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Transition for middle schools moves forward
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

RANDOLPH COUNTY — A
new chapter for academics in
Archdale and Trinity will begin
this fall with the opening of the
new Trinity Middle School.
Today, one step of that process will be complete, as Archdale-Trinity Middle School of ficially becomes Wheatmore Middle. Randolph County Schools
Superintendent Stephen Gainey

announced earlier this month that
the longtime institution on Archdale Road will receive new colors
and a new name.
The interior of the building
was scheduled to be painted this month, Gainey said, to

match the colors of Wheatmore
High School.
Meanwhile, the Trinity Middle School project continues to
move forward, as well. The school
SEE FORWARD/PAGE A4

Archdale-Trinity Middle School, pictured,
today becomes Wheatmore Middle School.
Photo by Daniel Kennedy

Track and field championship held Trinity
adopts
budget
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

TRINITY — Residents
in Trinity will enjoy no tax
increase for a 17th straight
year after members of city
council approved a $5.9
million budget for the
2021-22 fiscal year.
The budget, which
includes a proper ty tax
rate of 10 cents per $100
of valuation, was adopted
at the June regular meeting of Trinity City Council after members voted
to approve revenues and
expenditures for the city’s
funds. Those include
the general fund, parks
and recreation, city hall
reserve, sewer operation,
debt ser vice and sewer
connection fee reserve.
Debbie Hinson, the
city’s manager, said in
her address to members
of council that 2021 is the
17th consecutive year the
SEE TRINITY/PAGE A4
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Wheatmore’s Madline Work, left, takes the baton from Peyton Wilson for the third leg of the girls 4x200 relay during Saturday’s 2A
state championship at N.C. A&T State University. Wheatmore girls finished eighth in the event. Other finishes for the day include
Wheatmore’s Michael Anglin finished 15th in discus; Trinity’s boys finished 16th in the 4x800; Trinity’s Dylan Hodges finished fifth
in the high jump; and Trinity’s Jessica McQueen finished sixth in the 400m.

We are the champions

Schools
adopt
mental
health
plan
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

RANDOLPH COUNTY
— In passing a schoolbased mental health initiative plan at its regular
June meeting, Randolph
County Board of Education signaled to students
and staf f that its focus
remains on complete wellness.
Board member Brian
Biggs expressed the
importance of taking care
of one’s mental health,
explaining that the challenges presented over the
span of nearly 16 months
made mental health more
of a focal point throughout
the pandemic.
“I think for some of
those kids, it can be anybody at the school, a staff
SEE PLAN/PAGE A4
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The Tigers are the 2021 Archdale Parks and Recreation Coach Pitch Spring League Champions. Pictured are coaches Walter Doyle,
Daniel Billings, Justin Doyle and James Billings, and players Xavier Corradetti, Carter Davidson, Toby Zidek, Mason Mabe, Colton
Prillaman, Webb Hines, Trevor Allen, Ryler Boettcher, Camden Smith, Holly Smith, Alexander Hayes and Savannah Freeman.
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mental health with disrupted learning patterns,
increased social isolation
and less access to support. In 2020, there was
a 24% increase in emergency room visits for
mental health reasons for
children ages 5 through
11 and more than a 30%
increase for children
between ages 12 and 17,
according to the CDC.
Evidence-based prevention and early inter vention programs have proven to increase help-seeking behavior. School
mental health programs
also present an opportunity to lear n when
students are in abusive
situations and provide
resources to find safety
and healing.
Children and adolescents are more likely
to receive needed mental health care in their
school than in any other
setting. Boyles suggested
the school system extend
the help it provides students to those responsible for recognizing patterns of unhealthy behaviors among its younger
demographic.
“You know, we talk
about the kids, but I
think sometimes we need
a program like this for
our staff,” Boyles said. “I
mean, teaching is already
a mentally stressful job
anyway, but after the last
two years, that’s really
something that needs
to be looked at for our
staff.”
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system is expected to begin moving furniture into the building
today by sections. Athletic fields
will not be ready for interscholastic events during the 2021-22
school year.
Trinity high and Wheatmore
middle schools will host Trinity
Middle School contests for the
upcoming school year. Offseason
workouts for those sports continue throughout the summer for
the upcoming fall season at each
of the county’s schools.
Gainey thanked principals, athletic directors and coaches for
the work they put into the 202021 academic year, allowing middle and high school students to
participate in athletics in spite of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“I do believe those efforts are
playing right into the amount of
activity we have on campuses
now with our workouts,” Gainey
said. “There is a lot of excitement
throughout the county with workouts, and I just appreciate all that
the principals, athletic directors
and coaches did throughout the
last year to get us to this point.”
For years, Archdale-Trinity Middle School has been the
feeder institution for both Trinity and Wheatmore high schools.
Consideration for the new middle
school dates back to 2016, when
county commissioners heard a
proposal from Gainey. He pre-

