Veterans High School
New Student Guide

Welcome to the Warhawk Family!

Where excellence is the standard, not the goal.

Qur Mission Statement
To develop graduates of character in an environment of excellence.

Our Vision Statement

To be the standard for all facets of student achievement, producing successful,
active citizens.



Welcome to Veterans High School! It is our hope that all students
who enter our school find activities and classes where they are engaged
with staff members who invest in relationships to build student capacity.
We hope this guide will give you a preview of important facts and
information to support success in transitioning to the high school setting.

Ways to Stay Engaged
V Keep your contact information current and on file with school staff/
Check our school marquee for update¥ Follow us on Facebook &
Twitter:
https://www.facebook.com/VHSWarhawks/
@Veterans_High
V Check our website: https://vhs.hcbe.net/
V Attend conferences, activities, and events @ VHS

Administrative Personnel

Dr. Amy Barbour, Principal
Mark Antley, Assistant Principal/Athletic Director
Ashley Brock, Assistant Principal for Instruction
Dr. Sherry Johnson, Assistant Principal/CTAE Supervisor
Chad Simmons, Assistant Principdflilan
Turner, Chief of Athletics

Kadie Griger, Guidance Counselor
Dr. Shirley Harmon, Guidance Counselor
Lisa Stewart, Guidance Counselor
Pamela White, Guidance Counselor

Stephanie Taylor, School Secretary
Connie Connell, Bookkeeper
Kim Martin, Receptionist
Lenora Spensley, Counseling Clerk
Ginger Towe, Administrative Technology Specialist
Latricia Pope, Attendance Clerk


https://www.facebook.com/VHSWarhawks/
https://www.facebook.com/VHSWarhawks/

Letters to New Warhawks from Seniors

Welcome to Warhawkation! As a student at Veterans High School, you will be able to discover
your interests, make loAgsting relationships with students and teachers, and achieve your goals.

The biggest piece of advice | would give you is to find what motivates or interests you. Find that

Aspar ko that makes high school exciting. F
you, that may be doing community service, being athletigressing yourself artistically, or even
wor king with computers. The more you spend

about other things. Also, being active in extracurriculars can allow you to make friends with
common interests, or everastlooking into possible careers.

But while having fun is important, be sure to take time to make sure you are being successful
academically. The teachers at VHS are al wa
ask them any questionsiydave. Your classmates will be there to encourage and support you as
well. At first, | found it hard to make friends in a school full of new people, but once | pushed
myself out of my comfort zone and started to talk to students, | surrounded mybedfouips of
people | could trust and enjoy time with. Your classes may be difficult and overwhelming at first,
but having your peers there to push you to do your best will really pay off in the end.

| wish you the best of luck here at VHS! These yeallgyo by fast

Carmen Mueller, Class of 2021
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Welcome to Veterans High School! My name is Kristen Jones, one of the captains of the basketb
cheer team. Herat the school, we have many things for you to do to be involved. Make sure that
you stay on top of your work and use all of the resources that you can that are available to you. I
you show that you care to your teachers, then the teachers will shiosathe energy back. Also,
make sure you get to know your teachers and the faculty; they are always a huge help when you
in a time of need.

My advice to any upcoming freshman or new people joining the Warhawk family would be to get
out there and dthe extracurricular activities that they have for us, go to all the games and dances
that you can go to, because these next four years will go by so fast! When you get that diploma
youbre going to ask yoursel f, ndienoyegaouetimeherd att h
the V.

Kristen Jones, Class of 2021



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
For freshmen entering high school, 24 Carnegie units are required to graduate. It is possible
for students to earn 28 Carnegie units durindour years of high school, grades-92.
A Units required for promotion
o 9th Grade: 5 Carnegie Unitgequired for promotion to 10th grade o 10th Grade: 11
Carnegie Unitsrequired for promotion to 11th grade o 11th Grade: 17 Carnegie Units
required for promotion to 12th grade
o All students will register for seven classes, four core content classes (English, Math,
Science & Social Studies,) and three elective/CTAE classes. Each class is .5 Carnegie
Unit.
o Students should develop and completan individual graduation program or Career
Pathway. The Career Pathways include Academic, Fine Arts, World Language, and
CTAE.
0 The University System of Georgia strongly recommends those students who are
planning to attend a postsecondary college shouldake a 4th year of math above
Advanced Algebra and 2 years of the same Foreign Language, no matter your
graduation year.

