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SPORTS

By Stefanie Dazio
The Associated Press

CALABASAS, Calif. — 
Investigators worked Monday 
on a rugged hillside outside 
Los Angeles where a helicopter 
carrying Kobe Bryant and eight 
others crashed in foggy weather 
considered dangerous enough 
that local police departments 
had grounded their choppers.

About 20 investigators were 
on the scene where every-
one aboard was killed Sunday 
morning in a wreck that left 
debris scattered over an area 

the size of a football field. The 
accident generated an outpour-
ing of grief and shock around 
the world over the sudden loss 
of the all-time basketball great 
who spent his entire 20-year 
career with the Los Angeles 
Lakers.

Thousands of fans, many 
wearing Bryant jerseys and 
chanting his name, gathered 
outside the Staples Center 
in downtown Los Angeles, 
home of the Lakers and site 
of Sunday's Grammy Awards, 
where Bryant was honored. 

The 41-year-old Bryant, who 

perished with his 13-year-old 
daughter, Gianna, was one of 
the game’s most popular play-
ers, an 18-time All-Star who 
helped lead the Lakers to five 
NBA championships.

The cause of the crash was 
unknown, but conditions at 
the time were such that the Los 
Angeles Police Department and 
the county sheriff's department 
grounded their helicopters.

The Los Angeles County 
medical examiner, Dr. Jonathan 
Lucas, said the rugged terrain 

Investigators work scene of crash

Investigators work Monday at the scene of a helicopter crash that 
killed former NBA basketball player Kobe Bryant, his 13-year-old 
daughter, Gianna, and several others in Calabasas, Calif. [AP PHOTO/

MARK J. TERRILL]

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Kansas City 
waited 50 years to get back
to a Super Bowl. And then
the Chiefs had to wait a few
extra minutes once they got
to Miami.

It took workers at Miami 
International Airport about
three attempts to get one of
the rolling staircases that the
Chiefs would use to deplane 
properly lined up with the 
front door of their chartered
jet. The delay was brief, and
coach Andy Reid and the
rest of the Chiefs’ delegation
to make their way into the 
hangar for the short walk to
waiting buses.

A handful of local politi-
cians and officials were at the
airport to greet the teams, as
loud hip-hop music blared
through the maintenance
hangar that was being used
for the arrivals.

No players or coaches spoke 
to reporters inside the hangar.
The first media session for the
Chiefs and the San Francisco
49ers — who arrived a couple
hours after the Chiefs did on
Sunday — is Monday night, 
when the NFL has Super Bowl
Opening Night at Marlins
Park.

Super Bowl 54 is next 
Sunday at Hard Rock Stadium
in Miami Gardens.

Even as football enters 
its biggest week, basketball
was on the teams' minds. 
The teams both paid tribute 
Sunday on social media to
Kobe Bryant, whose shock-
ing death in a helicopter crash
earlier Sunday reverberated
around the world.

“A legend gone too soon," 
the 49ers wrote.

Added Chiefs defensive 
end Frank Clark, on Twitter:

Chiefs, 
49ers 
arrive 
in Miami

The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia — 
Rafael Nadal left the muttering 
and the preening, the under-
arm serving and the 'tweening, 
to his younger, flashier oppo-
nent, Nick Kyrgios.

Surely, Nadal was content 
to collect the win in the latest 
installment of their rivalry. 

The No. 1-ranked Nadal 
kept his thoughts to himself 
and limited his shot-making 
to the more traditional variety 
in an entertaining 6-3, 3-6, 
7-6 (6), 7-6 (4) victory over 
home-crowd favorite Kyrgios 
on Monday to reach the 
Australian Open quarterfinals 
and get closer to a record-tying 
20th Grand Slam title.

These two guys don't like 
each other. But Nadal had 
nothing but nice things to 
say after improving his head-
to-head record to 5-3 against 
Kyrgios.

