes 
the governor leaves flex-
ibility for big urban districts 
like hers, where families 
could be at especially high 
risk for exposure, given the 
number of multi-genera-
tional households.

Budgets put 
limits on social 
distancing options 

relation), retaliate by call-
ing the police and clearly 
referencing his race to raise 
the threat level.

Ward, who is Black, said 
the video, even now, is 
“jarring” to watch. Butting 
heads with dog owners is 
common among birders 
but he’d never seen it take 
such a turn.

“Especially knowing 
Christian and how con-
fident he is, hearing his 

nervousness and trem-
bling, it shed light on how 
dangerous that situation 
could have been,” Ward 
said.

It didn’t culminate in any 
arrests, and Amy Cooper 
later issued an apology. 
But it has brought atten-
tion to how the great 
outdoors can be far from 
great for Black people. 
Worries about discrimi-
nation, racial profiling and 
even subtle aggression keep 
some away. Furthermore, 
those fears can perpetuate 
the stereotype that hiking, 
camping and bird watching 
are “white” activities.
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Class 2020
Congratulations