member that they’r e
kind of drawn to and can
make a real dif ference
with them,” Biggs said.
“That’s pr obably the
most neglected thing out
there is mental health.
… I think it’s a great program. I think it speaks to
what we’ve been talking
about the whole time,
about getting in school
and staying in school.
They can’t notice [signs
of stress] when guidance
counselors and coaches
don’t have those interactions and relationships.
“It was one of those
things we were screaming from the rooftops the
whole time when a lot
of people wanted to stay
out of school [during the
COVID-19 pandemic].
Those kids and those
teachers need those relationships. Once they get
out of school, they may
not ever have those relationships that they have
with those coaches, those
staff members.”
The toll of staying
home from school even
par t time was a steep
price to pay, board member Tracy Boyles said.
Even before the pandemic, the mental health
needs of students were
often not met. Since the
education for children
throughout the countr y
was interrupted, studies
indicated a decline in the
Staff writer Daniel
mental health of students
Kennedy
can be reached
and staff.
The pandemic wors- at 336-888-3578, or at
ened the state of youth dkennedy@atnonline.net.

TRINITY
FROM PAGE A1
ad valorem tax rate
remained constant.
The budget includes
an appropriation from
the sewer sales tax
fund’s retained earnings to subsidize debt
payments and sewer
capital project funds.
For a 17th straight
y e a r, t h e b u d g e t
includes the dedication
of 75% of the city’s projected sales tax reve-
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Trinity Middle School, pictured, is the newest addition to Randolph
County Schools System. It will open in August.

Construction continues at the site
adjacent to the Trinity Middle
School school building, where
athletic fields are in the process
of being completed. They will not
be ready for competition this
semester, so Trinity Middle
School sports will be hosted offsite at Trinity High and Wheatmore Middle School.

At that time, he offered that
Braxton Craven, the district’s
6th-grade school, is the system’s
second-most crowded school
and ATMS is its fifth-most
crowded. Students from ATMS,
which houses 7th and 8th graders, come from five elementary
schools. Gainey estimated that
the school populations at Braxton
Craven and ATMS could create
two sizable middle schools with
approximately 564 students per
school.
The new facility was built on
approximately 64 acres donated
by William and Linda Aldridge
off of Surrett Drive near Trinity
High School. In addition to the
school building, baseball and soccer/football fields are in the process of being developed on site.

sented a portion of an RCS building plan, which emphasized the
overcrowding at ATMS and the
Staff writer Daniel Kennedy can
intended temporary nature of the
be
reached
at 336-888-3578, or at
county’s contingency implementdkennedy@atnonline.net.
ed 20 years ago.

nue to pay debt service
on completed sewer
projects, Trinity’s share
of the upgrade and
expansion of Thomasville’s wastewater treatment plant and additional sewer projects
that may be approved
by council.
Approximately 44%
of the budget is related
directly to expanding
and operating Trinity’s
sewer system.
Trinity’s 2021-22
general fund budget
is $3,427,380. That figure is up 15.47% from

$2,968,225 from the
current fiscal year.
In the way of special appr opriations,
the city ear marked
$6,000 for the Randolph County Economic Development Corporation. Council pays
an amount annually
to the EDC for its services and does likewise
for the Archdale Public Librar y, which will
receive $5,000 in this
year’s budget.
Randolph County
Seniors are scheduled
to take in $10,126 to

fund an elderly nutrition program ser ving
Trinity residents.
A copy of the budget
is filed with the city
clerk and is available
for inspection at Trinity
City Hall. If interested
in reviewing the budget, residents can also
review the documents
at the Archdale Public Librar y or visit the
city’s website.
Staff writer Daniel
Kennedy can be reached
at 336-888-3578, or at
dkennedy@atnonline.net.

hurt, Lt. Matt Truitt said.
The driver was wearing a
seat belt.
The High Point Police
FROM PAGE A2
Department Traffic Unit
The driver of the Mini is continuing to investiCooper, whose name gate, but as of press time
wasn’t released, wasn’t no charges were pending.
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When you and your loved ones need care, High Point Medical Center is ready to welcome you back,
safely providing expert and COVID-19-protected care for every member of your family. As part of the
region’s only academic health system, we offer comprehensive, state-of-the-art services including:
Hayworth Cancer Center | Imaging | Congdon Heart and Vascular Center | Women’s Services
Birth Center | Orthopaedics | Neurology | Primary Care | Emergency Medicine
Pain Management | Physical Therapy

Schedule your appointment today
336-716-WAKE (9253)
WakeHealth.edu/HighPoint
ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR INSURANCE PROVIDERS.
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