Schools Teach Math In New Ways

You may remember math as columns of numbers and rules to memorize. Today the emphasis is shifting to:

1. Using Hands-On Experience- Drawing pictures to “see” the problem, moving cubes that represent numbers, etc.

2. Estimating- Making a “educated guess”.  Estimation is used more than any other math skill in daily life.

3. Using Probability and Statistics- Gathering and interpreting numbers to predict the chances  or “odds” that something will happen. For example: how many days it will rain this month or your favorite team’s chances of making the playoffs.

4. Measuring- Using all sorts of ways and all sorts of things. For example: an object’s height, weight, volume, or area, time, temperature etc.

5. Applying Logic- Using reason to create a process to solve a problem. Knowing how to find the process may be more important than getting the “right” answer.

6. Recognizing Patterns and filling in the “blanks”. For example: what comes after…

7. Exploring Shapes- circles, ovals, squares, triangles, spheres, etc.

Of course, kids also learn the basics- addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions, decimals, and simple geometry. Ask your child’s teacher what skills will be taught this year.

A “Refresher” in the Language of Math:

1. Addition- addend + addend= sum

2. Subtraction- mnuend-subtrahend= difference

3. Multiplication- factor x factor = product

4. Division-  dividend /divisor = quotient ( and sometimes a remainder)

5. Fractions- numerator/ denominator

6. And what you called “borrowing” and “carrying” may now be called “regrouping”

