
 

 

 

 

 

AP Language 

Umbrell 

APRIL 20-24 

Due April 24th 
   

  



Since the AP Language test will be a free-response question, we are going to 

practice each type of free-response until the test.  

This week, you will write a rhetorical analysis over “Superman and Me” by 

Sherman Alexie. The link below takes you to the essay. The essay can also be 

found on TEAMS. 

https://www.umsl.edu/~alexanderjm/SupermanandMebyAlexie.pdf 

I know you’re having a fit right now because you think you don’t remember 

what rhetorical analysis is, but you do. Rhetorical analysis is searching for 

rhetorical techniques such as: ethos, pathos, logos, repetition, anecdotes, 

similes, metaphors, etc.  

Prompt: The final two paragraphs of “Superman and Me” include the following 

three sentences: “I was trying to save my life,” “They [students] are trying to save 

their lives,” and “I am trying to save our lives.” Discuss how the progression 

inherent in these three sentences conveys the meaning and purpose of this 

essay. 

Your essay needs a minimum of three paragraphs but may have more based on 

personal organizational preferences. Remember you only have 45 minutes to 

write this essay on the test. We will talk about this assignment during our Monday 

and Wednesday TEAMS meetings. 

Next, we will look at tone in literature. For this assignment, I have provided an 

excerpt from a children’s book titled “The Day the Crayons Quit”. I want you to 

choose two colors and analyze the tone of each. Remember that tone is the 

general attitude of a piece of literature. Think of how you know if someone is 

happy or angry by the words they choose and how they are spoken. This 

assignment is meant to be an analytical paragraph. Identify the tone and prove 

it with textual evidence. We will discuss this assignment at our Wednesday and 

Friday TEAMS meeting. 

You may turn in completed work to the TEAMS classroom, the container at 

school, or you may email me. 

Feel free to contact me if you have questions. 
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