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Gaylord Nelson is The person credited for Earth Day. He was
convinced that the planet was df risk, so he decided to fry fo do
something fo change that. He was elected fo the US. Sendfe in
1962. He came up with an idea for Earth Day and announced the
concept df a conference he was difending in Sedftle in the fall of
1964.

Citizens from dll over the United Stdfes responded fo his call.
By the following April, Americans were ready. The first Earth Day
Took place on April 22, 1470. 20 million people participdted.
Thousands of schools and communities gof involved.

Earth Day celebrdfions have flourished since thaf first one in
1970. There is now an Earth Day Network, a honprofit group that
organizes Earth Day activities. In 1990, Earth Day wenf global when
140 countries participdfed. Earth Day is now an important day in
April. People everywhere are uniting fo fake care of our planet.

what was the autrhor's purpose in
writing this passage?

| wil serve you a passage, and
you tell me fhe author's purpose
for writing i

Brooke dragged herself 1o the Kitchen. Ugh! I just want fo go*l
back To bed she Thought. She wished it was the weekend, but she
Knew it was only Thursday. She had to be to school in 5 minutes. J
better start on breakfast.

Brooke glanced df the counter as she opened the refrigerdtfor.
What in the world?I7 she thought To herself. She rubbed her eyes
and looked again. Yes, she saw the same thing: purple eggs and
green mik 7/7/ Are my eyes working correctly?

“April Fool's? giggled her mofher, who was wdfching from the
other room.

Brooke smiled. “Thdf was d good one, MomP Her mom knew
that Brooke loved this quirky day of the year.

what was the autrhor's purpose in
writing this passage?

(Now move 1o the top of the next column..)

Nome

If you have a lof of extra crayon stubs laying around, don’t
throw them out! You can use Them To maKe big, chunky crayons.
Just follow these steps:

1. Collect dll of your old crayons.

2.Remove the paper wrapped around the crayons..

3. Cut them info smdll pieces.

. Prehedf the oven To 230 degrees.

S. Fill @ muffin tin one inch thick with the crayon pieces.

6. Bake 15-20 minufes, or until crayons are mefted.

7. Allow The tin To cool. Pop out the crayons and sfart

coloring.
what was the autrhor-'s purpose in
writing this passage?

Dear Kate, *

I wish you were here df the beach with mel You would love it
Last night, I sdf on the beach as the sun was seffing. I could feel
the warm breeze while I listened fo the calming, rhythmic crashing
of waves against the shore. The colors of the sunset was simply
beautfifull The sky had layers of red, orange, yellow, blue, violet, and
magenta. It was incredble! I ook a deep bredth and the feeling of
fresh air filing my lungs was refreshing. The only thing that would
have made the experience beffer is if you would have been here
o see it with me. See you soon! Say hi fo Mom and Dad for mel

Your sister,

Jessica
what wdas rhe autrnhor's purpose in
writing thiS passage?

Many people think brown is a boring color, but I disagree. Brown
is the best color of dlll It is the color of Teddy bedrs, and don’t most
young children go tfo bed with a Teddy bear? Brown can give us a
feeling of comfort. Brown is dlso the
color of chocoldte. Everyone loves chocolatel I’s the perfect
Thing o make you Feel befter affer a rough day. Don’t you agree
Thdf brown is one of the besf colors?

what was the autrhor's purpose in
writing this passage?




According To Laura Wdttenberg, author of “The Baby Name
Wizard, we are in the middle of a naming revolution. Never
before has there been such a variety of hames given fo newborns.
In the 1950s, half of dll male babies born were given one of 25
common boy's names, while half of dll female babies born were
given one of 50 common girl's names. Thdf is by no means the
case today, however. According To Wdttenberg, “If you have 10
guesses To get somebody's name foday, there's almost no chance
you'l get if, but 100 years ago, if you guessed the Top 10 hames
you'd have a redlly good chance of guessing correctly.

What’s The reason for this change? Sociologists suggest that
parenfs are striving fo give their child a name that will be unique and
distinctive, traifs that are becoming increasingly prized in the world

foddy.  what was the author’s purpose in
wPriting thiS passage?

o. to persvade the reader fo agree that babies
shovld be aiven unique names

b. 1o inform the reader about how bobg-noming has
changed in recent years

¢. 1o inform the reader about the importance of
choosing o good nome for your babg

d. 1o entertain the reader with facts about bobg nomes
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SQUIIIRRRTTT... Uh-oh, when you hear that familiar sound, you i d.

know whdt’s coming next...

