[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 7 (May 4th-May 8th)
Overview and Assignments 
This week, we are going to continue argument writing; however, we are going to go from writing an argument essay, to analyzing an argument essay.  Here’s what that means… 
Nancy is reading an article about the solar system in a science magazine.  The article includes many facts that Nancy did not know before, such as, “The Sun is the largest object in the solar system.  It contains over 99 percent of the entire solar system’s mass.”  While Nancy already knew that the Sun was larger than any of the planets, she never would have thought that it was that much larger.  She also read in the article, “The Earth is the only planet that is capable of harboring life because it is the only planet whose atmosphere contains oxygen.”  Nancy knew that animals need oxygen to breathe, so this statement definitely makes sense.  And she read, “The solar system was formed when a massive molecular cloud collapsed billions of years ago.”  Now, this is interesting, but it leaves Nancy wondering how scientists learned this.  What evidence supports this claim?  
· As a reader, Nancy can evaluate, or think about, the argument in the article to determine the author’s claims and whether or not these claims are supported and accurate.  Nancy can also judge the importance of evidence and reasons in supporting a claim.  She can distinguish claims that are properly supported from those that are not.     
Key Terms 
· Claim: statement the author wants the reader to believe
· Credible: easily believed and trusted 
· Bias: point of view based entirely on opinion rather than on facts
An author can make many claims in a text, but most texts have one main argument that these claims support.  These three steps show how to trace an argument:
1. Identify what is being argued.  
2. Determine which claims support the argument.  
3. Determine which evidence supports these claims.  
HINT!
If a text is several paragraphs long, the author may include one claim in each paragraph.  Readers should know that the sentences in a text that do not state the author’s argument or make claims usually provide support for the argument or claims.  
A reader can evaluate an argument by looking carefully at the evidence that supports both the claims and the overall argument.  The evidence that supports a claim or argument should come from a credible source that is not biased.  The most credible sources are academic journals, university websites, and materials published by institutions such as hospitals, museums, and government agencies.  Newspapers and news magazines are usually credible sources, but in some cases, articles can include bias.  Blogs and other personal websites are not as reliable, for the most part, unless they are owned and written by people who are experts in the subjects they write about.  In these cases, the information contained in blogs and personal websites is usually trustworthy.  When writing a text, the author wants his or her own text to be credible also.  Using evidence from sources that are not credible can hurt an author’s credibility and weaken his or her argument.    


















Monday
Read Example #1 (you can find this under “Weekly Documents” on my website).  It’s a newspaper editorial asking whether or not students should be allowed to bring their cell phones to class.  While reading, follow the three steps: 
1. Identify the argument.
2. Determine the author’s claims.  
3. Determine the evidence and reasons that support those claims.  
Are any claims not supported by evidence and reasons?  
Tuesday
Reread Example #1.  
The author clearly states his or her argument: “Cell phones are a problem, and the schools need to do more to stop students from bringing them to school.” But why are cell phones a problem?  Answer the following questions: 
1. What are the claims that the author uses to support this argument?  
2. How well does the author support those claims?  
Wednesday 
Click the link below to read another example of an argument and claims that are traced and evaluated.   
https://macmillanmh.com/ccssreading/imagineit/grade6/ccslh_g6_ri_2_3b_l1.html  
Thursday 
Read the passage “Letter to the Editor in Support of Preserving Local Covered Bridges” (you can find this under “Weekly Documents” on my website) and answer the three questions.  
Friday
Read the passage “Bike to Work Day celebrates transportation” (you can find this under “Weekly Documents” on my website) and answer the two questions.    