A AREAS OF STUDY

A course shall count only once for satisfying any unit of credit requirement for graduation. See
the following chart:

Areas of Study Unit Required

a. English/Language Arts* (must include 9 Literature and American 4
Literature)

b. Mathematics* 4

c. Science* The 4th Science unit may be used to meet both the science and 4 elective
requirement (must include Biology, Physical Science or Physics, Chemistry or Environmental
Science)

d. Social Studies* (must include American Government, World History, BHistory and Economics)
e. CTAE and/or Modern Language/Latin and/or Fine Artdany combination) 3
f. Health and Physical Education** 1

g. Electives 5

State Required Units 24
*Required courses and/or Core Courses

**Three (3) units of credit in JROTC may be used to satisfy this requiremginequires signed
letter).

* The 4th science unit may be selected from academic science courses or from approved CTAE
courses. This course will earn one Carnegie unit of science credit; however, this same 4th science
course could also be used to meerequirement of a career pathway course.
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MISCELLANEOUSNFORMATION

DUAL ENROLLMENT:

Earning college credit while in high school is an option for students in the Houston County School
System through Dual Enrollment. Eligible high school students may enroll fttiime or part-time in
collegelevel approved courses through Dual Enrollment. @al Enroliment provides opportunities

for Georgia high school students to take collegevel approved courses, which earn both high school
and college credit simultaneously. Houston County Board of Education will set a registration
deadline that is different from the postsecondary institutions. Deadlines will not be waived due to
college entrance exams score reports.

EINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS:

Financial Aid information (grants, scholarships &oans) can be located in the counseling office, VHS
Website and atwww.gafutures.org. Students and parents are responsible for contacting the
counseling department and viewing the websites to obtain information.

HOPE SCHOLARSHIP AND HOPE GRANT:

0 HOPE Scholarship o A merit-based award available to Georgia residents who have
demonstrated academic achievement. A HOPE Scholarship recipient must graduate from
high school with a minimum 3.00 grade point average (as calculated by GSFC) and maintain
a minimum 3.00 cumulative postsecondary grade point average to remain eligible. The
scholarship provides tuition assistance to students pursuing an undergraduate degree at a
HOPE Scholarship eligible college or university in Georgia. A tgear limit exists for
students first receiving the HOPE Scholarship during summer term 2019 (FY20) or later. A
student is ineligible to receive HOPE Scholarship funds once the student haacked the
127 semester or 190 quarter hour limit.

0 Hope Grant
o HOPE Grant is available to Georgia residents who are pursuing a certificate or diploma.
A HOPE Grant recipient must maintain a minimum 2.00 cumulative postsecondary
grade point average to emain eligible. The grant provides tuition assistance to
students enrolled at a HOPE Grant eligible college or university in Georgia. A student is
ineligible to receive HOPE Grant funds once the student has reached the 63 semester
or 95 quarter hour limit.

A zell Miller Scholarship o A merit-based award available to Georgia residents, similar to the
HOPE Scholarship, but with more stringent academic requirements. A Zell Miller Scholarship
recipient must graduate from high school with a minimum 3.70 grade point average (as
calculated by GSFCyombined with a minimum SAT score of 1200 on the math and reading
portions or a minimum composite ACT score of 26 in a single national test administration, and
maintain a minimum 3.30 cumulative postsecondary grade point

average to remain eligible. Eligike students are provided a higher level of tuition
assistance while pursuing an undergraduate degree at a Zell Miller Scholarship eligible
college or university in Georgia. A tetyear limit exists for students first receiving the
Zell Miller Scholarship duing summer term 2019 (FY20) or later. A student is


http://www.gafutures.org/
http://www.gafutures.org/

ineligible to receive Zell Miller Scholarship funds once the student has reached the 127
semester or 190 quarter hour limit.

A Zell Miller Grant o A merit-based program available to Georgia residents pusing a
certificate or diploma. A Zell Miller Grant recipient must maintain a minimum 3.50 cumulative
postsecondary grade point average to remain eligible. Eligible students are provided full
standard tuition assistance while enrolled at a Zell Miller Grargligible college or university in
Georgia. A student is ineligible to receive Zell Miller Grant funds once the student has reached
the 63 semester or 95 quarter hour limit.

INFINITE CAMPUS:

Infinite Campus allows parents to access the grades and attendance of their children daily through

OEA ET OAOT AOs8 91 0 AAT AAAAOO OEEO whwHct®Aehand U CIi
OEAT OO0AOAT 60668 910 AAT Al OF Al 1 OAAG37e@6812'0ET C £
ginger.towe@hcbe.netfor additional assistance.

VIRTUAL SCHOOL

CrREDIT RECOVERYOPTION

A The Credit Recovery program is to providé&eorgia public school students an opportunity to
recover credit for selected courses previously attempted and failed. Houston County School
System has established regulations and guidelines for students to participate in the credit
recovery courses. Theb1 ET A AT OOOAO 1 6600 AA APPOT OAA AU
FREE.
A The guidelines require the student to have previously failed the course with a final grade or
EOC score of 60 to 69. The online courses are offered in language arts, math, science, an
O1 AEAI OOOAEAO8 3AA Ul OO AEEI A6O Al O1 OAI T O A
opportunity is not available during the summer.
*Although Credit Recovery courses may meet Georgia graduation requirements, the NCAA will no
longer acceptttR ' 1 $/ %6 O #OAAEO 2AAT OAOU 001 COAI AT OOOA

END OFCOURSETEST(EO(S) & TESTOUT

A All students are required to take End of Course tests in the following areas: American
Literature & Composition, Algebra I/Coordinate Algebra, Biology, and US History.