PEEWWWWII'Y ou recognize the oh-so-foul odor in an instart,
and just like always, you want To gag! However, given that you are
babysifting your little sister, you know you have no choice but To
face the fact. You need fo change her dirty diaper.

You pick up your baby sister, and her legs start Kicking with joy
as you carry her quickly To her changing table. You gently set her
down, and then Take a deep bredfh, Trying not To inhdle the awful
fumes. Here we go, you Think, as you slowly open the diaper,
Knowing the greenish-brown sludge abouf o greet your eyes...

what was the autrhor:s purpose in
writing this passage?
o. 1o describe to the reader the gross charocteristics
thot go with a baby sisters dirty diaper
b. to describe to the reader how to go about changing

o dirty diaper
¢. ‘o explain to the reader how to go about changing

a dirty dioper
d. 1o enferfain the reader with a story about changing

I’'m going to have a baby sister in a few months, and I think my
parents should name her Amelia. I think it’s the right name for
severdl reasons. First, Amelia means “to work, industrious, or
laborious”. 1 think that will inspire her to be a hard worker and
never give up. Secondly, I know of df least two famous and
inspiring women with the name of Amelia. Amelia Earhart was the
first female pilof to dffempt To fly solo around the world. Even
Though she mysteriously disappeared dffempting to do so, she was
clearly a fearless and determined person. Amelia Boynton
Robinson was dlso fearless and determined. She was a 1960s Civil
Rights activist who championed the African American right to vote,
and was even brufally bedfen as she bravely fought for This cause.

If Twere a girl, I would be honored fo share a hame with
eifher of These famous women, wouldn’t you? Clearly, my parents
should name my baby sister Amelia.
what was the autrhor-'s purpose in

writing this passage?
o. to entertain the reader with a story of how his
baby sister got her nome
b. to inform the reader of famous Amelios of the past
century
c. to persvade the reader to agree that his parents
should choose Amelia for his baby sister's name
o persvade the reader to agree thot Amelia means
“to work, industrious, or laborious”

o baby sister's diaper

Have you ever wondered whdf you can do to cam a crying

d.
baby? Dr. Harvey Carp has written a book on this very fopic, and *

in if, shares “The S &'s” to calm a crying infant. They are:
*  Swaddle, or wrap the baby shugly in a blanket.
* Side, which means To posifion the baby so he is lying on his side.

+  Shhhh, which means to repedtedly make the “shhh” sound in the &

baby’s ear.
*  Swing, which means fo either put the baby in a baby swing or to
swing the baby in your arms.
*  Suck, which basically means to feed your baby or give them a
pacifier.
The next time you are faced with a crying infant, give “The S
S's" atryl

Why won’t someone help me?! I'm screaming, Trying To Tell
anyone that wil listen that I'm awake and I want fo get out of 1his
crib NOW/!

OKqy. I'm going To stop wailing for a minute and see if I hear
anyone coming. Walffing... Waffing.. Walting...

WAAAHHHHH! No one is coming! I've been abandoned! No one
/s coming and I am scared in This dark place!

Wait. Do I hear sometthing? Yes! IThink I hear foolsteps
coming! I am about fo be rescued... finaly!

Ahhhh. Light... and there is Mama’s familar face. I'm going fo
give her a huge smile To let her Know how happy I am fo see her

7" \What was the Quthor's purpose in
writing this passage?

o. to persvade the reader to agree that babies should
never sleep alone because they will wake vp scared

b. to inform the reader abovt what goes through a
babys mind when he/she wokes up from o nop

¢. 1o explain to the reader what goes through a babys

mind when he/she wakes vp from a nop

o entertain the reader with a story about waking

up from o babys perspective

what was the autrhor-s purpose in
writing this passage?
o persvade readers to always try swaddling a
baby first when trying fo calm him or her

b. to persvade readers to keep a record of what

works to calm their babg

¢. 1o explain to the reader how a baby con be calmed

bg vsing "The 5 S

d. to explain fo the reader how difficult it can be to

calm a babg
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Gaylord Nelson is The person credited for Earth Day. He was
convinced that the planet was df risk, so he decided to fry fo do
something fo change that. He was elected fo the US. Sendfe in
1962. He came up with an idea for Earth Day and announced the
concept df a conference he was difending in Sedftle in the fall of
1964.

Citizens from dll over the United Stdfes responded fo his call.
By the following April, Americans were ready. The first Earth Day
Took place on April 22, 1470. 20 million people participdted.
Thousands of schools and communities gof involved.

