Benefiting from Your Campus Visit

Before The Visit:
· Contact the college at least one to two weeks in advance to schedule a date and time. The college’s admissions office can arrange for you to talk to an admissions counselor and take a campus tour. Many admissions offices also are willing to set up housing, classes or other appointments. Some offer to make overnight arrangements for visiting students. Selective colleges may require more advance notice since they may schedule an interview with an admissions officer. 

· Plan your visit. You should try to visit the campus when classes are in session. You can get a better idea of what a college is like if you visit when students and faculty are there. 

· Read the college’s catalogs and brochures. This will provide general information, so you don’t waste time on these questions during your visit. 

· Prepare a list of specific questions. This may sound like a lot of work, but remember - you are visiting to find out as much as you can about the school (refer to College Selection section to help develop questions). 

· If possible, bring an unofficial copy of your high school transcript and know your PSAT, SAT, or ACT scores. There may be other things you wish to bring with you, such as a portfolio or an instrument for an audition. 

· Bring your parents. Parents often have questions of their own and may want to make the visit with you. Remember, they care about you and have an interest in what you do, AND they may be paying the tuition, room and board! 

· If you have access to the Internet, visit the home pages of colleges for current information. 

 The Visit:
· Be on time. If you will be late or have to postpone your visit, you should call the college as a courtesy. 

· Talk with as many people as you can. Meeting a variety of people will give you a more complete picture of what a college is really like. This is why staying overnight and attending classes is highly recommended. 

· Try to work some free time into your schedule. Use this time to wander around, perhaps drop into the campus snack bar, talk to students. 

 After The Visit:
· On your way home, while your thoughts are still fresh, jot down some of your impressions of the college. 

· If questions come up after the visit, don’t hesitate to contact the people you have met. 

Send thank-you notes to those with whom you had appointments. 

Turn in an attendance note for the college visit.