“When he wants to play, 
when he is focused on what 
he's doing, I think he's a very 
important player for our 
sport," Nadal said, “because 
he has a big talent and is one 
of these players that can be 
very, very interesting for the 
crowd.”

While Kyrgios was up to 
some of his usual trick shots 
and antics, what he never did 
was waver in his effort, some-
thing folks often accuse him of.

“Today,” Nadal said, “I 
think he played very serious, 

tried all the time his best.”
It certainly meant a lot to 

Kyrgios, who said: “I'm shat-
tered to have lost tonight. 
These are the matches that I 
want to win the most.”

Here's how the elevated 
stakes and tension affected 
both men: At 5-all in the piv-
otal third-set tiebreaker, 
Kyrgios double-faulted. That 
offered up a gift-wrapped set 
point. But Nadal failed to take 
advantage because he double-
faulted right back.

Still, two points later, the 
23rd-seeded Kyrgios put a 
forehand into the net, and the 
set was Nadal's. Not long after, 
Kyrgios double-faulted again 
to get broken at love.

That put Nadal ahead 2-1 

in the fourth, seemingly in 
charge. 

“Against Nick,” Nadal would 
say afterward, “you are never 
(in) control.” 

Sure enough, Nadal faltered

while serving for the win 
at 5-4, double-faulting to 
create a pair of break points, 
the second of which Kyrgios 

Nadal beats Kyrgios in Australian Open

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios is airborne as he attempts to return a shot 
to Spain’s Rafael Nadal during their fourth round singles match at 
the Australian Open tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia on 
Monday. [ANDY WONG/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

From staff reports

ASHEBORO — This past 
Saturday Archdale-Trinity 
Middle School capped an 
undefeated regular season 
by winning the conference 
tournament in convinc-
ing fashion. ATMS scored 
231.5 points outpacing 
second place Southwestern 

Randolph (176). Uwharrie 
Ridge was third (145), fol-
lowed by Randleman (136), 
Northeastern Randolph (89), 
Southeastern Randolph (66) 
and Asheboro Middle (52). 
Uwharrie Ridge’s Christian 
Rios was named the Most 
Outstanding Wrestler.

Top finishers in the each 
weight class: At 78 pounds, 

Reece Poe (SWRMS) was 
champion followed by runn-
erup Cayden Smith (ATMS) 
and Colin Duvall (NERMS). At  
85, Brayden Hall (ATMS) was 
first with Ashton Smith (UR) 
second and third Brandon

Jordan (RMS). Dominic 
Hittepole (ATMS) won 92 
folllowed by Ashton Davis 
(NERMS) and Owen Peele 

(SWR). In 100, champion 
Spencer May (ATMS) was fol-
lowed by Carter Self (SERMS) 
and Janaksel Perez (SWR). 
108-pound champion is
Seth Strickland (ATMS) with 
runnerup Brandon Lopez
(SERMS) and Jordan Maness 
(RMS) third. 115-pounder

A-TMS captures crown

Archdale-Trinity outpaces SWRMS; UR’s 
Christian Rios named most outstanding wrestler

Archdale-Trinity Middle Schoolers pose for a championship picture after capturing the middle school wrestling tournament championship. 
[CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]
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converted with a jumping 
forehand and celebrated by 
throwing his head back and 
screaming. Spectators rose 
and roared and waved their 
Australian flags in support 
of the 24-year-old from 
Canberra.

“A scary game,” Nadal 
called it, acknowledging he 
was hampered by nerves.

But he regrouped and 
pulled the win out in the clos-
ing tiebreaker, which ended 
with Kyrgios putting a fore-
hand into the net. 

Sure, the cool, breezy 
conditions played to Nadal’s 
a d v a n t a g e  a n d  d u l l e d 
Kyrgios’ power-based style. 

But there also was this: Nadal 
finished with more than twice 
as many winners as unforced 
errors, 64-27.

“I’d have to win a point 
three times to win a point,” 
Kyrgios said.

