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	Spring was on its way. Emma would turn

eight this April. This year she would be old

enough to help Mama and Papa with their

work. There was a lot to do on the ranch.
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	In a few weeks, the cowboys would come

to the ranch for the spring roundup. Emma

always liked watching them work.

But first, Emma had her own work to do.

When it got warm, Papa turned over the soil

in the garden. Emma planted seeds to grow

pumpkins, corn, and cucumbers.
Emma carried water from the well for

drinking and cooking. She helped Mama cook

over the indoor fireplace. They baked bread

in the brick oven. On special days, they even

baked rolls.
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	Mama promised to teach Emma to sew.

Emma wanted to make an apron for herself.

Emma worked on her apron while Mama

sewed sheets and clothes for the family.

Emma was proud when she had finished. She

wore her apron every day.
When the day’s work was done, Mama

and Emma read together. Emma wrote letters

as well. She told her grandmother about

things happening on the ranch. She drew

pictures to put in her letters.
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	Sometimes, Mama and Emma rode out to

see the cowboys working on the range. The

range was a big open field where the cattle

grazed. The cows would run around and

eat the grass. Emma had fun watching the

cowboys keep the cattle from running away.

The best part of Emma’s day was riding

her horse, Gray. Emma galloped down to the

river and splashed along. Gray took big gulps

of water. Sometimes Emma would bring her

fishing pole. If she was lucky, she would catch

a catfish or two. Then Mama would fry the

fish in a skillet for supper.
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	In the spring Papa hired cowboys to bring

his cattle together. Emma sat on Gray and

watched the cowboys. They swung their

ropes as they rounded up the cattle.

The cowboys would take the herd of cattle

to town. On the trail, they would cook over

a campfire. They would tell stories and sleep

under the stars.
Papa said that one day a railroad would be

built right by their ranch. Then they wouldn’t

need the cowboys anymore. Emma hoped

it would take a very long time to build the

railroad. The ranch would never be the same

without cowboys.
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	The early settlers of the American

West did not have TVs or even radios.

They had fun playing fiddles, guitars,

banjos, and harmonicas. They even used

spoons or washboards to make music.

We still sing some of the songs from

Emma’s day today. “Skip to My Lou” and

“Home on the Range” are two songs

Emma probably heard the cowboys sing.