A 300AAT 600 1T AU AROCABECEARRUOATI OOAAOAEI OogaBAE C
earn credit for the course if a performance level of Distinguished Learner is achieved. Students
cannot be currently or have been previously enrolled in the course and there are only certain
times of the year they can attempt to test out. They musiave earned a grade of B or better in
the most recent course that is the same content area of the course in which they are
attempting to test out.

A Students will need teacher and parent recommendations. The fee to test is $50.00, which will
be refundedifUl OO AEEI A OAT OAO A DPAOAI Oi AT AA 1 AGAI
&1 O 11T O0A ET & Of AGETTh ATT OAAO 100 OAEIT1680 C

PLAYING SPORTS IN COLLEGE:

A In order to be eligible to play college sports as a freshman, students must meet certain course
requirements and meet certain standards in GPA and SAT or ACT scores. The student and



http://www.hcbe.net/
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parents are responsible for being certain students take the proper courséo meet NCAA
standards. The standards are in the counseling office.
A Students must complete the NCAA eligibility form online at the end of their junior year. It is
OEA OOOAAT OOG6 OAODPI 1T OEAEI EOU O AA MAOOAET C
mailed. Registration form and more information can be found atww.ncaa.org

A *Although Credit Recovery courses may meet Georgia graduation requirements, the NCAA will
nf 1TTCAO AAAAPO OEA '!1$/ %50 #OAAEO 2AAT OAOU

HONOR GRADUATES., VALEDICTORIAN, AND SALUTATORIAN:

The cumulative GPA is used to determine honor graduates, salutatorian, and valedictorian. To be an
honor graduate,a student must have a cumulative GPA of at least 90, which is not rounded up.
Determination of honor graduates, salutatorian, and valedictorian is made at the end of the first
semester of the senior year.

GRADUATION SPECIAL RECOGNITION

O Honors 0 Georgia Commission for Service and
g Advanced Placement (AP) Volunteerism
g AFJROTC o' AT OCEA "1 OAOTT1 080
0 American Red Cross Honor g Golden Eagle Nominees
. Beta Club 0 HOSA, Future Health Professionals
] Beta Club Officers 0 International Thespian Society
CTAE End of Pathway Assessment National Art Honor Society
0 peca . National English Honor Society
0 FIRST Robotics 0 National French Honor Society
U Future Business Leaders of America 0 National Latin Honor Society
0 Future Farmers of America O National Spanish Honor Society
g Family, Career and Community Leaders O National Technical Honor Society
g of America O Rho Kappa
a
O SkillsUSA
VHS ATHLETICS

All student-athletes are required by the Georgia High School Association (GHSA) to have a physical

examination on file in order to try-out for any sport. The form tobe used for the physical can be
obtained from the school or online at the school website or ghsa.net. Studesathletes are also

required to maintain academic requirements in order to compete in GHSA sanctioned events. Please
visit the school website and slect the Athletics tab to review the Athletic Handbook for expectations
and procedures for VHS sports programming.


http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.ncaa.org/

GET INVOLVED
MEET PEOPLE, MAKE FRIENDS, MAKE A DIFFERENCE

DEVELOP GOOD STUDY HABITS EARLY




The difference between students that ge
OOOAECEO '60 AT A OOOA
usually the amount of effort they put into
studying combined with the way that they
study. Effective studying is NOT about
cramming. You must Study SMARTER!

Look at the study habits below to help you throughout this journey
called HIGH SCHOOL!
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Turn off your phone!

Or at least put it on silent. You can ; And read them like
also set a special ringtone for 3 = a student...
emergency calls from your family.

How so?

Cell phones are incredibly

2 distracting, and the best w, : ~ = 1)Find the study questions
e to procrastinate is to find -t = =" at the end of the chapter.
-5 distractions.

2)Have a conversation with

Focus on one subject the text.
-5 .lat 8 tlmg..(.’butfntqt for ] : 3)Write notes alongside
: b St Whenever possible, important facts o ideas.
3 If you feel mentally stuck, try to get 8 hours
: 2 move on to a new subject. of sleep a night. ’ . / i
" Better sleep habits >
ce usually lead to a
ws higher GPA.

ssof suw:S;:‘ . Bean active learner!
e

So épend an hour Show up to class.  / people that ' &1 Piast Ghids: belatizing,
each course: Do your homework. /o ze ! teaching others, rhymes,
day on eal t
:he“ stop for the day. Participate. L e 4 Nnowa e tner images. etc.
Ask questions. ] ot - There are so many learning -
Take notes. Sitas al Syt aniy it
Pay attention! one might not work. @

. S Sllege Success.
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SOCIAL MEDIA

Social Media comes with great
responsibility. If you use it, be
smart and be kind. Irresponsible
behavior on social media can cause
harm to you, your family, and
others.

REMEMBER: gty (] KT 32
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want your parents, grandparents, YOM... "r E n

mentors or other trusted adults to see |
or hear.
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