Kyrgios delivered 25 
aces and some memorable 
moments — including walk-
ing out on court and warming 
up for the match in a No. 8 
Los Angeles Lakers  jersey 
to honor Kobe Bryant, the 
five-time NBA champion and 
18-time All-Star who died in 
a helicopter crash Sunday at 
age 41.

Kyrgios switched to a No. 
24 Bryant shirt for his post-
match news conference and 
described himself as emo-
tional at the news.

A video tribute to Bryant 
was played on the Rod Laver 
Arena scoreboards before 

Monday’s match.
O n  W e d n e s d a y ,  t h e 

33-year-old Nadal’s 41st 
career Grand Slam quarter-
final will be against No. 5 
Dominic Thiem in a rematch 
of the past two French Open 
finals, both won by Nadal.

The other men’s quarter-
final on the top half of the 
bracket is No. 7 Alexander 
Zverev vs. No. 15 Stan 
Wawrinka. 

Nadal vs. Kyrgios was fas-
cinating to watch, in part 
because of the quality of the 
play and in part because of 
the subplot of their negative 
feelings toward each other.

“When I criticized him in 
the past,” Nadal said, “it’s 
because I thought he did a 
couple of things that are not 
right and not the right image 
for our sport and for the 
kids.”

OPEN
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complicated efforts to recover 
the remains. He estimated it 
would take at least a couple 
of days to complete the task.

The Sikorsky S-76 went 
down in Calabasas, about 
30 miles (48 kilometers) 
northwest of downtown Los 
Angeles. Authorities did not 
say where Bryant was going, 
but the helicopter appeared 
headed in the direction of 
his youth sports academy 
in nearby Thousand Oaks, 
which was holding a bas-
ketball tournament Sunday 
in which Bryant’s daugh-
ter, known as GiGi, was 
competing.

Bryant’s helicopter left 
Santa Ana in Orange County, 
south of Los Angeles, shortly 
after 9 a.m., heading north 
and then west. Air traffic con-
trollers noted poor visibility 
around Burbank to the north 
and Van Nuys to the north-
west. The aircraft crashed 
into the hillside around 9:45 
a.m. at about 1,400 feet (426 

meters), according to data 
from Flightradar24.

When it struck the ground, 
the helicopter was flying at 
about 160 knots (184 mph) 
and descending at a rate of 
more than 4,000 feet per 
minute, the data showed.

KBOI-TV in Boise, Idaho, 
reported that a girls team 
that was to have played 
against GiGi Bryant’s squad 
returned home Sunday night 
after learning of the fatal 
crash during the tournament 
at Bryant’s Mamba Sports 
Academy.

“All of a sudden the games 
just stopped, the whole 
facility went silent,” George 
Rodriguez, coach of the 
Treasure Valley Hoop Dreams 
team, told the station. “We 
heard some girls screaming. 
Nobody really quite knew 
what was going on until the 
news started to break ground 
and the message got around 
of the tragic stuff that hap-
pened with Kobe.” 

Federal safety investiga-
tors were sent to the scene. 
Among other things, they 
will look at the pilot’s history 
and the chopper’s mainte-
nance records, said National 

Transportation Safety Board 
board member Jennifer 
Homendy.

Kurt Deetz, a pilot who used 
to fly Bryant in the chopper, 
said the crash was more likely 
caused by bad weather than 
by engine or other mechani-
cal problems.

“The likelihood of a cata-
strophic twin engine failure 
on that aircraft — it just 
doesn’t happen,” he told the 
Los Angeles Times.

Justin Green, an aviation 
attorney in New York who 
flew helicopters in the Marine 
Corps, said pilots can become 
disoriented in low visibility, 
losing track of which direc-
tion is up. Green said a pilot 
flying an S-76 would be 
instrument-rated, mean-
ing that person could fly the 
helicopter without relying on 
visual cues from outside.

Colin Storm was in his 
living room in Calabasas 
when he heard what sounded 
to him like a low-flying air-
plane or helicopter.

