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TYLER COUNTY POLICY: JQ

SEARCH AND SEIZURE

The Board of Education respects the right of students to individual privacy and shall uphold that right. At the same time, it is the Board’s
responsibility to maintain a safe school environment for all students and staff. Thus, school officials shall conduct property searches if they
have reasonable grounds to believe that the search will reveal a violation of school rules or produce evidence of some unlawful activity.
Searches by school officials do not require a search warrant.

 

PROPERTY SEARCHES

School property cannot be regarded as a sanctuary from enforcement of the law.

 

Lockers, desks and other furnishing or equipment assigned to a student are considered to be school property. Inspection of Lockers, desks,
etc. and their contents shall be the responsibility of school officials whenever there is reasonable cause to believe that they are being used in
illicit ways or for illegal purposes. Items which are specifically prohibited by law, board policy, or school regulation will be impounded.

 

PERSONAL SEARCHES

Similarly, personal searches must be reasonable. Two considerations are relevant in determining whether a search is reasonable: (1) It must
be justified initially by a reasonable suspicion, and (2) The scope and conduct of the search must be reasonable related to the circumstances
which give rise to the search, taking into account the student’s age, gender and nature of the offense.

Authorized personnel conducting a search must be accompanied by an adult witness.

 

STRIP SEARCHES

A total strip search of a student by a school official shall not be permitted, unless there is probable cause that a student is harboring a
dangerous weapon, or otherwise creating a situation of imminent danger for others.

 

CANINE SEARCHES

School-wide drug searches by trained narcotics dogs may be utilized if and when school officials reasonably suspect that there is a major
problem with students possessing, using, and/or selling illegal drugs on school property. Such searches shall be random and unannounced.
The principal shall be responsible for organizing canine searches in conjunction with appropriate law enforcement officials and the
Superintendent of Schools.

 

 

VEHICLE SEARCHES
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School officials may search a student’s vehicle that is left in a school parking lot when they have reasonable grounds for suspecting that the
search will disclose evidence that the student has violating either the law or school policy.

 

If the school has a serious weapon and/or drug problem, random searches of student vehicles parked on school grounds may be conducted, if
school officials believe that these searches are a reasonable effective means of combatting the problem.

 

When it is justifiable, all students who park their vehicles on school property therefore could be required to leave the ignition keys with
school officials in the morning and then retrieve them before leaving at the end of the day. Or such students simply may be required to agree
to provide school officials with access to their vehicles on demand. The vehicle searches must be conducted in a manner that curtails undue
discretion on the part of school officials in deciding which vehicles to search. Random vehicles searches must be done uniformly or by
systematically random election. In addition, the school must adequately inform all students who use the parking lot that their vehicles are
subject to search.

 

METAL DETECTORS

Schools may use magnetometers, or metal detectors, to search students and their personal effects for weapons prior to entering school
premises, subject to certain restrictions. First school officials must be able to document a very serious problem with the possession of illegal
weapons and threat of related violence on school grounds. Second, school officials must use the device in a random fashion; they may not
exercise any discretion in deciding whom to search. Thus, school officials may search every student who enters the building, or some other
neutral category of persons, such as every third student. Also, the routine use of a magnetometer is justifiable only to the extent school
officials are searching for weapons. However, other contraband uncovered in plain view or by touch during a magnetometer search may be
seized by school officials.

 

DUE PROCESS

Any student who is found to be in possession of a weapon or illegal substance, or involved in some unlawful activity shall be afforded due
process rights as outlined in Tyler County Policy.

 

In order to inform students of rules pertaining to property searches, each school’s Student Handbook will contain a written statement that
random, unannounced searches may occur throughout the year of student lockers, desks, and any other target areas within the school. The
statement will also inform students that they are to consider all such areas to be “public”, not “private” property.
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