Chapter 15.4 Empire of the Czars Notes
-More than 60 nationalities, speaking 100 different languages, populated the Russian Empire.

-The Russian Empire was ruled as an autocracy:  Which is a form of government in which one person rules with unlimited authority.  

Autocracy on the Defensive

-From 1801 to 1825, Alexander I ruled, and dreamed of improving Russia’s system of government and even granted a constitution to Russian-ruled Poland for a brief period of time.  What wars convinced him he was a savior?  Napoleonic Wars.  But Alexander lost his desire to improve social, political, and economic conditions within his country.

-Many Russian officers who fought in the Napoleonic wars joined secret societies to discuss what?  The need for economic reform, for a constitutional government, and for freeing the serfs.  What did they do after Alexander I’s death?  Staged a military revolt.

-The government crushed the so-called Decembrist Revolt, but what good effects did the uprising have?  Its leaders were seen as martyrs and inspired later generations of revolutionaries.  Alexander I’s successor, Nicholas I, was determined to do what, as a result of these uprisings?  Strengthen the autocracy and suppress all opposition.

-After Nicholas I died, his son, Alexander II, undertook the task of saving the autocracy and prevent a revolution.

Alexander II and Reforms

-Explain why Russia lagged behind the other European Nations?  They lagged behind with their military and economics.  Russia needed to industrialize, but they needed a cheap source of labor which was provided by the serfs.

-In 1861, Alexander II emancipated or freed the serfs.  The serfs would attain no land individually.

-Many peasants gave up farming and moved into the cities.  Some of these peasants staged occasional uprisings and produced stirrings of revolutionary activity.
-Who took charge of provincial matters such as schools and health care?  They were locally elected assemblies called:  Zemstvos.  Three groups could vote in zemstvo elections:  The nobility, the wealthy townspeople, and the peasants.  The vote was weighted to where noblemen and rich taxpayers dominated local assemblies.

-Czar Alexander II became known as the Czar Liberator for freeing the serfs and for his many reforms.  What else did Alexander II do?  Limited use and authority of secret police, eased restrictions on the press, modernized the judicial system, and expanded the educational system. He also reorganized the Russian army and reduced the period of military service.

-Alexander II’s reforms satisfied few Russians.  Landowners had lost land and power, peasants made few economic gains, and conservatives feared weakening of the autocracy.

Terror and Reaction

-Among the most vocal critics of the Russian government consisted of whom?  Intellectuals and students from the upper and middle classes.

Radical Movements

-Michael Bokunin, radical reformer, who advocated anarchy, or absence of government, and called for complete destruction of the state, family, law, property and other institutions.  Nihilists also rejected all traditions of the Russian government and wanted to destroy the autocracy.

-Many reformers became active in a movement known as populism.  The populists wanted to lead a revolution, and overthrow the czar and establish a socialist society.

-In 1866, revolutionaries made several attempts to assassinate Alexander II.  He responded by drafting a plan to establish a national assembly, but was killed by a bomb before it was enacted.

Alexander III

-Alexander III succeeded his father, and vowed to maintain the old order and crush the revolutionaries.  He reduced the power of the zemstvos.  He reversed his father’s reforms, he abolished autonomy in the schools, restored censorship of the press, and extended the powers of the secret police.  

-Alexander III promoted Russification, which said anyone who questioned the czar’s authority, or spoke another language other than Russia, or anyone who followed a different religion, would risk prosecution.

-Russification singled out Jews.  The government encouraged bloody pogroms, or organized massacres of Jewish communities.

The Revolution of 1905

-After Alexander III’s death, his son Nicholas II became czar.  Why were many people disappointed?  He state he would also rule as an autocrat.  He laced the strong will to make an effective ruler.  He was influenced by those around him, especially his wife, Empress Alexandra.
-During Nicholas II’s reign, Revolutionary movements began to sweep over Russia.

Russian Marxists

-By the early 1900s, many revolutionary groups wanted to follow the teachings of Karl Marx.  The Mensheviks believed that Russia needed to develop into an industrial state with a good working class.  The radical Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Ilyinch Ulyanov- known as Lenin, believed that  a small party of professional revolutionaries could force to bring about a socialist society in the near future.

Upheavals

War between Russia and Japan in 1905, caused Socialists to further their cause against the government.  The war-exhausted empires concluded with a peace agreement in 1905.  The war had strained the Russian economy.
-Strikes began to break out in many cities.  A crowd of 200,000 workers marched to the czar’s palace in St. Petersburg to resent a petition for reform.  The palace soldiers opened fire on the crowd, killing hundreds of workers.  This became known as?  Bloody Sunday.

-In the spring of 1905, the first Soviets, or worker’s councils, formed to voice workers’ grievances.  Reformists and revolutionary groups wanted to establish?  Representative government elected by universal suffrage.

-In response to several strikes, Nicholas II announced a national duma, or legislature that would serve as an advisory council.  This only caused more nationwide strikes.

-Nicholas finally yielded to the demands of his people, and issued the October Manifesto, granting civil rights to citizens and allowing the Duma to make laws.  Russia became a constitutional monarchy.  On the eve of World War I, many of the Russian people supported an immediate end to the autocracy, which would bring revolution to Russia.