“It was very foggy so we 
couldn’t see anything,” he 
said. “But then we heard 
some sputtering and then a 
boom.”

CRASH
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“I'm devastated, RIP to my 
idol, Bean, 8, 24, the Goat, 
the Black Mamba. Wow." And 
Chiefs cornerback Bashaud 
Breeland called it a “sad day 
in America."

A handful of volunteers 
greeted players, coaches and 
staff as they made their way 
down the stairs. Everyone was 
handed a floral baseball cap, 

and many players held their 
phones out to shoot video of 
the moment they arrived at 
the Super Bowl.

A few of the 49ers danced 
once they deplaned, in time 
with the music coming from 
a nearby DJ. Even the flight 
attendants on the Chiefs’ 
flight were celebrating the 
moment— they gathered at 
the top of the stairs for a group 
photo once their passengers 
deplaned, and then a few of 
them pulled out their phones 
for some pictures of players as 
well.

BOWL
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Kansas 
City Chiefs’ 
Patrick 
Mahomes 
arrives for 
the NFL 
Super Bowl 
54 football 
game 
Sunday at 
the Miami 
International 
Airport in 
Miami. [AP 

PHOTO/DAVID J. 

PHILLIP]

Alex Swaney (ATMS) took the 
class title followed by Brayden 
Clapp (SWRMS) and Ashton 
Morton (Asheboro).

The 122- pound champion 
is Levi Dennis (ATMS) over 
Tristan Vulgamore (SERMS) 
and Mason Leonard (UR). Jesus 
Garcia (RMS) took 128 followed 
by Rakeem Smith (ATMS) and 
Noah Stills (UR). At 134, Colton 
Law (UR) was the champion 
ahead of Bear Schafer (ATMS) 
and Eric Lopez (SWRMS). At 
140, Jair Ulloa (UR) won over 
Gavin Hardister (NERMS) 
and Micah Thurston (RMS) 
147 winner was Christian Rios 
(UR) then Tristan Richardson 
(SWRMS) and Eduardon 
Galliarza (AMS), In the 154 

class, Casey Hohn (ATMS) 
was chamion followed by Caleb 
Shelton (UR) and Jonathan 
Sampson (RMS).

At 162, Graydon Harkness 
(SWRMS) was tops with Dylan 
Atkins

(RMS) second and Julian 
Faz (AMS) third. In 172, the 
champion was Danny Jackson 
(SWRMS) with Michael 
Underwood (RMS) in second 
and third Justin Mullins (UR).. 
Dylan Wardwall (RMS) was 
184 champ with runnerup 
Andrew Nielson (SERMS) and 
Noah Foust (NERMS) third. 
At 197, Jose Flores (UR) was 
first followed by Rafael Torres 
(SWRMS) and Nathan Mathati 
(Asheboro). Winning 222 was 
Jonathan Stokes (RMS) along 
with Eric Lawson (ATMS) and 
DJ Francis (UR). Austin Wall 
(SWRMS) was heavyweight 
champion over runnerup 
Trevor Johnson (ATMS).

A-TMS
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They'll Love it or 
your Money Back!

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2.  
Free burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 
(59104). Standard S&H added per address.  Not valid with other 
off ers. Expires 2/29/20. All purchases subject to Omaha Steaks, 
Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks.com/terms-of-
useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 1-800-
228-9872. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 19M1110-1

Order Now 1.855.530.9988 | OmahaSteaks.com/excellent15

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

GIVE DELICIOUS

WILL

THEY

+ 4 FREE
BURGERS!

16 MAIN COURSES 
+ SIDES & DESSERT

Ask for The Favorite Gift 59104VFR

Call 1-844-238-7908

2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
SPECIAL OFFER

$59.95

A powerful hearing aid 
for television since 1998

Over 2 million 
satisfi ed customers 

Put on your 
TV•Ears®
and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

Use promo code 
MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST
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