Earth Day celebrdfions have flourished since thaf first one in
1970. There is now an Earth Day Network, a honprofit group that
organizes Earth Day activities. In 1990, Earth Day wenf global when
140 countries participdfed. Earth Day is now an important day in
April. People everywhere are uniting fo fake care of our planet.
what was the autrhor's purpose in

writing this passage?

To inform the reoder about
how €arth Dag came 1o be

Brooke dragged herself 1o the Kitchen. Ugh! I just want fo go*l
back To bed she Thought. She wished it was the weekend, but she
Knew it was only Thursday. She had to be to school in 5 minutes. J
better start on breakfast.

Brooke glanced df the counter as she opened the refrigerdtfor.
What in the world?I7 she thought To herself. She rubbed her eyes
and looked again. Yes, she saw the same thing: purple eggs and
green mik 7/7/ Are my eyes working correctly?

“April Fool's? giggled her mofher, who was wdfching from the
other room.

Brooke smiled. “Thdf was d good one, MomP Her mom knew
that Brooke loved this quirky day of the year.

what was the autrhor's purpose in
writing this passage?

To entertain the reader with
o story about a gjrl on April
fool's D09

(Now move 1o the top of the next column..)

Name

If you have a lof of extra crayon stubs laying around, don’t
throw them out! You can use Them To maKe big, chunky crayons.
Just follow these steps:

1. Collect dll of your old crayons.

2.Remove the paper wrapped around the crayons..

3. Cut them info smdll pieces.

. Prehedf the oven To 230 degrees.

S. Fill @ muffin tin one inch thick with the crayon pieces.

6. Bake 15-20 minutes, or unfil crayons are melted.

7. Allow The tin To cool. Pop out the crayons and sfart

coloring.
what was the autrhor-'s purpose in
writing this passage?

To explain o the reader how
10 moke chunlf-g croyons ovt
of stubs

Dear Kate, *

I wish you were here df the beach with mel You would love it
Last night, I sdf on the beach as the sun was seffing. I could feel
the warm breeze while I listened fo the calming, rhythmic crashing
of waves against the shore. The colors of the sunset was simply
beautfifull The sky had layers of red, orange, yellow, blue, violet, and
magenta. It was incredble! I ook a deep bredth and the feeling of
fresh air filing my lungs was refreshing. The only thing that would
have made the experience beffer is if you would have been here
o see it with me. See you soon! Say hi fo Mom and Dad for mel

Your sister,

Jessica
what wdas rhe autrnhor's purpose in
writing thiS passage?

To describe to the reader the
wonderful experience of being
ot the beach

Many people think brown is a boring color, but I disagree. Brown
is the best color of dlll It is the color of Teddy bedrs, and don’t most
young children go tfo bed with a Teddy bear? Brown can give us a
feeling of comfort. Brown is dlso the
color of chocoldte. Everyone loves chocolate! It’s the perfect
Thing o make you Feel befter affer a rough day. Don’t you agree
Thdf brown is one of the besf colors?

what was the autrhor's purpose in
writing this passage?

To persvode the reader to
agree thot brown is one of
the best colors




(

ccording T urg Wdttenb r of “The B
’ w g'revollon.
or 1 n v namesmy| e S.

In the 1950s, half of dll male babies born were given one of 25
common boy's names, while half of dll female babies born were
given one of 50 common girl's names. Thdf is by no means the
case today, however. According To Wdttenberg, “If you have 10
guesses To get somebody's name foday, there's almost no chance
you'l get if, but 100 years ago, if you guessed the Top 10 hames
you'd have a redlly good chance of guessing correctly.

What’s The reason for this change? Sociologists suggest that
parenfs are striving fo give their child a name that will be unique and
distinctive, traifs that are becoming increasingly prized in the world

foddy.  what was the author’s purpose in
wPriting thiS passage?
o. to persvade the reader fo agree that babies
shovld be aiven unique names

:b) {0 inform the reader abouvt how bobg-noming hos

changed in recent years
to inform the reader about the importance of
choosing o good nome for your babg

C.
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d. 1o entertain the reader with facts about bobg nomes @

I’'m going to have a baby sister in a few months, and I think my
parents should name her Amelia. I think it’s the right name for
severdl reasons. First, Amelia means “to work, industrious, or
laborious”. 1 think that will inspire her to be a hard worker and
never give up. Secondly, I know of df least two famous and
inspiring women with the name of Amelia. Amelia Earhart was the
first female pilof to dffempt To fly solo around the world. Even
Though she mysteriously disappeared dffempting to do so, she was
clearly a fearless and determined person. Amelia Boynton
Robinson was dlso fearless and determined. She was a 1960s Civil
Rights activist who championed the African American right to vote,
and was even brufally bedfen as she bravely fought for This cause.

