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6th Grade Reading List for Summer, 2020-2021 
 

Prospective PPS 6th graders are expected to read over the summer in preparation for the new school year. 
Choose ONE book from the list of five below to read over the summer to meet the minimum reading 
requirement. You will complete a project on this book when you return to school in the fall. You MAY not 
report on a book that you have previously read.   
 

Alabama Moon by Watt Key 
For as long as ten-year-old Moon can remember, he has lived out in the forest in a shelter with his father. They keep 
to themselves, their only contact with other human beings is an occasional trip to the nearest general store. When 
Moon's father dies, Moon follows his father’s last instructions: to travel to Alaska to find others like themselves. But 
Moon is soon caught and entangled in a world he doesn’t know or understand, apparent property of the 
government he has been avoiding all his life.  
 

As the spirited and resourceful Moon encounters constables, jails, institutions, lawyers, true friends, and true 
enemies, he adapts his wilderness survival skills and learns to survive in the outside world, and even, perhaps, make 
his home there.  
 
Eragon by Christopher Paolini  
Fifteen-year-old Eragon believes that he is merely a poor farm boy — an orphan taken in by relatives — one among 
the masses. Soon he discovers that nothing is farther from the truth. When his destiny as a Dragon Rider is revealed, 
Eragon must flee the tyrannical King Galbatrorix. Gifted with only an ancient sword, a loyal dragon, and sage advice 
from an old storyteller, Eragon is soon swept into a dangerous tapestry of magic, glory, and power. Now his choices 
could save — or destroy — the Empire.  
 
Notes from a Liar and Her Dog by Gennifer Choldenko 
Living in a family with two perfect sisters and parents who just don't get her, Ant MacPherson finds it easier to lie. 
After all, the only one who appreciates her is her dog, Pistachio. But when a concerned teacher sees the truth 
behind Ant's lies, it seems as though she might be in for a change . . . 
 

There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom by Louis Sachar  
Fifth grader Bradley Chalkers is bright, imaginative, antisocial and friendless. Unlike the kids at school, who 
hate him, Bradley's collection of chipped and broken little pottery animals allows him to be brave, smart and 
vulnerable; he uses them to resolve the rejection of peers and adults. Jeff, a new boy at school, offers 
friendship but then withdraws his offer, because Bradley is hard to like. Enter Carla Davis, new school 
counselor, who is caring and funny, and who gradually helps restore Bradley's self-confidence. Feelings and 
emotions are strongly evoked in this touching and serious story of a disturbed child that is infused with humor 
and insight.  
 
Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from going to a 
mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an 
ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. WONDER, now a #1 New York 
Times bestseller and included on the Texas Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from Auggie’s point of view, 
but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge 
in a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance.  
 


