Mississippi Studies
Coach Reginald Davis

Course Description
 Mississippi Studies is a one semester course designed to foster appreciation for the state, its history and its culture. The content will include the geographic, historic, economic, political, and social events that have contributed to the state‘s development. 
The course traces Mississippi‘s economic transition from agriculture to industry and its effort to expand participation of all its citizens in the political process. The course includes the study of the diverse contributions of the citizens of the state. Additionally, civic concepts should be developed in order to encourage active participation in the political process of the state and nation.
Mississippi Studies 
STRANDS: Domestic Affairs, Global Affairs, Civil Rights/Human Rights, Economics, Culture
1. Understand how geography, history, and politics have influenced the development of Mississippi. 
a. Identify the major (Chickasaw, Choctaw, and Natchez) and minor (Biloxi, Tunica) Native American groups found living in Mississippi by the first European explorers in the region and discuss their governmental, economic and ecological systems. (DOK 1)
b. Describe the social, economic and political context of Mississippi when it was held by France, England and Spain and describe the process by which the Mississippi territory was admitted to the United States. 
c. Analyze the development of slavery in Mississippi including the various factors (economic, geographic, and social) that contributed to its development and explain the opposition to slavery in Mississippi. 
d. Trace the events that led to the secession of Mississippi from the Union in 1861 and explain why certain groups opposed the secession. 
e. Compare and contrast the four constitutions of Mississippi and explain the reasons for their development. 
f. Identify and locate major geographical features of Mississippi and how they contribute to the social and economic development of the state. 

2. Understand the major responsibilities of state and local government and how they are executed. 
a. Identify and describe the duties of the three branches of state government in Mississippi. 
b. Examine the various forms of local governments (i.e., city managers, municipal supervisors, mayor/city council, etc.) and evaluate how they help meet the needs of local communities.
4. Understand and describe the historical circumstances and conditions that necessitated the development of civil rights and human rights protections and/or activism for various minority groups in Mississippi. 
a. Compare and contrast de facto segregation and de jure segregation in Mississippi from 1890 to the present, including the rise of Jim Crow era events and actors (i.e., Ross Barnett, James Eastland, the integration of University of Mississippi, Sovereignty Commission, etc.), and their impact on Mississippi‘s history and contemporary society. 
b. Identify and explain the significance of the major actors, groups and events of the Civil Rights Movement in the mid-20th century in Mississippi (i.e., Fannie Lou Hamer, Medgar Evers, Dr. T.R.M. Howard, James Meredith, Freedom Rides, Freedom Summer, Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, COFO, CORE, etc.). 
c. Compare and contrast the development and resulting impact of civil rights movements (e.g., women‘s suffrage, African American liberation, Native American citizenship and suffrage, immigration rights, etc.) in Mississippi.  
d. Investigate and describe the state government‘s responses to the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas Supreme Court decision in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s. 


3. Understand the role that Mississippi has played in international, political, and economic affairs. 
a. Cite specific evidence of Mississippi‘s involvement (through imports and exports) in the global economy including communication, technology, transportation, education and manufacturing. 
b. Cite evidence of the growing international diversity of the Mississippi population by identifying the various immigrant groups in Mississippi during the 20th and 21st centuries and analyze their motivations (or push-pull factors) for migrating to the state. 
5. Understand the importance of how geography, history, and politics affect the economic life of Mississippi from the past to the present. 
a. Identify and analyze the economic development over time of major industries in Mississippi (including but not limited to agricultural production, manufacturing, rise of machines, boll weevil, development of natural resources, international investments, the Great Migration, etc.)
b. Analyze the economic impact of the Civil War on Mississippi.
c. Explain the reasons why Mississippi became more industrialized in the mid-20th century. 
d. Analyze the current trends and historic record of poverty and wealth distribution in Mississippi. 
6. Understand the trends, ideologies, and artistic expressions in Mississippi over time and place. 
a. Examine the cultural impact of Mississippi artists, musicians and writers on the state, nation and world.  
b. Analyze the ways Mississippians have adapted to change and continue to address cultural issues unique to the state (e.g., the establishment of historical and commemorative markers for Civil Rights Movement and Confederate icons). 
c. Analyze the impact of religious traditions upon the daily lives of Mississippians from the era of European exploration to the present. 
Supplies Each day the student should bring the following materials to class: 
1. Pencil/Pen 2. MacBook 3. Loose leaf paper
Daily Class Expectations Students are expected to listen carefully and contribute to the class discussion made by the teacher, their classmates, and multimedia presentations. Taking written notes is required not suggested. Students are encouraged to take an active part in the learning process by responding to the teacher’s questions and asking questions about the economic concepts being discussed. Each student is expected to conduct himself/herself in a mature, responsible, considerate, and courteous manner that exemplifies the core values of Desoto County Schools County School District.
Assignments
Students are expected to complete assigned reading prior to class. Unannounced quizzes on the reading assignments may be given. Students are encouraged to study the notes taken in class each night. 
Homework assignments will be given throughout the semester. Students should use ink on all written assignments. Assignments are expected to have a neat and scholarly appearance. 
Turn assignments in on the day that they are due. Students should check canvas daily. You are responsible for all assignments listed in Canvas and any others announced verbally by the teacher.
Absence 
It is your responsibility to find out what work you missed during an absence. If you are absent on a day that a test is given or an assignment is due, you will take the test or submit the assignment on the day that you return to school. An unexcused absence on the day a test or quiz is given or an assignment is due will result in a grade of zero for that test, quiz, or assignment within 3 days.
Evaluation and Grading 
Written tests are given periodically to evaluate the student's progress. These tests cover assigned reading, class work, handouts, and homework assignments. The course will conclude with an end of semester exam that will evaluate the student’s knowledge of the entire course. 
Quizzes and written homework assignments are also given periodically throughout the semester. Unannounced quizzes may be given to assess the student’s knowledge and understanding of assigned reading due on the day of the quiz.
Class participation demonstrates a student's knowledge, preparation, interest, motivation, and acceptance of individual responsibility for learning. Both answers and questions volunteered by students on a daily basis are critical to the learning process. Students are expected to read and study the assigned reading and their class notes. They should come to class the next day prepared to respond to the teacher's questions, ask questions of their own, and discuss issues raised in the reading assignment. 
Students are strongly urged to volunteer answers in class, but students will be called upon to recite even if they do not volunteer.
*****Projects will be assigned throughout the semester assignment!!!***** 
The student's final semester grade is determined by: Tests Projects Daily Assignments Quizzes Homework

Attitude 
A positive attitude toward learning is essential for academic achievement. Motivation, interest, enthusiasm, cooperation, courtesy, self-discipline, and personal pride are all factors, which contribute to academic success. 
Student Conferences 
Students who wish to speak with me about material covered in class, assignments, grades, or personal concerns are invited and encouraged to come to the classroom at an appointed time. If possible please let me know in advance if you wish to meet with me. As a student in my class, you are important and special. 
Academic Honesty 
Honesty and integrity are core values of the Madison County School District. Academic and personal honesty are required of all students at Velma Jackson High School. Standards for student behavior are outlined in the Madison County School District’s Student Code of Conduct. Copying or attempting to copy another student's work, the possession of unauthorized notes or aids during written evaluations, talking during written evaluations, any form of communication of quiz or test content to other students, and intentionally aiding the academic dishonesty of another student are some examples of academic dishonesty. Consequences for academic dishonesty include a grade of zero on the assignment, quiz, or test. 
Class Structure 
Students will utilize MacBook with Internet capabilities, textbook, outside reading including articles from internet, scholarly journals, newspapers and other respected sources for learning and assignments. Students are expected to behave as young adults and demonstrate a superior intellect in the classroom without constant reprimand for childish and undignified behavior. All students are REQUIRED to receive a passing mark in US Government and Economics in order to graduate from any public high school in Mississippi. Therefore, students please do not jeopardize your academic career with unwise decisions.