If Twere a girl, I would be honored fo share a hame with
eifher of These famous women, wouldn’t you? Clearly, my parents
should name my baby sister Amelia.
what was the autrhor-'s purpose in

writing this passage?
o. to entertain the reader with a story of how his
baby sister got her nome
b. to inform the reader of famous Amelios of the past
century
o persvode the reader to agree thot his parents
should choose Amelia for his baby sister's name

SQUIIIRRRTTT... Uh-oh, when you hear that familiar sound, yo
know whdt’s coming next...

PEEWWWWII'Y ou recognize the oh-so-foul odor in an instart,
and just like always, you want To gag! However, given that you are
babysifting your little sister, you know you have no choice but To
face the fact. You need fo change her dirty diaper.

You pick up your baby sister, and her legs start Kicking with joy
as you carry her quickly To her changing table. You gently set her
down, and then Take a deep bredfh, Trying not To inhdle the awful
fumes. Here we go, you Think, as you slowly open the diaper,
Knowing the greenish-brown sludge abouf o greet your eyes...

what was the autrhor:s purpose in
writing this passage?
o describe fo the reader the gross characteristics
thot go with a baby sisters dirty diaper

b. to describe to the reader how to go about changing
o dirty diaper

¢. ‘o explain to the reader how to go about changing
a dirty diaper

d. 1o enferfain the reader with a story about changing

o baby sister's diaper

u i d. to persvade the reader fo agree that Amelia means

“to work, industrious, or laboriovs"

Why won’t someone help me?! I'm screaming, Trying To Tell
anyone that wil listen that I'm awake and I want fo get out of 1his
crib NOW/!

OKqy. I'm going To stop wailing for a minute and see if I hear
anyone coming. Walffing... Waffing.. Walting...

WAAAHHHHH! No one is coming! I've been abandoned! No one
/s coming and I am scared in This dark place!

Wait. Do I hear sometthing? Yes! IThink I hear foolsteps
coming! I am about fo be rescued... finaly!

Ahhhh. Light... and there is Mama’s familar face. I'm going fo
give her a huge smile To let her Know how happy I am fo see her

inl
Y777 \what was the author's purpose in
writing this passage?
o. to persvade the reader to agree that babies should

never sleep alone because they will wake vp scared
o inform the reader abovt what goes through a
bobys mind when he/she wokes vp from a nop
o explain o the reader whot goes through o babys

mind when he/she wokes vp from o nop

Have you ever wondered what you can do to calm a crying
baby? Dr. Harvey Carp has written a book on this very fopic, and
in if, shares “The S &'s” to calm a crying infant. They are:
Swaddle, or wrap the baby shugly in a blanket.

Side, which means To posifion the baby so he is lying on his side.
Shhhh, which means o repedtedy make the “shhh” sound in the
baby’s ear.

Swing, which means to either put the baby in a baby swing or to
swing the baby in your arms.

Suck, which basically means To feed your baby or give them a
pacifier.

The next time you are faced with a crying infant, give “The S

S's" atryl

@

to entertain the reader with a s+or9 obovt waking
up from o babys perspective

what was rhe autrhor:s purpose in
writing this passage?

o. to persvade readers to always #ry swaddling o
baby first when trying fo calm him or her

b. to persvade readers to keep a record of what
works to calm their baby

@ 1o explain fo the reader how a baby con be calmed
by using *The 5 S

d. to explain fo the reader how difficult it can be to
calm o baby
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An explanation
| created this worksheet as a “companion” to my Author’s Purpose
PowerPoint. | infend fo use this with my students so they can follow
along as we make our way through the slides.

Thank you for your purchase of this resource! | hope you and your
students enjoy working on it! | have several more interactive
PowerPoints available at my store that | invite youv to check out:
Point of View
Main ldea
Parts of Speech
Context Clues
Figurative Language
Nonfiction Text Structures
Summarizing
Plot
Prefixes & Suffixes
6reek and Latin Roots
Figurative Language
Theme
Genres of Literature
...and more fo come!


http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Deb-Hanson
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Awaywiththepixels
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy

