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‘Strategies for Increasing ECE Services for Homeless Chﬁdren N

A Variefy of 'fe'de’raliavsis‘ and. policies impact the abllity: c’s’f“hanieléss families to access earl? care and
-education programs Sewice providers and a{ivox:ates at the state and Eocai levelcan better coordmate

»Ameraca 5 early care’ and educatton {EC&} programs

At the State ievel collaboration. and coordinatian amongst I—iead Start Cnltabnration Directors, State Child
Care: Admmzstrators, State Homeless Education: Coordlnators, State: Advlsory Councilson’ Early Childhood
‘Educationand Care and statewlde Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies can help to ensure that
-young chlidren expenan cing hometessness are _ac_cessing quamy eariy chxidhood,programs

At the_iag:gt Igvgt,b_many partners play a roie in: suppoz‘:ing yemng homeless {:hiidran “These mtiahoratuons

i nte rvention or early 1earnmg ccuncuis,
Locat educaticma! agencies/schnoi districts/local hameless {lalsons;;
Bead Start and Ear!y Head Start ‘programs;

*

*

*

+ HUD Comlnuums of Care,

s Domesticviclence shelters;

& Homeless coalitions;and

s  Child Care-Resource:and-Referral Agencies,

Reaching the homeless community requires positive, respectful, and goal-oriented relationships by staff
and providers with families-experiencing homelessiess, both.atintdke.and throughout; partac;pat:on in
«early:chlidhood programs. ‘Listed below:are additional strategies for improving access and servicesto ECE
programs for families experiencing homelessness, '

. Provide:ongoing training for staff related to serving familles experiencing homelessness,

+ Serve ontask forces orcoalitions on‘homelessness in'your- community. ‘ECE programs are
importantvoices to haveat the table forstrategic planning to addressthe needs of homeless
families and children. Your community assessment data. can play a vital role in strategic planning
with partnering agencies:and local homeless coalitions..

»  Work with families:and local health programs to acquire medical records and to ensure that
children receive appropriate immunizations, health, medical, and dental services.

s |dentify potential resources for providing transportation 1o ECE programs for homeless children.
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Contact your homeless education State Coordinator or lacal liaison and establish routine

.communicatmn to coordinate services foryoung children, wherever possible. State Coordinators
:(for the Education of Homeless:Children and Youth Program) and Lacal Educational Agency

homeless liaisons help support the educational rights of homeless children-as part of the

implementation:of the McKinney-Vento Act. These State Coordinators:and focal lialsons are key
‘partners inbuilding effective services for families-experiencing homelessness.

‘Think broadly about community partnerships that may be supportive to-helping homeless
Familfes:

#: Lpcal Housing Authcmy wﬂ have information on public housing and housing vouchers to

~ assistwith renk,

#  Clvicand faith-based organizations-and local busmesses ‘may pramde volunteersto help
renovate family: housingand facilities'or can donate clothing, toys, food, and furniture;
and -

- Free household items may—be -ava;iabie'thmughr vaﬂous -intemet:-resources

fCanstder Mnovative: program and policy saiﬁtinns. For-example, annovative program opﬂans for
'Head Startand child care:include: adjasted hours, home:based, center based combinations, and
‘mobile programs. Innovative human resource: approaches’ include specialized staffing patterns
and: mentai health: consultation enhancements that support homeless farllies. ‘Health-and school
réadiness strategles can offer innavative solutions to: servingthis highly-mobile population,
Including the useof portablechild and family files that families can-take with them for sudden
TOVES,

Facilitate a smooth transition for highly mobile children:and families by considering placement
with-another Head Start grantee orotherearly edi
<h ﬂd/famtiy forthe remainderof the program year with an‘ongoing transition plan.

tion provider, or continuing toservethe




