AS7 – Adding Three Numbers
Instructor reads words in bold face, student gives answers not in bold, and italics indicate directions for the instructor.

Activity 1 – Learning How to Add Three Numbers
Materials Needed:

White board and dry erase marker

Write the following problems on the board.

  1

  1

  3


  3

  2

  1


+2

+4

+6
You’re going to learn how to work a special kind of problem today.  Point to first problem.  Read this problem.  (1 plus 3 plus 2 equals)

When we add more than two numbers, we add two numbers at a time until we’re done.  Let me show you.

First I add 1 + 3.  Point.  What do I add first?  (1 plus 3)  What is 1 + 3?  (4)

1 + 3 = 4.  Now I add 4 + 2.  Point to the 2.  What do I add next?  (4 plus 2)  
What is 4 + 2?  (6)
So I write 6 below the equals line. Write 6 as the answer to the problem.

Let’s review this problem.  

What are the first numbers I add?  (1 plus 3)  What is 1 + 3?  (4)  

What are the next two numbers I add?  (4 plus 2)  What is 4 + 2?  (6)

What is the answer to the problem?  (6)  Read the entire problem.  (1 plus 3 plus 2 equals 6)

Repeat with the other two problems.  If necessary, practice with additional problems until students clearly understand the process.  Then move on to Activity 2 – Practice Adding Three One-Digit Numbers.  

Activity 2 – Practice Adding Three One-Digit Numbers

Materials Needed:

“Adding Three One-Digit Numbers” Practice Page (next page) in sheet protector 
Dry erase markers

Lay the problems in front of the student.  For the first few problems, give step-by-step cues, providing corrective feedback as needed:
1. Touch the problem.  (pause)  Read it.  Student reads problem aloud. 

2. Which two numbers do you add first? 
3. What is the sum?  
4. Now tell me the next numbers you add.  
5. What is the sum?  

6. Are there any more numbers to add?  If yes, go to Step 4.  If no, go to Step 7.
7. What is the answer to the problem?  
8. Write the answer.
9. Read the entire problem.  Student reads entire problem with answer.

When the student can consistently solve problems, remove the verbal cues and ask student to “talk aloud,” such as

“First, I add 1 + 4.  1 + 4 = 5.  Then I add 3 more.  5 + 3 = 8.  
So the answer is 8.  1 + 4 + 3 = 8.”

Provide as much practice as is needed until student can consistently and accurately add three one-digit numbers.  If student struggles with basic facts, see Topic AS2.

Adding Three One-Digit Numbers
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